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Mr. STEPHEN NS, of Georgia. I shall act upon 
principl le of common law, that all men are 
sumed innocent until their guilt i is made to ap- 

| shall let him remain as the Doorkeeper 

e House until his guilt is manifested, and not 
, instant after. I think it due to him not to take 
any other course. 

Mr. GILMAN. Do I understand the gentle- 
man from Georgia to say that he would not defer 

» judgment of a committee of the House in 

ool to the capacity or incapacit ty, or the qual- 

ion of any ofiicer of this House ? 

Ir. STEPHENS S, of Georgia. I might be 
rned by the opinion of a committee upon 
ne matters; bat I certainly should not be gov- 
ed absolutely by the opinion of a committee 
who report upon a subject-matter like this with- 
oat the facts, and espec ially would I not do so 
when that report is coupled with insinuations 
which they say they have never investigate ‘d,and 
which would | blac ken the memory of the man the y 
wi oad expel. We might turn him out for incom- 

tency or for committing mistakes, but I would | 
rs even that if accompanied with vague 
rges of corruption. 

| wish to say, as I did in the commencement of 
my remarks, that Ido not know one thing con- 
nected with the facts of this case. I stand as an 
impartial juror, to judge by the facts when they 
shall be brought forward; and if the proof shall 
tain the charges made, I shall vote to expel 
- orkeeper. L simply want to know the facts 

‘I vote. | move the previous question. 

PHILLIPS. I ask the gentleman from 
Georgia to withdraw the demand. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I called the 
vious question in conformity with my promise 

to the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask the gentleman from 
Illinois to allow mea moment. _ 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the gen- 
leman from Georgia withdraw the previous ques- 

1fora moment: 

The SPEAKER. The genitleraan refuses to 
withdraw the demand. : 

Mr. SBINNER,. I ask the gentleman from 
Georgia to allow me to move this amendment: 
said R. B. Hackney be 
ad that the duties of Doorkeeper 
tormed by the Sergeant-at Arms. 

. STEPHEN S, of Georgia. I will not; be- 
cause I think that amendment would be doing 
ae rreat injus stiee. 

. KUNKEL, of Maryland. Ifthe previous | 
question is sustained, will it be allowable for any 
member of the committee to speak again to the 

n question before it is put? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman reporting a 
measure is entitled to spe ak upon it. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. 

ithe House but 


ithe ge 


. 


And that in the mean time the 
uspended from office, a 








I desire to de- 
a very few moments in reply 
entleman from Georgia, who last addres sed 
Iiouse. The gentleman argued that there 
Were no facts to support the report of the com- 
mittee, in respect to the unusual Jarge number of 
persons whom he had employed, which, the re- 
ri says, wos done without authority of law or 
ve, and against the direct admonition of the 
Committee ef Accounts. [tis evident that the gen- 
len nan from Georgia did not examine the report 
» by Mr. Hackney himself to the House, 
ider a resolution passed by the House. If the 
ntleman will refer to that report, he will dis- 
cover that Mr. Hackney reports to the House 
luinety-two persons in his employment. The com- 
mittee assert, upon their responsibil ity, that he | 
Has even agarger number than he has ported. 
He says, by way of explaining Mr. Hackney 
conduct, that it was not done corruptly, or in de: | 
fi ance of the control of the committee, because the | 
ionorable gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Ma- | 
son] reported a bill from the committee allowing 
the Doorkeeper a -larger° number of messengers 
than he is now, by law, allowed to employ. The 
lumber of messengers provided for in that bill, | 1] 
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was twenty-four. Mr. Hackney has a; 
thirty-four. The number provided forin the bill 
offered by the gentleman from New You k, | Mr. 
SEARING] wastwenty-three. The only difference 
between the provisi 


point d 


ions of the bills of the gentleman 
from Kentucky and of the gentleman from ene 
York, was, that under the former, cleven of the 
messengers were to be temporarily employed. 
Fourteen were authorized, with annual salaries, 
and eleven were to be dismissed at the expiration 
of each neress,. 
express requirements of t 
exists, and that supervising’ control which the 
Committee of Accounts have always heretofore 
assumed ove rthe Doorkeeper, in fixing the num- 
ber of employés, have been disregarded; 

insists on kee ‘ping in office 
is permitted e ither by law or usage, or the author- 
ity of the Committee of Accounts. 

I cannot see, Mr. Speaker, how the facts can 
be more clear, more explicit, or more thoroughly 
known to gentlemen than they now are. It has 
been stated on the responsibility of honorable gen- 
tlemen as worthy of eredit as is Mr 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
tee has never reported that evidence. 
never submitted the fa 


session of C So that not only the 


1¢ law, as it at present 


but he 
a larzer number than 


. Hackney. 
The commit- 

They have 
ts under oath. The een- 
tleman [Mr. Kune] rises here and states that 
such a person told him soand so. I want to see 
the stateme mete extentof it. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. Ido not intend 
to make any oath for what I say as a member of 
the House. 7 

Mr. STI oP! IENS 
on the oath of the members 
of the witnesses to whom tl 
Mr. KU NKEL, of 

1, 

h 


furt ver r evidenc se than the 


I do not mean 
:of the committee, but 
1e gentleman refers. 
Maryland. I want no 
statement made by the 


3, of Georgia. 


Joorkeeper hime self, in which he admits that he 
has ap mse st da larger number of persons than 
either the law or the usage of the House permits 


him, and in defiance ef the authority of your com- 
mitiee, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
eper ever made that statement? 
Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. , 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. | should be 
happy to have the gentle man sh OW it to me. 

Mr. KUNKEL, “of Mi wyland. ‘There is the 
statement. 

Mr. STEPHENS, 
that he does 
House? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virgrnia. 
from Maryland let me ask the gentleman from 
Georgia a question? There are two charges made 
in the report—excess of official appointments, and 
falsification of returns from the folding-room. In 
the answer of the Doorkeeper, he does not deny 
either of these charges. What evidence, then, 
does he want? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I have never 
seen any answer from the Doorkeeper. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I know it; and 
therefore I say ban answer here does not notice 
either of the charges. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. My resolution 
is to allow this matter to go toacommittee. Let 
the Doorkeeper be notified, and let the committee 
hear bis answer, and re port what his answer may 
be. ‘That is my resolution. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire the gentle- 
man from Georgia to understand that the report 
of the committee makes two specific charges; and, 
in answer to that report, the Doorke: sper comes 
forward and sets forth a statement in this uncer- 
tain manner, but does not re 
those charges. 
the truth of those eharges? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The Door- 
keeper, as | understand, in the paper that was 
re ad, denies the correctness of se ve ral of the state- 
ments made by the committe: but asks that he 
may have a hearing on them; and he pledges him- 
self to the House to show that he is not amcn- 
able to the charge. 

Mr. HOUSTON, 


Has the Door- 


~~ 


Yes, sir 


Does he state 
it in defiance of the authority of the 


of Georgia. 


Willthe gentleman 


I desire to know (for this 


spond to either of 
Lask if that is not a confession of 


discussion was going on when [ came up from 
committee this morning) whether the number of 
persons appointed by the Doorkeeper exceeds not 
only the number allowed him by law, but also 
the number recommended by the Committee of 
Accounts, when the gentleman from Kentucky 
| Mr. Mason] was its chairman ? . 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. It does. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I desire to know by what 
number? and then I desire to ask the gentleman 
two other questions in regard to the course the 
committee has pursued. One is, whi 
mittee has rep er the t 
bases its resolut i ondiioas ris, whether the com- 
mittee was eel ized to eXamine Witnesses in the 
investigation of this subject? 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. .] am now re- 
plying to the gentleman from Georgia; when | 
. ive finished with that part of the subject, | will 

reply to the gentleman from Alabama. The gen- 
tlem an from Geo eles a moment ago, reiterated 
the allegation that the Committee of Accounts had 
given no epportunity to Mr. Hackney to explain 
the charges against him. | distinetly stated, when 
L was up beforeythat the committee had given 
him such opportunity—had sent him a written 
notice explaining the grave charges made against 
him before that committee, and asking him for 
hisexplanation. laskthe Clerk to read the note 
addresse d to Mr. Hackney by the chairman of 
the Committee of Accounts. F 

The letter was read, 

Sir: The Committee of Accounts have had its attention 
called to the subject of the number of documents purported 
to have been folded and returned on the pay-rolls by you to 
the Clerk’s office. 

The committee have reason to believe that there are very 
great errors in your returns, and therefore request your at 
tendance at our committec-room immediately, in erder'to 
afford you the opportunity of submitting to us such expla- 
nations as you may be able or disposed to give. 

JOHN DICK, Chairman. 
Mr. 2. B. Wacnney, Doorkeeper House of Representatives. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. After this re- 
port was submitted to the House, on Thursday 
last, on the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Nicuons,] this subject was postponed until 
to-day, to give Mr. Hackney an opportunity to 
answer the report, [ had a conversation with the 
learned counsel who prepared his reply, to whom 
1 candidly stated the nature of the chs arges brought 
againsthim. Il cannot say what passe rd between 
that gentleman and myself, because that would be 
a breach of confidence. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
tleman allow me—— 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object to this cross-firing; 
we are wasting time this way. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of ¢ 
tleman a right to object? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia 
has a right to make a re rsonal Serer 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I havea right 
to make an inguiry if the gentleman yields me 

“s floor. 

‘he SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
it a be done except the inquiry appertains 
to a personal explanation. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. It does; and ! 
never interrupta gentleman for any other purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right 
to be heard if he rises for that purpose. 

Mr. STEPHENS , of Ge orgia. The gentleman 
from Maryland has just alluded to the notice that 
was given to Mr. Hackney to appear before the 
committee in relation to the entries in the folding- 
room. 
Mr. Hackney did not gan ar! 

Mr. LOVEJOY I sul mit that that is 
personal explanation. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. 
countable for the inattention of any gentieman 
noes this floor. In the remarks which “Lhod fir 

the honor to submit to the House, | stated that he 

ae appeared before the comm: tee , and that the 

x planations he gave there, in my judgment, only 

cog sated him the more. 

Mr.S rEPHENS, of Georgia. I desire to ask 
i the gentleman another question, for 1 wish to 


ther the com- 
nony on which it 


as follows: 


Will the gen- 


ivorgin. Has the gen- 


not a 


Iam not ac- 
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I wish now to inquire of the gentleman if 


4 
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elicit the facts. Did not Mr. Hackney state dis- 
tinctly to the committee that this matter was un- 
der the charge of his subordinates, and that, per- 
sonally, he knew nothing 

Mr. LOVEJOY. ] must insist upon my point 
of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opin 
‘ntleman from Georgia 


about it? 


yn that 
the interrogatories of the g 
nre not exactly in the nature of pe rsonal expla- 
pation. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Very well, sir. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. Will the gentle- 
man from Maryland indulge me for one moment? 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. Jt will take me 
off from the subject upon which the gentleman 
from Georgia has just interrogated me. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from J)linois 
objects to any interruptions except for personal 
explanation. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. I wish merely 
to say one word. | hope the objection will be 
withdrawn, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. No, sir, I must insist on it. 
We are wasting time here to the detriment of the 

sublic busines 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. It may be true, 
and perhaps it is true, that Mr. Hackney did say 
to the committee that he knew nothing about the 
accounts of the folding-room, butat the same time, 
with the inconsistency that always accompanies 
falsehood, he pretended to give explanations. He 
said he knew nothing about it, yet he volunteered 
to make explanations; and { have said to the 
House before, and say now to the gentleman from 
Cyeorgia, that the more explanations he gave the 
more anparent became the inconsists ney. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I am anxious to ask one 
qucstion.,. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I must object. 

Mr. KELLOGG. If my colleague will hear 
the question, Lam sure he will notobject. I de- 
sire to know if there is any evidence 

Mr. DEAN. LT object. 

Mr. KUNKEL, ot Maryland. I did not hear 
the gentleman’s question, or I would have an- 
ewered it cheerfully. 

Mr. KELLOGG. My question is whether 
there 1s any evidence—— 

Mr. EDIE. I object. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. It is apparent 
that I must necessarily be very incoherent in my 
remarks. Thecontinuity ofmy thouglits is broken 
up, and Ido not know that I make myself clear 
to gentlemen. The fault, | think, is not mine. 
It is to be attributed to the frequent interruptions 
which | have suffered. ‘The gentleman from 
Creorgia, upon those great principles which are 
not only common to the body of the common law, 
but to the hearts of all good men, claims some 
hearing for the accused. I hope I am as willing 
wd as ready, on all occasions, to extend that per- 
sonal indulgence to any man who may have 
erave charges brought arainsthim. But in this 
instance it does seem to me that the gentleman 
from Georgia has signally misplaced his sympa- 
thies. These subjects are so much matters of 
notoriety that you micht as well require me to 
prove the day of the month, or the hour of the 
day;and they are so well understood by the mem- 
bers of this House that it seems to me thatlam 
engaged unnecessarily in bringing home to their 
convictions facts which are not denied, and can- 
not be denied, whatever delay the Llouse may see 
proper to accord to Mr. Hackney. 

I come now to answer the inquiries of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama [Mr. Hovsren] in refer- 
ence to the number of the Doorkeeper’s t mployés 
exceeding the number allowed by law, aud al- 
lowed by the Committee of Accounts. 
bill reported by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Mason,] the number ofemployés allowed to 
the Doorkeeper was fift y-four, including the pages. 
Under the bill reported by the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Seaniwe,] the number allowed 
was fifty-three; and the House will remember that 
it was stated, at the time that report was handed 
in, that the bill had been drawn after consulting 
Mr. Hackney, and was perfectly satisfactory to 
him. But notwithstanding the fact that neither 
of these lnils allowed a greater aggregate number 
than fifty-four persons, Mr, Hackney has him- 
avif reported to Lhe Llouse that he has ninety-two 
persons in his employment. What other evi- 

dence do gentlemen want to prove to them that he 


Under the | 


is exceeding his authoritv, exceeding the number 


allowed him by law, and exceeding the number 
allowed him by the bill reported from the Com- 
mittee of Accounts heretofore? It seems to me 
so clear, Mr. Speaker, that [ cannot stultify the 
understanding of the House by dwelling any 
longer upon this part of the subject. 

] was disposed to believe, from the outset, sir, 
that Mr. Hackney was influenced in this strange 
conduct by th: 
tion, or, as the committee have stated in their re- 
port, by his incompetency, or want of that de- 
cision of character and firmness which his position 
required. The committee believed so from the 
beginning, and were, therefore, unwilling to pur- 
sue himany further than their strict duty required ; 
and if I have said anything this morning respect- 
ing Mr. Hackney that seems harsh, it has been 
brought on by himself and those who seem to be 
his advocates here, in challenging proof of other 
matters, which the committee have done nothing 
more than barely allude to, as being already the 
subject of investigation by a select committee of 
the House, who have proper authority to exam- 
ine witnesses. ‘The Committee of Accounts did 
not examine into the charges alluded to in their 
report—and I say itin exculpation of them—be- 
cause they had no authority, under the rules of 
the Llouse, to summon witnesses and swear them; 
and I, for one, was unwilling to take proof and re- 
port it here—placing it on record officially against 
a man—unless it could be done in a judicial man- 
ner. 

I hope the gentleman from Alabama is answered. 
But, sir, [deny that the committee were bound 
to investigate these charges of venality and cor- 
ruption against the Doorkeeper. They had no 
authority to do so. It would not have come with- 
in the scope of their duty if they had. They 
would have been exposed to more severe censure 
than has already been indulged in by the gentle- 
man from Georgia, |Mr. Stepnens.) And Il must 
be permitted to say that the comments of the gen- 
tleman were both unnecessary and unwarranted 
by the rules of proceeding in this body. Iam, 
for one, not disposed to submit to them, come 
from what quarter they may. 

Now, sir, to the charge—for I desire to confine 
myself solely and exclusively to the subject-mat- 
ter in the report. Why is delay asked for? Has 


easy good nature of his disposi- 


| not delay been eranted him? Has he not been be- 


fore the select committee for the last three months 
with his witnesses, where these subjects have 
been investigated? Ifhe has any defense to make, 
let him make it before that tribunal which has 
already been constituted to investigate these mat- 
ters. Why raise another committee? If the 


_ charges of venality and corruption are not substan- 


tiated, and the select committee appointed to try 
the charges of venality and corruption standing 
against him, clear him, itmay then, perhaps, with 
some propriety, be construed into a censuring of 
the Committee of Accounts for alluding to these 
charges in general terms. The committee brought 
it to the knowledge of Mr. LInckney that these 
accounts had been falsified. It is their duty sim- 
ply to audit and pass upon the accounts that are 
presented for their inspection. Butif the House 
retains in its employ a principal officer, who is 
in the habit of certifying to false returns, and the 
Committee of Accounts are to pass upon those 
returns, permit me to say that the whole power of 
this body cannot impose upon me the duty of sit- 
ting upon that committee to audit such accounts, 
and direct them to be paid out of the contingent 
fund. 

I will not speak of other charges, known to 
almost every member, which have been brought 
against the Doorkeeper. [tis an unpleasant sub- 
ject tome. Ido not desire to prolong this dis- 
sussion further; but I will say in conclusion, that 
I think the country expects it of the House to 
summarily dispose of this officer without delay. 
Efe has had all the ‘ime necessary to prepare his 
defense. But, instead of preparing any defense, or 
meking any issue before the House in reference 
to the truth of the allegations, he merely asks for 
further delay. Were that not unressonable, I 
should be disposed to extend it to him. But be- 
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lieving it unreasonable, the committee have in- |; 


strucied me to insist upon the disposal of the 
resolution as they have reported it. 
Mr. FAULKNER, I greatly deplore the con- 


dition of this business, not only on account of . 
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Mr. Hackney, but on account ef bis estimab!> 


and excellent family. I think the motion of the 
centieman from Georgia should prevail, and tha: 
the subject should be referred to the select com. 
mittee now engaged in investigating charges 
avainst Mr. Hackney. I will vote for that refer. 
3ut to proceed with the inquiry which | 
propose to make of the gentleman from Maryland, 
If the Committee of Accounts had limited thei, 
report to the charges strictly within their juris. 
5 ek } mo . 
diction, [ should feel fully prepared to act upoy 
the resolution submitted by them; but I desire to 
know from him whether the adoption of his res- 
olution might not be construed as indorsing eer. 
tain charges of malpractice and venality whic}, 
are alluded to in his report, but of which we hay. 
no evidence, and of which it does not appear the 
Committee of Accounts have had any evidence 
before them? 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. I can only say 
that the gentleman must judge for himself. If ho 
thinks this House ig not competent to dischargy 
its duty, in reference to the conduct of its Dooy- 
keeper, without further investigation, he must 
vote for the reference. Lam convinced myself of 
the facts stated in the report of the committee, anid 
shall vote against the reference. I shall vote for 
his instant expulsion; not because I am dispose: 
to condemn him upon grounds of venality and 
corruption, but because | think the fact of his 
utter incompetency has been fully proven; and to 
delay the matter is to embarrass the business of 
the Committee of Accounts and of the House. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman has not 
met the full point of my inquiry. I distinguish 
between these matters which are within the juris- 
diction of the Committee of Accounts, which they 
have fully investigated, and upon which they 
have made their report, and these indefinite allu- 
sions to malpractice and venality, which that com- 
mittee have not investigated, and of which they 
exhibit no proof. These charges are before a 
select committee, and upon which no report has 
yet been made. I think justice requires, since 
the Committee of Accounts have indorsed these 
charges of malpractice, that we should wait until 
next Monday, when a report may be expected 
from the select committee on these specific charges, 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. I must do Mr. 
Hackney the justice to say that I do not condemn 
him in that respect, however strong the rumors 
may be against him. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I will further 
modify my resolution by adding, ‘* and that the 
committee have leave to sit during the sessions of 
the House.’’ 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Would it be in order 
to move to amend the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Georgia ? 

The SPEAKER. It would not, the main ques- 
tion having been ordered to be put. 

ry : : e 

Lhe question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Streruens, of Georgia, it was put, and tle 
amendment was disagreed to. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution reported by the committee, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, demanded the 
yeas and nays. 

‘Tlie yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 142, nays 33; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Abbott. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, A» 
drews, Arnoid, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bennett, Biig 
ham, Blair, Bliss. Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Buffinton, Bur 
ingame, Case, Chaflee, Chapman, Ezra Clark, John b. 
Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockeni|, 
Colfax, Comins, Cragin, James Craig, Burton Craire, 
Crawtord, Cerry, Danirell, Davidson, Davis of Maryland, 
Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dawes, Dean, Dich, 
Diminiek, Dodd, Durfee, Edic, Edmundson, Eustis, Fat 
worth, Fenton, Foley, Foster, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, 
nin, Gilnwer, Goode, Goodwin, Greenwood, Gregg, Groves 
heck, Grow, Lawrence W. Hall, Thoinas L. Narris, Has- 
kin, Hawkins, Hill, Hoard, Horton, Houston, Howard, 
llugies, Huyler, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Owen 
Jones, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Beane Jacob M. Kunkel, 
Lawrence, Leidy, Letter, Lovejoy, Maclay, McKibbin, 
MeQueen, Miles, Moore, Morgan, Morrit (Edward Jo) 
Morris, Isaane N. Morris, Oliver A. Morse, Niblack, Olin, 
Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Peyton, Phillips, Pike, Potter, Pow- 
ell, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, Rieaud, Ritchie, Robbins, 
Royee, Sandidge, Scales, Scott, Henry M. Shaw, Job 
Sherman, Shorter, Robert Smith. William Smith, Spc. 
Sistiworth, Stanton, William Stewart, George Taylor, Miles 
Taytor, Thayer, Tompkins, Underwood, Wade, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israe}_ W ae 
burn, Whiteley, Winslow, Wood, Wortendyke, Jobo ¥- 
Wright, and Zollicoer—1.2. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Billinghurst, Bryan, Caruthers, Cask 





Clawson, Dowdell, Elliott, Florence 


, Gooch, Jackson, Je 
kins, Jewett, Keitt, Letcher, Humphrey Marshall, Mort, 
Nichols, Pendleton, Phelps, Potle, Russeil, Seward, Sick- 


_ Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, 
iibot, Tappan, Trippe, Ward, 


Stephens, Stevenson, 
Wilson, and Woodson— 


So the resolution was agreed to, 

Pending the call, 

Mr. McQUEEN stated that Mr. Bonaam 
paired off with Mr. Wacpron for one week. 

Mr. BRYAN said: Believing the dismissal too 
summary, | vote ** no.” 

Mr. COX stated that he had paired off with Mr. 
Cc. B. CocHRANE. 

Mr. FLORENCE stated that Mr. Lanny was 
detained at home by indisposition in his family. 

Mr.SICKLES said: I do not think the accused 
has had a fair opportunity to be heard in his de- 
fense. I, therefore, vote ** no. 

Mr. SINGLE TON said: I vote ** no.’ Ido it, 
not for the purpose of protecting the Doorkeeper 
in anything wrong, but because I think the case 
of corruption has not been clearly made out. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, said: For the same 
reasons expressed by the gentleman who has just 
taken his seat, | vote ** no.’’ 

Mr. CLEMENS. I object to any further ex- 
cuses being made. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. 
bates 

Mr. CLEMENS. TI object. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Thisinvestigation ought 
to have been pursued further; but believing that 
the Doorkeeper is at least incompetent, | vote in 
the afirmative. 

Mr. ELLIOTT. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I object. 

Mr. ELLIOTT. Lobject to condemning a man 
vithout a trial, and I vote **no.’’ 

Mr. FLORENCE. Did I not understand the 
Chair to decide that gentlemen had a right to ex- 
plain? 

The SPE AKER. 

Mr. FLORENCE 
because 

Mr. CLEMENS. I — the gentleman to order. 

Mr. FL‘ RENCE, Vell, 1 desire —— 

[Cries of ** Order! iy" 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania is out of order, 

Mr. HILL. I desire—— 

Mr. CLEMENS. I object. 

Mr. HLILL. Out of respect to the committee, 
I will make my vote * ay.”’ 

Mr. TALBOT said, (Mr. CLemens calling to 
order at the same time,) | cannot vote againsta 
man without giving him a full and fair trial, and 
I vote **no.”? [Laughter.] 

Mr. GARTRELL. I vote “ ay”’ 
pose of moving a reconsideration. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 desire to know whether 
there is any mode of enforcing the 42d rule, which 
requires every member present to vote unless ex- 
Cust d? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. None in the world. 
You cannot make a man answer. 

The vote was then announced, as above re- 
corde d. 

Mr KUNKEL, of Maryland, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the re enlution was adopt- 
ed; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table, 

Mr. GREENWOOD demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRAN 
the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were refused. 

The yeas and nays were refused: 


The motion to reconsider was then laid on the 
table. 


had 
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I think 


I vote ** ay.” 


I desire to say—— 


The Chair did not say so. 
1 voted against this thing 





for the pur- 


VE called for tellers on 


ELECTION OF DOORKEEPER. 
Mr. HASKIN. I rise to a question of privi- 


lege. The House now being without a Door- 
‘ceper, | propose the adoption of the following 
resoluuon, and upon it I call the -previous ques- 
lion: 


Resolr ced, That Darius Truesdell, of New York, be, and 
he is here by » appointed Doorke eper of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for the Thirty- Fifth Congress. 


Mr. SHORTER. I move to lay the resolution 
on the table 
Mr. FLORENCE. 


Mr. PHELPS. 
read, 


I object to the resolution. 
I ask to have the 14th rule 


Mr. BOCOCK. I rise to a question of order. 
Itis not in order asa question of privilege to move | 
to appointa particul ar person as Doorkeeper of 
the House of Ri presentatives. It would be in 
order to move i proces ‘d to the election of a Door- 
keeper. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the ques- 
tion of order. 

Rule 14 was then read, as follows: 

** Tn all cases of election by tl 
vote shall be taken viva voce.”’ 

Mr. HASKIN. I then move that the House 
proceed to the election of a Deorkeeper 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, moved (at 
half past two o’clock) that the House adjourn. 

The question was taken, and on a division of 
the House there we re——ayes 7, noes 112. 

Mr. ENGLISH.  Leall for the yeas and nays 

Mr. KELTT. I wish to ask the gx sia man from 
Indiana to withdraw his demand for the yeas and 
nays, with a view of seeing whether we cannot 
come toa conclusion on this matter. Ido not 
think that little advantages ought to be snatched 
in this way. I do not think that anybody anti- 
cipated the result—at all events nobody should 
have made preparations for it. 

Mr. MORGAN. Is debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then I object. 

Mr. KEITT. I want to have this thing ar- 
ranged. I belong to no party; go into no cau- 


ie House of its officers, the 


cus— 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not debatable. 

Mr. HASKIN. I move now to proceed to the 
election of a Doorkeeper 

The SPEAKER. The pending question is a 

5 4 

motion to adjourn, and on that the yeas and nays 
have been demanded. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. IT understood that 
the motion to adjourn was withdrawn. 

Mr. KEITT. It will be withdrawn if we agree 
to zo into the election of Doorket per to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. 
withdrawn ? 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. 

mt : 1 ae ia il 

The yeas and nays were orcered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negatives-yeas 87, nays 103; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. All, Anderson, Arnold, Atkins, Avery, 
Barksdale, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Bryan, Burns, Caskie, 
John B. Ciark, Clay, Ciemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cock- 
erill. Corning, Cox, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, David- 
son, Davis of Mississippi, Dimmick, Dowdell, Edmundson. 
Eiliott, English, Faulkner, Fenton, Fiorenee, Foley, Gar- 
nett, Gartrell, Gillis. Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, 
Lawrence W. Hall, Jackson, Jenkins, J. Gianey Jones 
Owen Jones, Keitt. Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lawrence, 
Leidy, Maclay, McQueen, Miles, Miller. Millsonu. Niblack, 
Pendleton, Peyton, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Reagan, 


is the motion to adjourn 


No, sir. 


Rutlin, Russell, Scales, Scott, nme M. Shaw, Shorter 
Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Staliworth, 
Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, ‘Talbot, George 


Miles Taylor, Ward, Wa 
Winstow, Woodson, 
Zollicoffer—e87. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, 
Bingham. Blair, Bliss. 


‘Taylor, White, Whiteley, 


Wortendyke, Jolin V. Wright, and 


thins, 


Andrews, Bennett, Billinghurst, 
sutlinton, Burlingame, Campbell, 
Caruthers, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 
James Craig. Curtis, Damrell, Davis of Indiana, Davis of 
Massachusetts, Davis of Lowa. Dawes, Dean, Dick . Dodd, 
Durfee, Eustis, Farnsworth, Foster, Gilman, Gilmer, 
Gooch, Goodwin, Grow, Pobert B. Hati, Thomas L. Har- 
ris, Haskin, Hill, Hoard, Hopkins, Horton, Houston, How 





ard, Hughes, Huyler, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kellogg, 
Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Leiter, Letcher. Lovejoy, Hum 


phrey Marshall, Samuel 8. 
Maynard, Morgan. Morrill, 
Morris, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Olin, Palmer, Parker. Pet 
tit, Phelps, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Ready, Ritehic. Robbins, 
Roberts, Royce, Seward, Auron Shaw. John Sherman, 
Judson W. Sherman, Robert Smith, Spinner, Stanton, 
William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, ‘Tompkins, 
Trippe, Underwood, Wade, Walbridge, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn. Ejlihu B. Washbburne, Israel Washburn, Wil- 
son, and Wood—! 

So the House refused to adjourn 

Pending the vate, 

Mr. WA LBRID( tie stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Leacn, was still detained in his room by in- 
disposition. 

Mr. COX stat: of that he had ascertained that 
his pair with Mr. Crark B. Cocurane had ex- 
pired on Saturday i and that he was at per- 
fect liberty to vote. 

Mr. GILMAN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Morsgs, was still confined to his room by indis- 
position. 

After the announcement of th 
recorded, 


Mr. HASKIN said: In order that the time of 


the House may not be unnecessarily consumed, 


Marshall, Mason, 
Edward Joy Morris, 


Matteson, 
Isaac N. 





e vote as above 
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I propose to withdraw my motion, and to substi- 
tute in place of it this proponition: that we pro- 
ceed to-morrow, immediately after reading th e 
Journal, to the election of Doorkeeper, and that 
in the mean time the property which should be in 
the charge of the Doorkeeper shall be taken charge 
of by the Sergeant at-Arams., 

The centleman whose name I have introduced 
is one of the Assistant Doorlses pers from my dis- 
trict. I know he comes up to the Jacksonian 
standard, and I wished to call the attention of the 
Ho feo 

a E MENS. I move to amend the prop- 

sition by inserting twelve o’clock. 

Mr. HASKIN. The time | propose, is imme- 
diately after finishing the reading of the Journal. 

Mr. CLEMENS demanded the yeas and nays 
on his amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only four 
members voting therefor. : 

Mr. MORGAN moved the previous question. 

‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

The question was first taken on the amendment, 
and it was not agreed to—ayes forty-five, nays not 
counted. 

‘The question then recurred on the original prop- 
osition, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the 
by which the proposition wa 


moved to lay the 
table ‘ 





vole 
sarreed to, andalse 
motion to reconsider on the 


The latter motion was arreed to. 
EMPLOYES OF THE HOUSE. 

MASON. I desire to offer a resolution 
fixing the number, pay, and compe ‘nsation of the 
employés of the Door keeper before he is elected. 
It will be then understood | ry him, and ali per- 
sons whom he may select, what their number and 
compensation is, ‘If it is not found sufficient, the 
Committee of Accounts are at all times author- 
ized to employ a force for temporary purposes. 

Mr. COX. I object to that resolution. 

Mr. MASON. I move to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain 
that motion now. 

Mr. GROW. The special committee on print- 
Ing instructed me, some time ago, to reporta bill 
to the Flouse separating the folding-room from 
the charge of the Doorkeeper ‘This, probably, 
is the fittest time to bring it up for consideration. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
know why the motion to suspend the rules is not 
in order? 

The SPEAKER. There was a proposition 
made on Saturday, by the gentleman from New 


York, [Mr. Crare ,] to discharge the Judiciary 
Committee from the further consideration of a 
memorial. That proposition came before the 


ELouse on Saturday by unanimous consent, which 
operated as a suspension of the rules; and until 
that matter is disposed of, the Chair is of opinion 
that it is not in order to receive another motion 
to suspend the rules, inasmuch as we are acting, 
by unanimous consent, under a suspension of the 
rules. It wason that ground that the proposition 
of the gentleman from Mississippi was ruled out 
of order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. On that 
ground f objected, on Saturday, to the introdue 
tion of the resolution of the Committee on th 
Judiciary. 

Mr. GROW. The special committee on prin’ 
ing have instructed me to report a bill whieh | 
send to the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that tl 
committee cannot report now, for the reason the: 
the Chair has given to the gentleman from Ke 
tucky. 

IMPEACHMENT OF JUDGE WATROUS. 
The SPEAKER. The first business in ord 
is the consideration of the resolution of the ger 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Crark,] to d-» 
charge the Committee on the Judiciary from the 
further consideration of the memorial of Mr. Aj 
exander, in the matter of the impeachment of 

Judge Watrous. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and 
main question ordered; and, under its operation, 
the resolution was agrced to. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of Carolina, moved to recon- 
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sider the vote ju t take lalsoyr d to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the ta 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ADMISSION OF NEW STATES. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I now move to suspe nd the 
rules, to enable me to introduce the joint resolu- 
tion concerning the admission of new States into 
the Union, which I endeavored to introduce this 
morning 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
yeas and nays upon that motion. 

The yeas and aays were ordered. 

Mr. GILLIS. [I would inquire of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi whether this resolution, if 

lopted, would exclude Oregon ? 

Mr. QUITMAN. I would merely reply-—— 
' Loud eries of ** Orde r!’’) 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
n; and there were—yeas 


I demand the 


The question was talk 


8, nays 88; as follows: 

YEAS Mesers. Abil, Anderson, Atkine. Avery, Barks 
dale, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Barns, John B. Clark, Clay, 
(‘jemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockenll, Coriing, Cox, 
lames Craig, Crawtord, Curry, Davidson, Davis of Missis 
ippi, Dimmick, Dowdell, Edmundson, Bliliott, English, 
‘ustia, Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Goode 
Greenwood, Greg, Lawrence W. Hall, Hawkins, Hill, 
Houston, Hayler, Jackson, Jenkins, J. Glancy Joucs, Keiu, 


Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lawrence, Leidy, Letcher, Me 
Queen, Humphrey Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Mill- 
on, Moore, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Quitman, 


Ready, Reagan, Ruffin, Sandidge, Scales, Seott, Seward, 
Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Singleton, Robert Smith, 
William Smith, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. stewar 
lalbot, Trippe, Underwood, Ward,Watkins, White, Whitt 


ley,Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, John v. .» Wright, and 
Zollicotler—ee, 

NAYS— Mesars. Abbott, Adrain, Andrews, Arnold, Bil 
linghurst, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Butiiaton, Burlingame, 
Campbell, Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colvax, 
Coming, Cragin, Curtis, Damrell, Davis of Indiana, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Durfee Farn 
worth, Fenton, Gilman, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger. Grow, 
Robert B. Hall, Hoard, Hopkins, Horton, Howard, Huge 


Jewett, George W. Jones, Owen Jones, Kelsey, Kalgore, 
Knapp, Leiter, Lovejoy, Maclay, MeKibbin. Matteson, Mil 

Morgan. Morrill, Bdward Jov Morris, Oliver A. Morse, 
Mott, Nichols Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike. Potter, Pot 
tle, Powell, Ritehie, Robbins, Roberts, Lovee, Russell. Jolin 
Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, William 
Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Thomp-on, Tompkins, Wade, 
Walbridge, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elldiu B. Wash 


burne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, and Wood 

So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. RUSSELL stated that, not wishing to ex- 
clude Oregon from admission into the Union, he 
voted ** no.’’ 

PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. lask the unimous consent 

of the House to offer the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That between the hours of four and five o'clock 


pom. of each day prior to the 29th instant, the House, or the 
Committee of the Whole House, er the C mittee of the 
Whole on the state of the Unton, may take a recess until 
seven O'clock, p. m., and preceding each recess debate in 
committee shall be confined to the pending question. 
Resolved, That the names of members absent without 


leave of the House, on the last vote by veas and nays pre 
ceeding a recess or adjournment, shail bo entered on the 
mrnal, and reported inthe G ras absent without leave 
Resolved, That on Friday and Saturday, the 2!stand 22d 
f May, 1858, private bills, to the passage of which no ob 
“tion shall be made, shall first be considered and disposed 
in Committee of the Whole House on the Private Cal 
endar. 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I object. 
Mr. CHAFFEE. I move to suspend the rules. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Do the genitle- 
man’s resolutions provide that the House or the 
Committee of the Whole may take a recess? 
Mr. CHAFF! OF Yes, sir. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
necessity for that, 
Mr. CLEMENS. I demand the yeas and nays 
onthe motion to suspend the rules. . 
RYE SICKLES, (at half past three o’elock, p. 
.) I move that the House do now adjourn, 
ihe motion was disagreed to. 7 
Mr. WASHIBURN, of Maine. T would sug- 
sest to the gentleman from Massachusetts that 
he modify his resolution so as to provide that no 
vote shall be taken after the rece SS, except upon 
motions that the committee rise and thatthe House 
adjourn, 
Mr. CHAFFEE, [accept that modification. 
Mr. LETCHER. I desire to suggest to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts.an amendment to 
the resolution providing that the names of the ab- 
sentees shall be reported. It is that he ty add 
that the pay of the absentees for that d: ry be de- 





I do not see any 
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also that any member who shall sleep 
of th House shall have his pay 
ies 4 {Ta Skin’ 

Mr. JOHN COC FR ANE. J would suegcest 
anotheramendment, that he should provide thatno 
man shall slee p during the sessions of the House. 

Mr. BLISS. If the rules shall be suspended I 
shall offer the following as a substitute for the res- 
olution of the gentleman from Massachusetts: 


ducted and 


net he session 


Resolved, That during the present, and the next week, it 
shall be in order each day for the Committee of the Whole 
to take a recess until halfpastseven o’clock, p. m., provided 
that no votes shall betaken atsuch evening sessions except 
on motions that te committee do rise and the House ad 
journ. * . 


Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. The substitute of 
= gentleman from Ohio would do some good, 
but the resolutions of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts would certainly obstruct the business of 
the Hlouse, as every member must sce when he 
studies them. I, therefore, hope they will not be 
adopted. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. I would like to make an in- 
quiry of the gentleman who introduces this reso- 
lution. I wish to know whether these night ses- 
sions are for the purpose of transacting business? 
If we are to come here merely for they urpose of 
resolving ourselves into ade sles cenate ty, ‘T shall 
vote against it. 1am willing to vote for evening 
sessions to transact the business of the House. 

Mr PHILLIPS. Can the question be taken 
upon the resolutions separately ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes so, if 
the sanlatinns were in. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Let us have the 
regular order of I call for that. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the 
rules is the reeular order of business. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to lay the 
resolutions on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The resolutions have not 
been received. 

The y eas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. CHAFFEE demanded tellers upon the 
que won. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
BARKSDALE were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes seventy-four, not two thirds of a 
querum. 

So the rules were not suspended. 


BRITISH INTERFERENCE. 


ARKSDALE, by unanimous consent, 
ie following resolution: 


busine ss. 


3uiss and 


Mr. 
avi 


otte red 


R 
th 
Resolved, Thatthe President be requested to communi 
ente to this House, if not incompatible with the pubtic in 
terests, any information in bis possession in relation to the 
firing into, boarding, or searching vessels belonging to the 
United States, in the Guif of Mexico, by British ships ot 
war. 

Mr. LEITER. 
man to add ** or on the coast of Cuba.”’ 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 

Mr. SICK LES. 1 suggest to the gentleman 
that he ade d **and in the ports of Cuba.”’ 

Mr. BARKSDALE, I think the resolution as 
it now stands is sufiiciently comprehensive. 

The resolution was adopted, 
OFFICE OF DOORKEEPER. 


Mr. MASON. Lask the consent of the House 
to offer the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the compensation of the Doorkeeper of 
the House of Representatives shall hereafter be $2,000 per 
annum, and that he be, and he is hereby, authorized to em- 
ploy a superintendent of the folding-room at a compensa- 
tion of 81,500 per annum, and that he may employ under the 
direction of the Committee o! 
Representatives, such number of folders and laborers as 
may be deemed necessary to perform the work; and also 
that be may employ under the direction of the aforesasl eom- 


mittee two horses during the session of Congress, and that | 


he may receive a suitabic allowance for expenses in send 

ing messages and dispatches by messengers and pages. 
ind he it further resolved, ‘That the Doorkeeper of the 

House of Representatives be, and he is hereby, authorized 


to employ not exceeding fourteen messengers, at a compen- 


sation of three dollars per day each per annum ; and not ex- 
ceeding eleven messengers, at a compensation of three dol- 
lars each per day during the session of Congress ; and not 


exceeding four laborers, ata compensation of one doliar and | 
fiity eents each per day during the year; and not exceeding | 


five laborers, at a compensation of one dollarand fifty cents 
per day each during the session of Congress ; and not exceed- 
ing twelve pages, between the ages of ten and sixteen years, 


at a compensation of two dollars per day each during the | 


session of Congress. 

Ind be it further resolved, ‘That the Doorkceper have de- 
ducted from his pay a sufficient amount to pay any contract 
rade by him net authorized by this resolution, or without 
authority of this House. 


I would suggest to the gentle- | 


1 accept the amendntent. 


Accounts of The House of 
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Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. I object; = 
cause, in the opinion of the Committee of Ac. 
counts, the compensation is inadequate and the 
number not sufficient. 

Mr. HUGHES. I move that the House ad. 
journ,. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. MASON. I move to suspend the rules 
to enable me to offer the resolutions which have 
been read. 

The Honse divided; and there were—ayes 118, 
noes 40, 

Mr. COX demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

So the rules were uspended (two thirds voting 
in favor thereof.) : 

Mr. MASON. I move the previous question 
upon the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. GARNETT. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky that he should modify his 
resolution so as to authorize the Committee of Ac- 
counts to pay to those employés whom Mr. Hack- 
ney has employed during the session, and who 
have actually rendered services, a fair compensa- 
tion for the time they have been employed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let that matter come up b 'y 
itself. 

Mr. SMITH, of Hlinois. I want to appeal to 
the gentlemen from Kentucky to modify his res- 
olution, so as to authorize the employment of 
twenty pages—six more than he has embraced iy 
his resolution. I believe if there is anything in 
which we should be liberal, it should be in em- 
ploy ing the boys of indigent persons in this city. 

Mr. MASON. ‘The House can order them, if 
it wants them. 

Mr. EUSTIS. Is it in order to move to lay 
the whole subject upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. EUSTIS. Then 1 make that motion. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. 
the gentleman from Kentucky 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to debate. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. 1 do not wish 
to debate the matter, but simply to make a re- 
quest. 

The SPEAKER. That is in the nature of de 
bate. ; 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. Hardly in the 
| nature of debate. I wish to ask the gentlema» 
from Kentucky to withdraw his demand until | 
can move to refer the resolution to the Committee 
of Accounts. 

Mr. MASON. I cannot. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. KELLY (at three o’clock and fifty min- 
utes) moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
|| Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. I call for a sep- 
arate vote upon the different resolutions. 

The question was then taken on the first reso- 
lution; and it was agreed to. 

The question recurring upon the adoption of 
the second resolution— 

Mr. CLEMENS. I move to insert fourteen 
pages in the place of twelve. 

The SPEAKER. No amendment is in order. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. Does the res- 
| olution propose to appropriate money ? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. 
the resolution on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. What effect will 
the laying of this resolution on the table have 
upon the other resolutions ? 

The SPEAKER. It would be the rejection of 
this one. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. Asa member of 
the Commiitee of Accounis, I desire to state— 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr.COX. Can there be any amendment lere- 
after of the first resolution? 
| The SPEAKER. There can be no amend- 
| ment. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay 
on the table the second resolution; and it was not 
agreed to. 

“The question recurred on the second resolution: 
and it was adopted. 
|| _ The question then recurred on the third resolu- 
tion; and it was adopted. 
|| Mr. MASON moved to reconsider the votes by 


I wish to ask 
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which the several resolutions were adopted; 
so moved to lay the motion to rec 


all 
snsider on the 
The latter motion was agreed to. 

TARIFF REVISION 


=. MORRIS, of Pen: isylvania. I ask the 
animeus consent of the House to offer the fol- 
low ing re solution: 


La 


Whereas, the existing tariff has been found inadequatego 
supply the Government with revenue, and has proved itsel! 
source of embarrassment to the trade and interests of the 
ci untry : Therefore, 

it res ri d, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
ey » instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
pill revising the present tariff, abolishing foreign valuation, 
and senenen ing specific duties, and home valuation, where 
necessary, to retain ad valorem duties, and so augmenting 
the dutie s on articles Coming into competition with domes- 
tic manufactures and products as to afford increased pro- 
tection to American industry and labor. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I object. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, moved to sus- 
nend the re s,and on that motron demanded the 
yeas and ni 
” The yeas aed nays were ordered. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to—there being, on 
a division—ayes 81, noes 96. 

The question was taken on Mr. Morris’s mo- 
tion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 86, 
nays 101; as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Andrews, Bennett, 
Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Buffinton, Burlingame, Case, 
Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, John Cochrane, Colfax, 
{ 
j 


‘omins, Corning, Cragin, Curtis, Damrell, Davis of Mary 
wid, Davisof Massachusetts, Davis of Lowa, Dawes, Dean, 
Dodd, Durfee, Eustis, Fenton, Foster, Gilman, Gilmer, 


Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hail, Hoard, 
Horton, Howard, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp. Leidy, 
Leiter, Humphrey Marshall, Matreson, Maynard, Morgan, 
Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Olin, 
Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottie, Ready, Rite 





Robbins, Roberts, Royee, John Sherman, Judson W. 
man, Sickles, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, 
pan, Thayer, Thompson, ‘Tompkins, 
Walbridge, Cadwalader ©. 
burne, Israel Washburn, 
licoffer—86. 

NAYS —Messrs. Anderson, Arnold, 
Barksdale, Blair, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Bryan, Burns, 
Caskie, Chapman, John Bb. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, 
Cockerill, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawiord, 
Curry, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Farnsworth, Pauik 
ner, Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Goode, Green- 
vood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Thomas L. 
Harns, Hawkins, Hill, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Luy- 
ler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 


Sher 
Tap 
Underwood, Wade, 


Washburn, Eliihu B. 
White, 


Wash- 
Wiison, Wood, and Zol- 


Atkins, 


Avery, 





Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Law- 
renee, Leteher, Lovejoy, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Miles, Miller, Millson, Moore, 


Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps. 
lips, Powell, Quitman, Reagan, Ruffin, Russell, 


Phil 


Sandidze, 


Seales, Seott, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw. Shorter, Sin 
gleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 


Stallworth, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, ‘Tal 
bot, George ‘Taylor, Miles ‘laylor, Watkins, Whiteley, and 
Winslow—101. 

So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 

Pending the eall, 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee, stated that on 
s question he had paired off with Mr. Camp- 
L,of Ohio. He would have voted against the 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
of order. I find on my 
cing the order of business on the S 
i desire to know if it is in order to supersede that 
Calendar by independent motions of gentiemen all 
over the Hall? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Then the Calendar 
might as well not be printed. 
ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE ARTS. 

- MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I present 
to the ° Hake a memorial, signed by i a large num- 


er of the artists of the United States, who pray 
os the encouragement of the arts by Congress, 


? 








I rise to a question 


s 


and especially pointing out the embellishment of 


our costly national edifices as affording a fair op- 


I rtunity for the gratification of their wishes in 
this particular. Approving, as Ido, of their view, 


| offer the following resolution for adoption by 
the House: 


Resolved, That the memorial of artists of t! re United States 
be, and the same is, be reby referred to wselect committee 
of five, to be appeinted by the Speaker, with instructions 
to report on she expediegey of granging the pegitipn of phe 
nienivr igtisty, aud with poiver to réport by bit ct 






or vibetWise. 


rdesk a Cale ‘ndar, announ- | 
Spe vaker’ 8 table. | 


| sentatives, (No. 
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I object. 
I move to 


“Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. 

Mr. M ARSH: ALL, of Ke ntucky. 
suspend the rules. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
twenty minutes past four o’clock) the House ad- 


I move that the 


journed. 


IN SENATE. 


Tuespay, Jay 18, 1858. 
Pray: > by Rev. Witiram Pinckney, D. D. 


Thesournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
3,) for paying the compensation 
of the stenograpliers e mploye d by the committees 
of the House of Representatives; and it was read 


twice, and referred to the Committee on Finance 


| diclary; 


| was referred th e mi 


; ISON & 


PETITIONS AND MEMOR 


Mr. KING presented a petition of business 
men of the northwestern lakes, praying that an 
appropriation may be made for the purpose - 
ascertaining whether Professor Ballot’s rule, by 
which the approach of storms may be foretold, is 
applicable to the lakesywhich was referred to the 
Committee on Nav al Affairs 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented the memorial of 
J.H. Langly and others, citizens of Illinois, pray- 
Ing for the recognition of their pre émption claims 
to lands in the late military reservation on Rock 
Island, lilinois; which was referred to the C 
mittee an Public Lands. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of Mi- 
chael Nourse, praying compensation for certain 
services rendered by the direction of the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the memorial of Hiram 
McCullough, praying to be released from his 
suretyship on the contract of S. A. West and G. 
McC ullough, f for the delive 
port navy-yard; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition of citiz ns 
of Newark, praying that the public lands s may be 
laid out in farms or lots for the free and exclusive 
use of actual settlers; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented certain testimony in 
relation to the contested election of Senators from 
Indiana; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


IALS. 


oni- 


ry of stone at the Gos- 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BIGLER, from the Con :mittee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
petition of John Wightman, submitted an advers: 
report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. YUL, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom were referred the 
joint resolution (S. No. explanatory of an 
actentitled ** An act for the f of George Chor- 
penning, jr.,’’ approved March 3, 1857, the peti- 
tion of George Chorpe nning, and the presentment 
of the grand jury of the United States for the 
northern district of Florida relative to the erec- 
tion of a court-house for that district, asked to be 
discharged from their further consideration, and 
that they be referred to the Committee on the Ju- 

y; which was agreed to 

He also, from the committee, to whom 
was refe rred the petition of cityzens of Michigan, 
relative to the construction of certain wagon roads 
in that State, and the papers re lating to the adop- 
tion of Oliver Evan W ood’ 


36) 


re Lic 


saine 


‘ : ’ 7 
s plan for the delivery 


of letters in California, and in Oregon and Wash- 
ington Territeries, asked to be discharged from 


their further consideration; which was agreed 
to. : 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the 
the children of Stephen Krebs, asked that the c 
mittee be discharged from its fu 
tion. 

He also, 


ymi- 
rther considera- 
from the same committee, to whon 

smorial of Madison Sweetser, 
reporie od a bill (S. No. 377) for the relief of Mad- 
Sweetser; which was read, and passed toa 
second reading 


petition of 
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Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The memorial 
of ‘Taliaferro P. Shaffner, praying for an amend- 
ment to the act of Cx of March 3, 1857 
‘*to expedite tt legraphic communications for th 
uses of the Government in its foreign intercours 
so that the subsidy granted by that act shall 
general in its application to all oceanic telegraph 
has been referred to t 


ress ot 


he Committee on Printing, 
and they report in favor of printing the memorial 
without an map. ‘The 
lars. The committee be tie 
too much information b 


and upon mvestigation we as 


cost will be seventy do 
ve that we cannot have 
us on this 


fore subjec 


satisfied there 1 
much important information-in the memorial, I 
ask that an order to print it be granted, and th: 
the memorial be referred to the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


It was so ordered. 


Committee on tue 


PAPERS WITH 
- On motion of Mr. 


Order 
draw hi 


DRAWN. 


DOUGLAS, it was 
, That Cyrus H. 
petulio 


MeCormick have leave to wil! 
1 aud papers. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Auuen, its Clerk, announced that ti 
House of Representatives had passed the bill o 
the Senate (No. 314) for the prosecution and pun- 
ishment of frauds in land titles in California, with 
out amendment ; and had passed the bill of th 
Senate (No. 312) to provide for the collection and 
safe-keeping of D iblic archives in the State of Cal- 
lfornia, With an amendment. 


POST ROUTES IN MINNESOTA. 

Mr. SHLELDS submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, Th at thet own nit ” 
be, and they are hereby 


on the Post Office and Post 
y, tnstructe Ito tnquire into the 
expediency of establishing miei routes from Clear Lake, by 
Clear Water ‘air Laven, to Forrest City, in the State ot 
Minnesota; from Farribault, Rice county, via Swaresay, 
and Josco, to Mankato, in Blue Earth county, in the State 
of Mir ; from Owatonna, via Clear Lake and Joseo, to 
Mankato, ae, from Austin, via Geneva, Berlin, Otisco, Wil 
ton. and Joseo, to St. Peter, in the State of Minnesota; from 
Red Wing, via Sacramento, Wanamingo, and Rice Lake, to 


Roads 


and t 


inesota 


Owatonna,in the State.of Minnesota ; from Cannon’s Pail 
via Wastedo, Hader, Wanamingo, Cherry Grove, and Con 
cord, to Mantorville, in the State of Minnesota. 


AGGRESSIONS ON AMERICAN CITIZENS. 
Mr. ¢ oa asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, ive to introduce a joint resolution (S 
No. 42) a the adjustment of difficulties with the 
Sepublies of New Granada, Central America, and 
lexico; which was read twice by its title. 
Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, t have adopted, 
as the nature of the subject I wish to have 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 
would permit, the very words of the joint reso- 
lution which passed the Senate a few days ago, 
having reference to our difficulties with Paraguay, 
in order that no new ion would have to be 
considered by the committee In acting upon it 
[t cannot be denied that we have been trifled with 
by the Gover: New Granada and Nica 
ragua. The treaties made by their Ministers there 
have been, in one instance, so altered as to b 
almost an insult to this Governmenty and in th 
other, so delayed as to place it out of the power 
of the President, even if it is ratified, to lay it be 
wre the Senate before we adjourn. In both of 
these States, and especially the former, our citi 
zeus have been murdered and plundered, and we 
have had no redress. I include the other Central 
Aimerican States, because I have no doubt, if th 
Pr ‘esident is authorized to de mi ind re paration from 
those States, many cases wiil present themselv: 


as near 


quest 
i 


r 
iments of 





where our citizens have been grossly outraged 
Such instances in Mexico are too numerous to 


require any sh e of them {in detail. 

Sir, we are becoming a by-word with the wholv 
civilized world for the neglect of our citizens i: 
foreign States. No wonder Great Dritain think: 
she can, with impunity, search our vessels in th 
Gulfof Mexico; we never resent anything. Wh 
that gulf is swarming with British cruisers, » 
have afloat but one vessel, I learn—the Fulto: 
formerly, | believe, a ee turned into en 
indifferent ship-of-war. I want the responsibility 


, brought directly becme. to some one branch of the 


i; Gove settle these. diffigaluics, which ts 
vi vermmept to sg ttl @ these, dit Tig igs, whi 
the cause of tay offering this fesolution. I thove 





2 
: 
} 
ss 
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that the joint resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, and printed. 
Mr SEWARD. I submitted a resolution of 


inquiry yest rday in regard to difficulties in the 


Gulf of Mexico, to which the honorable Senator 
from Virginia |Mr. Mason] objected. I believe 
he has no further objection to it, and I ask th 


' 


Senate to take it up and pass it, 
The Senate proceeded to ¢« sider thi resolu- 
tion; and it was adopted, as lollows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
instructed to inquire whether any legislation is necessary 
to enable the President of the United Statea to protect 


American veesels against British aggression in the Gulf of 


Niexico or cleewhere, and to report by bill or otherwise. 
PRINTING OF A DOCUSIENT. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The Commit- 
ee on Printing, to whom was referred the motion 
to print the message of the President of the Unm- 
ted States in answer toa resolution calling for 
nformation relative to the seizure, in the valley 
of Litana, in Peru, by the authorities of Chili, of 
tae proces ds of the cargo of the brie Maee donia, 
the property of citizens of the United Stat 8, di- 
reet me to re port favorably on it. ‘The document 
is before me. ‘The cost of printing it will be $903. 
{tis in regard to the current business before the 
‘on Foreign Relations 
consider it important to have it printed. The 
Printing Committee have not read it. It is im- 
possible that we can read all these large docu- 
iaents. We have not the time to investigate them. 
If there be any objection tothe printing, we must 
refer the Senate to the Committee on Forcign Re- 
lations, that asked the printing of the document. 
The Committee on Printing report in favor of 
printing it, since it relates to current business; 
and they have the ruarantee of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations that it should be printed. 

Mir. DOUGLAS. We, whoare on the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, referred that docu- 
ment to the Committee on Printing Lecause we 


Senate, and the Committ 


were unable to read it ourselves, and expected our 
friend from Arkansas to do so for us, |laughter;) 
and if he has not read it, the whole ok ject of the 
reference has failed, It is a very convenient mode 
for one of our committees, when we get a pack- 
age too long for them to read, to refer it to the 
Committee on Printing. However, 1 will vote 
with the Senator from Arkansas. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. In regard to 
the compliment the gentleman pays me, I have no 
doubt that ny reading itand ascertaining it would 
be of great value to the Committee on Foreign 

telations, since [ have nothing to do with that 
committee, and 1 do not suppose my opinion 
would be of any value to them, or would be held 
of any great value, even if I did read the docu- 
mentand give an opinion on it. Now, it is for 
those gentlemen to defend themselves, ifthey want 
this document printed. ‘They ask for the print- 


ing to save themselves, I presume, the trouble of 


reading it in manuscript. Whether the Senate 
will permit them to get rid of the trouble of read- 
ing it in manuscript, 1 do not know. I rather 
think those Senators should be compelled to read 
it, and save $900. [Laughter.] Their time, per- 
haps, could not be better spent. 


Mr. MASON. Lam surprised that the Senator | 


from Hlinois, as a member of the Committee on 
Voreign Relations, should not be entirely con- 
versant with the nature of these papers. They 
were referred to the Committee on Forcign Rela- 
tions some time ago, with an inquiry whether it 
was proper they should be printed, and the com- 
mittee has reported in favor of the printing. I 
take it for granted, then, that the honorable Sen- 
ator from Llinois, asa member of that committee, 
is familiar with those papers. I, as one of that 
committee, looked into the papers. I had a cor- 


_respondence with the Secretary of State, and be- 


came satisfied that it was of great public interest 
that they should be printed, for two purposes. 
‘They respect a very large claim, amounting to 
several hundred thousand dollars, of citizens of 
the United States on the Government of Chili for 
spoliations committed on American property, not 
in Chilt, but within the limits of Peru. The cor- 
respondence has extended through many years, 
and has been vigorously pressed. In addition, 
questions of international law are raised, which 
the Secretary of State thought, and 1 eoncurred 
with him, it was very impertant shou'd be in pos- 


session of our Ministers abroad. I think that will 
amply compensate for the printing. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from Virginia 
expresses his surprise that I should not have been 
familiar with what was contained in these papers. 
Probably I should have made myself so, but for 
the fact that, having implicit confidence in the 
chairman of the committee, and he having assured 
us that he had looked into the papers, we thought 
that was suflicient without putting the restof the 
committee to the trouble of examining them. 
Nothing but our confidence in the chairman, I 
assure him, prevented each member from reading 
the whole of the papers. 

Mr. MASON. I can assure the Senator that 
the chairman fully appreciates the extent of that 
compliment; but I do not think, at the same time, 
that he is entirely exonerated, for it is to be pre- 
sumed that the chairman of the committee com- 
municated their contents to the whole of the com- 
mittee. ‘The same confidence that justified him 
in following the chairman would justify him ina 
declaration that the contents were derived from 
the chairman. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I took it on faith. My faith 
would have been complete but for the fact that the 
chairman deemed it necessary to refer it to the 
Committee on Printing, to ascertain whether he 
had been right. [Laughter.] 

The motion to print was agreed to. 


LEMUEL WORSTER. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the Senate to take up 
a bill granting a pension to Lemuel Worster. It 
will not take five minutes, L apprehend. I ask it 
because it is a bill which has, | think, four times 
passed the Senate; and at the last session of Con- 
gress it also passed the House of Representatives, 
but then it did not reach the President. 1 think 
if the Senate would pass it now, it is one of those 
hills that may go through the House and receive 
action at the present session. It will not take 
three minutes. 

Mr. YULEE. Lhope the Senator will not press 
his motion. fe will recollect that yesterday, 
during the morning hour, the bill relating to the 
Patent Office was taken up and left as unfinished 
business of the morning. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I hope the bill [ have moved 
to take up will be disposed of. 

Mr. YULEE. Will it give rise to debate? 

Mr. HAMLIN. [think not. If it does I will 
give way. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
294) for the relief of Lemucl Worster was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Lemuel Worster, of Lebanon, York 
county, Maine, upon the roll of invalid pension- 
ers, at eight dollars per month, from the Ist day 
of January, 1855, during his natural life. No 
sale, transfer, or mortgage of this pension prior 
or subsequent to the passage of the act, is to be 
valid; but it is to inure solely to the benefit of 
Worster, and remain in his control, or that of his 
legally appointed and qualified guardian, under 
suitable bonds for its proper disbursement for his 
benefit. 

His father, Captain Alexander Worster, now 
deceased, was in command of a company of mili- 
tia, and in September, 1814, received orders to 
march to Kittery Point, in the State of Maine, 
and join himself to the troops there rendezvousing 
for the defense of the coast against British inva- 
sion. ‘Ten days after effecting a junction of the 
forces detailed for that service, an order was re- 
ceived from the War Department to organize the 
companies of one hundred men each. Under this 
order Captain Worster’s company and the com- 
panies commanded by Captains Thompson and 
Ayers were consolidated into two companies, 
under command of Thompson and Ayers, and 
Captain Worster was appointed first lieutenant 


of Captain Thompson’s company, and commis- || 


sioned assuch. Under the regulations issued, each 
commissioned officer was entitled to, and each ap- 
pointed, a servant or waiter. They were usually 
selected from among the enrolled men, and de- 
tailed for this duty, under pay and rations; butin 
this instance the officers exercised their discretion, 
and selected their attendants outside of the ranks. 
In this selection, no regard was paid to age, pro- 
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vided the person was capable of performing the 
duty; and Lieutenant Worster appointed his soy 
Lemuel, then twelve years of age, and, in the lan. 
guage of the affidavit of Captain Thompson, ac- 
companying the papers, ‘* a smart, active lad, who 
served as such, and was constantly in the line of 
his duty, until he was taken sick of camp or spot- 
ted fever.’’? This disease prevailed toa fearfy| 
extent in the camp, and petitioner was violently 
aftacked by it, and continued in a critical situa- 
tion until long after the troops were discharged — 


his father remaining at Kittery Point in charge of 


him for a long time after thatevent. After a slow 
and painful recovery, it was found that the dis- 
ease had made sad havoc of the energies and fac- 
ulties of the petitioner. 

Not only was his health completely broken 
down, but he lost the sight of one eye entirely, 
the faculty of speech was gone, and he was per- 
fectly deaf—al! hopes of his usefulness or happi- 
ness in life utterly destroyed. In this situation, 
he has lingered to the age of fifty-two years, al- 


| ways a charge upon his friends. Since the death 


of his father his situation is one of entire depend- 


ence upon charity, and the kindness of those in- 


different to his comfort and necessities. He now 
prays Congress, as an act of charity and justice, 
to grant hima pension for the remainder of his 


life. There is, of course, no law providing for 


the case; but had Lieutenant Worster appointed 
his servant from the ranks, as jt was his privilege 


| to do, instead of requiring the duties of his son, 


that attendant, if thus disabled, would be pro- 
vided for in the general statutes; and had the son 
been an enlisted soldier, there would have been 
no question in the case. In view of the fact, 
that although a boy, he was appointed to enter 
upon and discharge the duties that would other- 


| wise have been required of an enrolled soldier, 


the committee think the case.is brought within 
the intent of the law, and it being a case appeal- 
ing strongly to the charity of Congress, aside 
from the question of right, recommend an act for 


| his relief. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SHERLOCK AND SHIRLEY. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I ask leave of the Sen- 


ate to call up a bill which has been reported from 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
for the relief of Sherlock & Shirley. It is very 
important to the parties that it should be acted 
upon. I think there is no difficulty in the case; 
-and, if the Senate take it up, all that will be ne- 
| cessary will be to read the report of the commit 
tee, which is brief. I think the honorable elatr- 
man of the Post Office Committee [Mr. Yuuee} 
will say that it is a meritorious bill. It is one 
| which { think will create no debate. 

Mr. YULEE. I presume it will lead to no dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. IVERSON. I object to this irregular mode 
of taking up private biils out of their order. It 
will result in defeating the whole consideration of 
the Private Calendar. A Senator is interested in 
a particular bill; he asks the favor of the Senate 
to take it up; he gets it taken up and passed; and 
then he takes no further interest in anything else 
on the Private Calendar, and will always vote 
against taking itup. This practice of letting gen- 
tlemen take up their private bills to-day and to- 
morrow, and passing tlrem as a matter of grace 
and favor, is wrong. Petitions are introduced in 
order, and they are referred to committees; the 
committees act on them, and report their bills in 
_order; and in my opinion there is no better rule 

on the face of the earth than the old miller’s rule 
of grinding every man’s grist according to the 
| time he bringsit tothe mill. [tis unjust to other 
claimants, that individual cases should be taken 
up out of their order. It is proper that every 
_man should have his case considered in its turn; 
and I trust that the habit the Senate has got into, 
| of taking up cases out of order, will not be toler- 
| ated longer. 


I do not know anything about this particular 


| bill; 1 may vote for it; doubtless it is a meritori- 


ous case; but J object to the practice which Sen- 
| ators seem to be getting into, of taking up private 
| bills, considering and passing them out of their 
order. I think the better plan would be to devote 
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an hour every morning to the consideration of the 
Private Calendar, and I would, if the Senate please, 
call up a resolution | laid on the table some days 
azo to postpone the calling of the special order 
until one o’clock, so as to give two hours every 
morning for the consideration of private bills, 
taking up the Calendar in its order, so thatall these 
bills may be considered in their tarn, and justice 
be done ‘to everybody. 

It must be obvious to the Senate, I think, that 
one hour every morning is not sufficient to the 
business separate and apart from the special order. 
The appropriation bills will now be considered. 
For the rest of the session we shali be occupied, 
probably, four or five hours a day in the consid - 
eration of appropriation bills. One o’clock is 
soon enough to take up the appropriation bills, 
because we Shall then spend four or five hours in 
their consideyation, and the Senate, at the expi- 
ration of that time, will bein no condition to take 
up any new matter. It is better, therefore, that 
we should consider this extra business in the 
morning hour. Reports from committees are being 
rapidly brought into the Senate, and will become 
nore numerous as the session advances to its 
close, so that more than one hour will be wanted 
to make reports and introduce resolutions and pe- 
titions; and I think we ought to have at least one 
hour every morning for the consideration of other 
matter separate and apart from the appropriation 
pills. If the Senate will take up my resolution 
and postpone the consideration of the special 
order of each day until one o’clock, giving us two 
hours for the consideration of morning business 
and the Private Calendar, and then take up the 
Private Calendar after the morning business at 
twelve o’clock, [ think that will facilitate business 
very much. I hope the motion of the Senator 
from Kentucky will be withdrawn for the present, 
and let us take up and act generally on these bills 
under the resolution I submitted. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. This is a bill of no con- 
sequence scarcely, except to the parties; and | 
cannot consent to withdraw the motion to take it 
up. Itis a matter of urgent necessity to them to 
have this bill passed at the present session; which 
it will stand no chance of doing, unless the Sen- 
ate will be so good as to act on it this morning. 
I wonder at the vehemence with which the gen- 
teman from Georgia assails this motion of mine, 
when it was immediately preceded by an appli- 
cation of a like sort, to which no objection was 
made, 

Mr. IVERSON. I will yield, for this occasion, 
to the motion of the Senator from Kentucky, and 
allow this case to be taken up. After that, | hope 
the Senate will indulge me in taking up my reso- 
lution, and acting upon it. : 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not object to taking 
up the bill proposed by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, for the simple reason that I think the prac- 
tice which prevails in the Senate is a very good 
one. lL rise merely to enter a dissent from the 
ideas suggested by the honorable chairman of the 
Committee on Claims; because, from my obser- 
vation of the state of the Calendar, and the way 
we do business under it, it is perfectly clear to 
my mind that we shall never accomplish anything 
of any consequence in regard to private bills if we 
always take up the Calendar in its order, and do 
not sometimes take up private bills out of their 
regular order. Why, sir, it is perfectly notorious 
that there are old settlers here who have been here 
time out of mind, and come every Congress; they 
never get passed, and they never get rejected; but 
they always get on to the first part of the Calen- 
dar, being always here and always ready. They 
go to a committee early, and are reported by the 
committees early, and are put upon the Calendar; 
und when they come in here they are debated to 
the end of the chapter from January to July. 

Mr. IVERSON. That objection can be obvi- 
ated by taking up the Calendar and passing over 
these eases, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Allow me to make a sug- 
cestion here: I think this debate is not pertinent 
to the motion of the Senator fram Kentucky; but 
it will be proper enough when the Senator from 
Georgia calls up his resolution. 1 hope we shall 
not have that debate on this proposition. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I think my remarks were | 


quite as pertinent to this motion as most of the 
remarks of the Senator from Georgia were, be- 
cause they were in reply to him; and when my 


friend from Illinois seeks to correct the practice, 
I wish he would begin in the beginning, and not 
in the middle. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I thought the right way was 
to begin in the middle, so as to apply both ways 
and hit Georgia and Maine at the same time. 
{Laughter.] 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well. If it would 
have that effect | should have no sort of objeciion. 
But I think my remarks are in order; for this ws- 
tion is to take upa bill; and am arguing to show 
why it should be taken up; because, if we do not 
take it up in this way, and agree to other motions 
of a similar description, we shall never get any 
private bills passed at all. I think these remarks 
are strictly in order. But, as I said, it makes no 
sort of difference whether I direct the remarks I 
may have to make particularly to the resolution 
of the honorable Senator from Georgia, because 
it is manifest to me that the practice we have had 
is a good one. It is that occasionally during 
the morning hour, bills of comparatively trifling 
amour, or even of larger amount, to which there 
can be and is no possible objection, are disposed 


of by the courtesy of the Senate, which is ex- | 


tended to all alike on different occasions; and thus 
a great amount of good is done, which would be 
prevented if we followed the course pointed out, 
of taking the old bills on the Calendar, and argu- 


ing them through. We should never get through | 


anything in that way. I hope, therefore, that 
the courtesy which has usually been extended to 
others will be extended to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky on this occasion, and that it will be con- 
tinued : 

Mr. IVERSON. I only want to make a sug- 
gestion in reply to the observations of the Sena- 
tor from Maine. If we take up the Private Cal- 
endar during the morning hour, with an order 
that the Calendar be called, and only those bills 
be passed to which there is no objection, we ob- 
viate the difficulty he 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [am in favor of that. 

Mr. IVERSON. If we only occupy an hour 
once a week in that process, we could-get off the 
docket all the meritorious cases to which there is 
no objection. 

The motion of Mr. Crivrenpven was agreed to; 
and the bill (S. No. 287) for the relief of Sherlock 
& Shirley was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It authorizes the Postmaster General to exam- 
ine the cases of fines charged against Sherlock & 
Shirley, under their contract for carrying the 
mails on route No. 5103, from Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, to St. Louis, Missouri, and to remit so 
much of the fines as, in his judgment, ought not 
to be enforced against the contractors. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will ask the Senator from 
Kentucky if this is a proposed authorization to 
the present Postmaster General to review the de- 
cisions in cases of fines made by the former Post- 
master General? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. he application was 
made, but not acted upon, by the former Post- 
master General. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 am quite willing that the 
present Postmaster General may act in regard to 
any fines which were not acted upon by his pred- 
ecessor; but I am opposed to the whole system 
of allowing any Postmaster General to review 


Iresents. 
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fines which were decided upon and inflicted by | 


his predecessor. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. There was no decision, 
I am informed, by the former Postmaster Gene- 
ral. The applications were made to Mr. Camp- 
bell, but he made no decision on them. It is only 
desired now that the present Postmaster General 
shall review these eases, and shallexcuse the fines 


if the cases come within the rule usually adopted 


by the Department for the excuse of fines. 

Mr. COLLAMER.,. Perhaps a want of ac- 
quaintance with the practice of the Department 
may have led the Senator from Louisiana into the 
remark he has made. The truth is, that the fines 
and forfeitures—deductions, as they are called— 
are made upon the reports of failures ofthe mail, by 
the postmasters along and atthe end of the routes; 
and immediately upon these reports coming in to 
what is called the inspection office, the fine or for- 
feiture that grows out of the terms of the contract 
is entered, as a matter of course. 
if the trip has failed, its price is deducted from the 
sum to be paid to the contractor, and that deduc- 


For instance, | 


' 
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tion is entered at once. Afterwards, on an inde- 
pendent proceeding, application is made to the 
head of the Department by the contractor, to remit 
that; and onapplications of that kind, three fourths 
of all the fines, and probably a larger proportion, 
are remitted. They are always remitted when the 
contractors can show a good and sufficient reason 
for the failure; as, for example, unavoidable ac- 
cident. Now, if we were so to confine the bill as 
to say that the new Postmaster General could not 
remit those forfeitures which were entered by his 
predecessor, we certainly should doa very great 
Injustice, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I did not advert to the class 
of cases of which the Senator is speaking. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I understand that this is 
one of those very cases. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 know one case in which 
such an application has been made; and I consider 
a great abuse was committed, where Congress 
gave power toa Postmaster General to review the 
decisions of his predecessor refusing to remit a 
fine, and the application was made to excuse the 
marties Over again. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
ent affair. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If this is not one of that 
class of cases, I have no objection to the bill. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 1 understand it is not. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask the Secretary to read 
the bill again. 

‘The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 

Be it enacled, ¥c., That the Postmaster General be, and 
is hereby, authorized to examine the cases of fines charged 
against Sherlock & Shirley under their contract for carrying 
the mails on route No. 5103, from Louisville, Kentucky, to 
St. Louis, Missouri, and to remit so much of such fines as, 
in his judgment, ought not to be enforced against the eaid 


contractors. 

Mr. YULEE. The report will explain the facts 
of the case. 

Mr. DOUGLAS..I would ask whether the Post- 
master General has not the power under the gen- 
eral law to remit these fines? 1 understand he 
has. 

Mr.COLLAMER. He has power to remit the 
penalties and deductions which he makes by vir- 
tue of the terms of the contract. But the difficulty 
sometimes arises In this way: an application is 
made to him for a remission; he passes upon it, 
and refuses to remit, and afterwards the parties 
wish to proceed to a further showing in relation 
to the case. A new Postmaster General is al- 
ways exceedingly slow at any rate; and some of 
them have gone so far as to say that they never 
would interfere or hear any further about a remis- 
sion on which a former Postmaster General had 
passed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The object of this bill, then, 
is to authorize the Postmaster General to review, 
in his discretion, cases adjudicated by his prede- 
eessor. 

Mr. COLLAMER. That will appear by the 
report. 

Mr. YULEE. The report states the facts. 

Mr. POLK. I understand that the predecessor 
of the present Postmaster General has passed on 
this case, and refuses to remit; and, therefore, 
this bill is one of the very class mentioned by the 
t In looking 


This is an entirely diifer- 


honorable Senator from Louisiana. 
hastily over the report I see the complaint is that 
the predecessor of the present Postmaster Gen- 
eral took no excuse for ice, fogs, or low water: 
The matter has been passed upon by the former 
Postmaster General, and the object of this bill is 
to have a new decision. I so understand the case. 
I ask the chairman of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads Uf this is not so? 

Mr. KING. [| ask that the report be read, 

Mr. YULEE. The report, which is brief, ex- 
plains the facts in the case. Let that be read; and 
then, if necessary, a further explanation can be 
made, 

The Secretary read the following report made 
by Mr. Yenee on the 28th of April: 

The Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, to «hom 
was referred the petition of Sherlock & Shirley, contract 
ors for carrying the mail from Louisville, Kentucky, to St. 
Louis, Missouri, praying to be relieved from certain fines 


alleged to have been unjustly imposed on them, beg leave 
to report: 

The petitioners allege that, for the years 1851, 1852, 1853, 
and 1854, they were the contractors for carrying the mails 
on route No. 5103, from Louisville, Kentucky, to St. Louis, 
Missouri, which service was to be performed daily, in 
steamboats, at the compensation of $70.09) per annum. 
That between the lst October, 1851, and Ist December, 
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InSA, the following fines and deductions were imposed and 
deducted from their pay, viz 
ith quarter of 1°51, fi and deductions ...... £570 00 
ist ss Ihv2, no fines or doductions..... 
4 ] ; 
abch ss ] 
lih ‘ i CG? tos bodice os sdmedan 12 00 
Jet ‘ l ti uid dedt Bia cvwe ; OO 
al me, © pecans 8 5 
tl ia, wee 7,153 00 
Ath ‘ a = lLlUdlCU C*"n qqutmtnss 117 9 
Ist ed 7 Cenenee 9.830 51 
t ] 6 Geese 1 3 
od bhod, SS pees . 12,035 96 
4th sig ae = 8&8 = pawreris 7,746 32 
Making in the aggremate.......... passes waeene 243.958 41 
That in the setticment of the cascs, upto the third quarter 
of 1453, the Postmaster General had setued cach case upon 
tI evident betore 2 Department; and when evides 
was produced that ures were caused by low water, | 
or ice, they were untliormly excused ; butnot sounder Post 
tmnsterG ral Campbell In t Fetticoment of the case 
for the third quarter of ! nd thereatter, all excuse 
were disregarded, thrown asi tnd not cons red No 
maticr trom whom, ort Vmude, W ter icom the sworn 
otiicers of ihe Goverament or atiidavits of old, experienced 
nvermen; that it was shown cor tmavely that the tailures 
tor that quarter were co d by the extreme low water in 
the river, and the tog wi prevented the roam run 
ning nights; thatit was shown thatt contractors m 
due exert 8 10 Carry the 3 through ull they were 
fined or deducted tor each ire; and such was the case 


With subsequent setuements of cach quarter's pay 

‘That they have made frequent applications to the Post 
Office Department to have those fines re 
maited, And nev id have ans 
the present Postinaster G 


samined and 

ction upon the case until 
neral came into the administra 
tion of the Department, When he made an order declining 
to reopen the case, as having passed beyoud his control by 
the achon of his pred , Without some action of Con 


ress 





Ussol 


That believing it to be the settled policy of the Govern 
ment for legisiative bodies not to interiere directly int 
business which properiy belongs to the B@ecutive, and it 
being a rule of the Executive, lately adopted, not to recon 

sider cases or aiter « ns which have been mac 
outgoing Adipinistration by t mcoming one with 
olution to that effect from Congress, they, thet 
that a resolution be passed authorizing and directing the 
present Postmaster General to open and reconsider the eases 
referred to, that the fines a 





iddeductions may be readjusted, 


fixed, and remitted, according to equity and justness, and 

e rules of the Department 
the rul ; 

Thee mittee consider what is asked by the petitioners 
to be reasonall: They seek only an authority to the P 
mister General to review ae vin his own Department, 
judginent upon which has | i intrusted to that Depart 
ment, and action upou whieh, in the ordinary course of its 
business, is Only prevented by & practice prevailing in the 
Department for one Postmaster General not to review cares 
once acted upon by a predec: r, ul by authority ofa 


legislative act Thev report i 


The VICEPI 


Nw ich they re 
RESIDENT. The hour of twelve 
having arrived, it is the duty of the Chair to call 
up the special order of the day; but by the general 
consent of the Senate the question can be taken 
i 

onthis bill. If noamendment be offered, the bill 
will be reported to the Senate. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. lL wish to suggest an amend- 
ment in the form of a proviso, to be inserted 
the end of the bill, to this effect, that nothing in 
this act shall be so construed as to authorize the 


‘ommend 


Postmaster General to review and reverse the de- 
cisions of his predecessor. - there is anything 
notacted upon by his predecessor, | am perfectly 
willing that he should act upon it 
Mr. YULEE. There will be no o!} ; ction to 
that proviso with the additional w ords . Sexes pt 
upon new proof.”? Cases should always be open 
to new proof, 
Mr. POLK. Thope the Senator from Louisiana 
will not accept that amendment. 
Mr. BENJAMIN.:-I do not intend to accept it 
I offer the amendment which I indicated, in these 
words: 
Provided, That nothing in this act contained 
construe d as to authorize the Postmaster General to reverse 


or recons dle rany decision on Ue subject of said fines made 
by his pre lecessor. 


Mr. YULEE. That defeats the whole bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, I wishtosugzesta further 
proviso— : 

Provide 
the sume 

There are a good many of them, and it will save 
the trouble of passing many similar bills. I know 
a ecese much worse than this. 

Mr. KING. It scems to me we might just as 
well meet this bill at once upon its face, for the 
amendment of the Senator from Louisiana is a 
proposiuon to nullify entirely the force of the bill. 
All these cases have been passed upon by the pre- 
decessor of the present Postmaster Gene ral; hee 
were imposed ‘aad deducted from the contract 
price of the party, and itis a fact well known; it 
is sthted in the report, Tt 


shall be so 


od also, That the Postmaster General shall possess 


authority in all similar cases, 


piri 


THE CON 


Mr. SEWARD. .I wish to suggest to my hon- 
orable colleague that we are losing’a great deal of 


valuable instruction, because he Speaks in so low 
a tone that he cannot be heard across the Senate. 
KING. I will endeavor to make myself 


heard by my colleague. I would prefer, instead 
of adopting the amendment of the Senator from 
Louisiana, to meet the bill on its face and reject 
it. The amendment defeats it; and I prefer to 
do so directly. My own opinion is, that the bill 
ought to be re jects - 


Mr. HALE. Ihope 
Senator from Louis: 


that the amendment of the 
ina Will not be adopted. It 
is not the policy of the Ssoyernment, nor does it 
conduce to the purposes of justic e, that any one 
tribunal shall be presumed to be infallible. 
its decisions shall never be reéxamined. 

this session I have had 


so that 
During 
a place upon the Commit- 
teeon the Post Office and Post Roads; and, while I 
have nothing to say against the character of Mr. 
Campbell—for | know nothing and have heard 
nothing—I have heard that his admin 
his Department was exceedingly strict and rigid 
—a great deal more so, in regard to mail contract- 
ors, than that of any of his pred If there 
has been a case of injustice by him, I have no 
doubt he acted from a high sense of publie duty; 
but he administers d the law a rreat deal more 
stringently than it had ever been before; and Ido 
not think there is any dange ng Gov- 
rown to reéxamine ony’ of those cas Ss; and 
there is no impeachment of the late P¢ stmaster 
General in doing so. If itis manifest to Congress 
that injustice has 
he iti allow ne 


who is an intel! 
fi 


scessors. 


rin allowi 
ernor B 


been done, what harm can + re 
present Postmaster General, 
rent gentleman and a very faith- 

il officer, toexamine; and where is the necessity 
of saying that we will give no possible relief that 
shall militate, in any degree, with the doings of 
former Postmaster Get I hope, if the 
is to be passed, it will not be saddled with any 
such amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS. The amendment of the Senator 
from Louisiana seems to me to defeat the whole 
purpose of the bill, as I gather it from the report. 
The report sufficiently shows that the pu rpose is 


toenable the 


erat? 


rresent Postmaster General to review 
a decision of his predecessor. 


a predecessor, unless upon new testimony of such 
a character as leads the incumbent to believe that 
his predecessor would have given a different de- 
cision if that new testimony had been before him; 
and this rule of public policy is founded, as well 
in the necessity of protecting the Department from 
the labor of reviewing - revising all that has 
been ne in the four years preceding, as of pro- 
tecting the Government ee the ex parte showing 
every claimantmay make of his own case. I think 
the rule a wise one. It has existed from a very 
early period in our Government. It was very 
lucid] y set forth by Mr. Wirt, when Attorney 
General. I think it is better to adhere to it in 
nearly every case. If i se parties have brought 
new tesumony, such as would have induced the 
jate Postmaster General to have given a different 
decision, then, under the general usage, the pres- 
ent Postma aster Geueral has power to review the 
case. If they 
they merely complain that the late Postmaster 
General was too rigid, | am opposed to openfig 
the case by any new action of Congress, for | 
think we shall only secure the proper transmis- 
sion of the mail by rigidly enforcing on the con- 
tractors the obligations they i incur, 

Mr. POLK. [am in fav or of the proviso of- 
fered by the Senator from Louisiana, because I 
believe the effect of it wi ill be to destroy the force 
of the relief that is sought by this bill. Like the 
Senator from Mississippi, IL think the public in- 
terests require that mail contractors shall be held 
to a strict accountability. We have ne showing 
here at all that any new evidence is proposed to 
be offered. ‘The statement merely is, that the 
late Postmaster Gene ral was not in the habit of 
yielding to excuses offered for detention by fogs, 
ice,and low water; whereas his predecessors had 
been in the habit of doing it. Now itis proposed 
to impose upon the present Postmaster General 
the ext raordinary duty of reviewing the action 

f his immediate predecessor . In the first place, 
ths re is no showing made that any new evidence 
can be offered; and, in the next place, if these 
fines Bo remitted, the conscquente will Ve that 


istration of 


1 think the rule of 
the Department is never to review the decision of 


have no such new testimony, if 
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there cannot be a fair competition in bidding for 


the mail contracts. Large capitalists will com; 
in, and make their bids at low rates, with the ex. 
vectation that they are to be released from all fines 
imposed fora failure to meet their contracts whe; 
there is an intervention of low water, or fog, or 
anything of that kind; and the result will be, thar 
the fair competition that ought to be established 
in the bids for these contracts will, in my judg. 
ment, be necessarily defeated. Inasmuch as t), 
effect of this may be to exclude to a certain de- 
gree bids of men of small means, I hope that the 
old rule will be adhered to in this case, and tha: 
the present Postmaster General will not be allowed 
to review fines that have been passed upon by his 
predecessor, when we have no evidence that any 
new proof at-all has been produced, or will | 
produced, and, at all events, if it were produced, 
it would be ex parte. 

Mr. YULEK. I think the objections of Sen- 
ators will cease, when they understand the true 
purpose of this bill, and the position in which it 
puts the case before the Post Office Department, 
[ think the principle for which they are contend- 
ing is sufficiently met by the actual condition of 
the anatier, It is not a case in which it is pro- 
posed to require the Postmaster General to revi: 
and to set aside a formal final decision of his pred d 
ecessor. The state of the case is different, and 
I will state it: the Senator from Vermont, [ Mr. 
Co_uameRr,] who occupied the position of Post- 
master General for some years, and is therefor 
familiar with the course of practice in the Depart- 
iment, has stated very properly a part of the pro- 
ceeding, so far as he supposed it was applica: 
to this case; butit went a step beyond that. Thy 
course of proceeding is for the Chief Cle rk, ups 
receiving anotice trom the proper postmaster that 
a failure has occurred, to enter up a fine; the con- 
tractor sends in his excuse; that is to say, low 
water, or high winds, heavy rains, or whaiever 
may be the reason. ‘The Postmaster Genera! 
considers upon that ordinary exhibition of t 
case, and decides yea or nay whether he will re- 
mit. If he decides against the contractors, then 
they come, prepared with a fuller exhibition of tly 
case, as these parties did. ‘hey came forward 
for a reéxamination upou a fuller testimony than 
that which is ordinarily gtven to meet the ordi- 
nary action of the D parument. ‘These parties 
state in their memorial that they applied, as is the 
ordinary course ip such cases, to Mr, Campbell 
for a reéxamination upon the new proofs exhib- 
ited by them, and that he, as Postmaster General, 
never decided upon it; never considered their ap- 
plication fgr reéxamination while he continued in 
office; but left their applicauon pending when he 
went out; and the first attention they were able 
to draw to it was froin the present Postmaster 
General, who found himself restricted from a deé- 
cision by a practice prevailing in the Department 
not to take up acase which had occurred and 
been acted upon under a predecessor, without th: 
authority of Congress. 1 am inclined to nin 
that the Postmaster General applied the rule to 
strictly in this instance, and itis a proper case for 
relie f.. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator permit 
me to ask him a question? I wish to ask him if 
that view of the case would not be met by insert- 
ing in the amendment the word * examined,’ 
saying that no case which has been exam sined and 
decided by his predecessor shall be reépeved. 

Mr. YULEE. The case had been examined 
and decided on the first ordinary exhibition, but 
it was a reéxamination that was applied for, as 
is usual in these cases—a reéxamination on fuiier 
evidence. The Senator from Vermont will probva- 
bly recognize that as the usual course of proceed- 
ing in the Department. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Allow me to suggest whether 
the insertion of the word * finally”? before ** de- 
cided’? would not make the amendment of the 
Senator from Louisiana answer? If there be an 
undetermined case hanging over on the applica- 
tion for a rehearing, it strikes me that under the 
general law the Department has full power now. 

know nothing at all about the facts of this case 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator 
from Illinois permit me to state what I understand 
to be the case? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have culy a word to my 
myself, and I trust my friend from Minnesot 
willall6w me to say it. | kivuw sonmething about 
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river mails, and if fog isto be an excuse you will 
sejdom find an occasion when that will not be al- 
leged. If running on a sand bar is evidence of 
Ww water, those of us who have traveled on the 
Ohio river know that there are very few days in 
the year when you cannot geton to one. If these 
are to be received as excuses for not running a 
regular mail, it will be very difficult indeed to hold 
a contractor to any compliance with his contract. 
Sull, as I do not know the facts of the case, i do 
not wish to state any opinion on them. 

Mr. YULELE. 1 will state to the Senator that 
the case here is nota failure to perform a trip but 
only a detention on atrip by reason of fogs and 
low water, giving a reasonable ground of “de ten- 
tiun, as the Senator from Hlinois should know, 
being familiar with western rivers. One re ason 
which operated with the committee, especially in 
this case, was, that the late Postmaster General 
being a sae of Philadelphia, was not familiar 
with the nature of steamboat service on the western 
waters, Which is somewhat peculiar, as the pres- 
ent Postmaster General Is. 

Mr. DAVIS. ‘The last remark of the chairman 
of the Committee onthe Post Office and Post Roads 
seems to call for some notice from me, being an 
inhabitant of that region of country to which he 
ailudes. The difficulty in the transmission of the 
river mail results from the manner in which the 
contracts are made. You make contracts to run 
from one remote point to another, and over some 

-of trade, and the contracts are taken by freight 
boats, and the mails put upon boats that run for 
freizht. Ifthe whole line of mail contracts were 
cut up intoshort links where regular packets run, 
the mails would be transmitted with regularity. 
y make -their time, notwithstanding fogs. 
These boats that run from remote points do not 
snow where bars may have formed since they last 
passed over the route, They are afraid to run 
when the night is dark, or when there is a fog. 
They are freighted too heavily frequently, and en- 
counter the risk of running aground. Hence arise 
th res in the transmission of the mail. 
11 ve no doubt that packets were running paat 
th se very boats at a time of fog when they ms 
have been detained. 


Mr. BENJAMIN 








I make opposition to this 
bill, beeause we have e had one example of the ef- 
fect of this kind of legislation. We had a law 
pr aie r for a mail to be carried from New Or- 
leans to Cairo. After repeated efforts, we suc- 
ceeded in getting the contract made. ‘The mail 
was carried in sucha manner as to become a 
laughing stock on the river, when it was nota 
ul ject of grave complaint. The contractors put 

he “mails on a boat when they could find one, and 
when they could not they did not. They had 
taken the contract for a price grossly i inadequate, 
if they were to put on a line of boats themsclves, 
but excessive if they were to put the mails on 
transient freight boats. They got $300,000 a year 
I think, for putting the mails on transient fir ight 
boats, or at least that was the manner they cxe- 
cuted their contract. The Postmaster General, 
Mr. Campbell, fined them, and fined them heavily, 
so that the amount the y received about paid them 
for carrying the mail in the way they did carry 
it. About the time he went out of office, a similar 
application to the present was made, and we had 
before us at the commencement of this session the 
decision of the present Postmaster General, in 
Which he said that, on the evidence before him, 
he had been forced to reverse the decision of his 
predecessor, and gave the contractors $90,000 out 
of the Treasury, which had been inflicted as fines 
by his predecessor. I say to gentlemen they may 
take it for granted now that if this sysiem of 
legislation is to be sanctioned or countenanced, 
within the next three years we shall have half a 
million or a million of dollars to return to con- 
tractors out of the Treasury. I shall say nothing 
further, 

Mr. POLK. I merely wish to say, in addition 
to what the Senator from Louisiana has stated, 
that, in the ve ry case to which he alludes, there 
were bids by two responsible men to carry that 
mail in regular packet- -boats for a sum which 
would leave something to them. They were un- 
derbid by the contractors, who undertook to carry 
the mail in transient boats, and the consequence 
was, that the great public and the great commer- 
cial interests of the cities of St. Louis and New 
Orleans suffered. during the 
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whole time of that. 


contract on account of the mode in which the mail 


was carried. The Senator from Louisiana has | 


shown satisfactorily, I think, the injustice that 
was done by that contract—the injustice that was 
done to the Government, but, more than all, the 
injustice that was done to th { 

in which that service was perform: d, and the re- 
leases that were given from the fines and penal- 
ties that were incurred for the non-fulfillment of 
the e ngagement. 

I wish to call the attention of the Senate to an- 
other fact. Any gentleman who “tot seen a cause 
of collision betwixt western bx ats that came in 
contact in low water, or especially in a fog, tried, 
will understand how ‘le rous it will be toallow 
contractors to 6° before the Department on ex 
parte proof of such circumstances to make out a 
case that shall excuse them from the fines which 
have been imposed upon them by the prior Post 
master General, and thus relieve them of $ 13,298 
of the amount of fines which had been deducted 
from their contract price of $70,000 for carrying 
the mail. If that is to be allowed, | undertake to 
say that the equality and fairness of bidding for 
these contracts are entirely gone, and the public 
are to be made to suffer the consequences of men 
vetting contracts under such circumstances that 

they will know , or, at least they will reasonably 

calculate, that the fines and forie itures which the 
law has intended shall be the 
them to a strict performance of the contract will 
be taken off by Congress as scon as the applica- 
tionismade. ‘This matter has been passed upon 
by one P stmaster General, and | think we ought 
to let it stand where it is 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I did not expect, sir, 
that this subject would have occupied the time it 
has done, or Ll should not have said to the Senate 
that I supposed it would be a matter ofa very few 
moments. | shall detain the Senate but a very 
few minutes myself, 

Mr. President, I think you will agree with me 
that much has been said be se eiat the imme- 





| diate subject requires. Gentlemen have told us 


of contracts in regard to which they know abuses 
have been practiced, and fines improperly remit- 
ted. Why, sir, we should never grant relief, if 
we were to act on the idea that the authority we 
now give to do justice 
pose of doing injustice If this ar 
plicable, what is the worth of it? Nothing. You 
have made a Postmaster General; you have au- 
thorized him to preside over this subject; and you 
have authorized him to decide upon all similar 
cases. ‘The application is now for him to adjudi- 
cate upon a case occurring withina former Admin- 
istration—that is all. Is our Government to be 

split up into little terms of four 
four ye ars 


or 
5 
? 








years, so that one 
is not to have any thing r todo with an- 


other? It is breaking the Gove rnment into frag- 
ments. 
How has this matter been acted upon—passed 


upo! 1, as ge ntlemen say? Upon the information 

which is communicated by the deputy postmas- 
: ‘rs to the Department, a fine is entered before 
the party fined bas an opportunity of being heard. 
Is that passing upon the case? Ata subsequent 
time, the party fined makes his application and 
shows cause for the remission ofthe fine; he pre- 
sents his evidence; he applies for an adjudication; 
the Postmaster Gener 


done. Is that deciding, is thatacting? That is in- 
action—notaction. Now, the question is whether 


the case in that state can be, according to univer- | 
’ > 


sal usage and the admission of gentlemen here, 
properly acted on by the Postmaster General ? 
Lhe present Postmaster General, finding the oase, 
as I understand, in that condition, considers it 
acted upon, or passed upon—not that any decis- 
ion has ever been pronounced on the application 
deciding that the cause shown was good or insuf- 
ficient, but the fine was imposed, and the t appli- 
cation for remission not disposed of. ‘The chair- 
man of the Committee on the Past Office and Post 
Roads, who reported this bill, will please correct 
me if lam wrong in this statement. Did Mr. 
Campbell make any express adjudic ation on the 
subjé ct? Is there any such on the records of the 
Post Office Department ? ° 

a YULEE. Not on the application for re- 
exami 


al watior 
Mr. C 


ion. 
RICTTENDEN. That is what I mean. 
He made no decision on the ; 
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1¢ public by the mode | 


means of bringing | 


», will be abused for the pur- | 
ument were ap- | 


al goes out of office without | 
having made that adjudication; he leaves it un- | 


ppheatron for rcéx- |! 
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~ 
amination and remission. How can gentlemen 
say it has been acted upon? ’ 

Mr. YULEE. If the Senator will allow me, I 
will state further, on the authority of a Senator 
now in his seat, the Senator from Minnesota, 
[| Mr. Sureips,] that the former Postmaster Gen- 
eral determined to take up the case for reéxam- 
ination, but that his official term expired before 
he could reach it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, 
stand to be the ense. ar; 

Mr. SHIELDS. . suanee that fact, which I 

vag about to communicate to the Senator from 
Lilinois when I soug ht to interrupt him, that the 
former Postmaster General had determined to 
tuke up this case for reéxamination, but that he 
left his office before he was able to carry out that 
intention, a present Postmaster General, who, 

honorable Senator from New 


That is what I under- 


as stated | the 
* ump: oe “t very particular and rigid, and prop- 
ly so, in his office, has a little delics acy in touch- 
| ing this case without some authority of Congress. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. The present Postmas 
ter General, out of a little scruple and little deli- 
cacy towards his predecessor, as the circumstances 
|| occurred under a former Administration, and the 
case was before his prede cessor, will not act un- 
less Congress will give him the authority 4 
permission to do so. The statement made | 
my honorable friend from Minnesota, | think, 
supersedes the necessity of any argument of the 
question on my part. I hope my friend from 
Louisiana will be satisfied with it, and that his 
amendment will be withdrawn. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I would very willingly 
withdraw the amendment, and be satisfied, if the 
Senator from Minnesota can state to us that he 
|| got his information from an official source. 

Mr. SHIELDS. No; I have no official inform- 
| “— on the subject. 

|| Mr. BENJAMIN. The contractors may pos- 
1] sibly have said so, and that would not satisfy 
anybody. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 
an official source is. 
ally at the office. 

Mr. CLAY. I see that this debate is going t 
continue. It has already occupied nearly half an 
hour of the time allotted for the special order, and 
I move to Jay the bill on the table. There are 
Senators around me who say they want to in- 
vestigate it, and are not ready to vote on it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I hope the Senator will 
allow us to have a vote on it now. 

Mr. CLAY. Wecannot have a vote, for lam 
assured By Senators around me that they are not 
| ready for a vote. They s say tl ey Wish to lay it 
over until to-morrow morning, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then, as we are So far 
advanced in the bill, I hope the gentlemai’s mo- 
tion will not prevail. 

Mr. CLAY. I move that the bill lie 
table. 

Mr. SLIDELL called for the yeas and nays on 
the protion, and they were ordered. 

Mr. YULEE. I sugge st to the Senator from 
Alabama to withdraw his motion. I presume he 
does not intend it as atest vote. If it is the de- 
sire of the Senate to allow the bill to pass over 
until to-morrow, I presume there will be no ob- 
jection on the partof the Senator from Kentucky 

Mr. SLIDELL. I have called for the yeas at d 
nays because I desire to make it a test vote. 1 
think we have heard enough of the case. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary wil 
|| call the roll. 
|| Mr. BRIGHT. I beg leave to state that I 
| think the betier plan would be to iet the bill lie 
onthe table unul the Senator frem Ohio {[Mr. 
Pucu] shall be in his piace. | know he takes an 
interest in this bill. It affects some of hie con- 
stituents. Some of the parties live in the city 
of his residence. ‘If the bill goes on the table by 
consent, it can be taken up again. I hope the 
Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Sie] will agree 
to that. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I did not make the motion 
to lay on the table, but I think the Senate is suf- 
ficiently informed now to act on this bill defi- 
nitely in the mode proposed. Iam very sure it 
cannot pass without very protract d debate. It 
involves questions of importance, and will cause 
“ exp nditure ofa large amount of money. 


.CDRIGUT. 1 shduld be giad to say sonic. 


I really do not know what 
I have learned it incident- 


on the 
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thing on it myself. I move that it lie on the table 
informally. — 

The VICE PRESIDENT. [et requires unani- 
mous consent, th yeas and nave having been 
ordered, to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Lam willing to withdraw the 
call 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Cl 
no objection, The bill and amendment will lie 
on the table informaily, 

BILLS BECOME LAWS. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Henry,! is Private Secretary, was 
received, announeimg that the President had this 
day approved and signed the following acts and 
resolution: 

A resolution to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to audit and settle the accounts of the 
contractor for the erection of the United States 
marine hospital at San Francisco; 

An act for the relief of John R. Temple, of 
Lout-iana: and 

Aw act to authorize the settlement of the ac- 
counts of Luther Jewett, late collector of the dis- 
trict of Pordand and Falmouth, in the State of 
Maine. 


air hears 


CALIFORNIA LAND CLAIMS. 
Mr. BAYARD. The bill of the Senate (No. 


312) to provide for the collection and safe-keeping 
of the pubhe archives in the State of California, 
has been retarned from the Llouse of Representa- 
tives, with a slight amendment, which is in line 
sevenot page ® tostrike out the word * thereof”? 
before © affidavit,’’ and insert ** showing the facts 
and cireumstances upon which suspicions are 
founded.’’? I move the amendment be concurred 
in 
The motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. CLAY. If trust that we shall now pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the special order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. What is the speci il order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first special 
order is th joint resolution for the presentation 
of a medat to Commodore Tliram Paulding. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I move, then, to postpone all 
prior orders for the purpose of taking up the bill 
for the admission of Oregon. 

Mr. IVERSON. I desire to eet the floor, to 
move to take up a resolution | introduced a few 
days ago, in relation to the hour for calling the 
special orders. If the Senate will take up that res- 
olution, act upon it, and decide it, there will be an 
end of the question. [think we had better make 
some general arrangement in relation to the trans- 
action of business. 

Mr, DOUGLAS. TI presume the Oregon bill 
will not take long. I call for the yeas and nays 
ou my motion, 

The veas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLAY. I wish toca!! the attention of the 
Senate to the fact that the bill to repeal the fishing 
bounties has been thoroughly discussed; that tt 
has been read twice, and, | believe, ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and I trust the 
Senate will now take it up and dispose of it. On 
this side of the House, | am sure, it is not pro- 
posed to debate the bill any further, Itis true, 
some amendments have been offered to embarrass 
its passave, but I presume they can be dispatched 
without debate: at all events, if the amendments 
prevail they will not affect the success of the bill 
ulumately, but only strengthen it in the other 
Llouse. 1 trust we shall act upon that bill, and 
dispatch business nearly finished before we take 
up other business that will occupy at least two 
dave of discussion. 

The question being taken on Mr. Doveras’s 
motion, by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 28, nays 
25; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Bell, Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, 
Clark, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas. Durkee,’ Fes- 
senden, Foot, Foster, Gwin, Hale. Hamlin, Harlan, Hous- 
ton, Jones, King, Rice, Seward, Shields, Simmons, Stuart, 
Sumner, Wade, and Wilson—28 

NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, 
Brown, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Hammond, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, 
Jobnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, 
Polk, S-bastian, Slidell, Toombs, Trumbull, Wright, and 
Yulee--29. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate is equal- 
ly divided. 


"Mr. CLAY. The motien fails. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. That depends on the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Constitution 
provides that, when the Senate is equally divided, 
the Vice President shall vote. The Chair votes 
in the affirmative; so the Oregon bill is before the 
Senate. The Secretary will read it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I desire to ask 
whether the motion of the Senator from Illinois 
was a motion to postpone and take up? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It was in the same form pre- 
cisely in which such a motion was made the other 
day, when we had a discussion on this point. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I understand 
new that the Senate can take up any bill on mo- 
tion. If so, J desire to move 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator is 
right. The Chair has investigated that subject 
more thoroughly since it was up the other day, 
and he will state his impression. The motion of 
the Senator from Ilinois was to postpone the 
prior orders for the purpose of taking up the 
Oregon bill. The motion was not to postpone the 
prior orders and take up the Oregon bill, in which 
case, if the motion prevailed, the Chair would 
consider it the purpose of the Senate to take up 
that bill; but the motion to postpone the prior 
orders having been agreed to,the Chair thinks it 
is in the power of auy Senator having tie floor 
to make a motion.to take up other business. If 
no motion is made to take up other business, the 
Oregon bill would come up regularly, and the 
Chair announced it as in order. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Allow me to suggest to the 
Chair that, as | understand the question, if the 
previous orders be postponed, this bill is before 
the Senate asa matter of course, because the hour 
has arrived for the special orders; and if you post- 
pone all special orders before this bill, this neces- 
sarily comes up. ‘The hour having arrived, the 
special orders are to be taken up; and having post- 
poned all previous to the Oregon bill, that is now 
the first in order, and any motion to take up other 
matter is a motion to alter the order of the Cal- 
endar as it stands. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis like all the busi- 
ness upon the table. ‘The Chair would call itup; 
but our rules provide that, when no question is 
before the Senate, any Senator may make a mo- 
tion to take up any business. The Senator from 
Teonessee being upon the floor, the Chair must 
recognize any motion he may make. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 1 insist that the Oregon 
bill is before the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY. I wish to explain what I under- 
stand to be the rule. I respectfully submit to the 
Chair that the motion of the Senator from Lllinois 
was to postpone all prior orders to the Oregon 
bill 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CLAY. The Senate have, with the cast- 
ing vote of the Vice President, sustained his mo- 
tion, and they have postponed all orders prior to 
the Oregon bill. Then, [ sabmit whether it is in 
order to move to take up one of those prior orders 
which, by the vote of the Senate, has already 
been postponed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair decides 
this to be the condition of affairs. He will give 
his decision, and then the Senate can dispose of 
it. He put the motion of the Senator from Ili- 
nois to postpone the prior orders. That motion 
prevailed. The Chair then took up the Oregon 
bill, no Senator being upon the floor; it was the 
next business in order, and the Chair laid it be- 
fore the Senate. The Senator from Tennessee 
rose in his place, and the Chair is willing to hear 
him, not knowing what motion he wishes to 
make. Perhaps he may move to postpone the 
bill. 





reached my conclusion. J understand the Chair 
to decide that the Oregon bill is before the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I rise for the 
purpose of moving to postpone the further con- 
sideration of that bill for the present, in order 
to take up the homestead bill. My reason for 
making that motion is, that we may have action 
on the hamestead bill. I would, while up, simply 
remark that the homestead bill has been a special 
order since January last. This-bill has been re- 
ported to the Senate long since that was made a 


| special order, It has been on the Calendar and | 
postponed; other questions have intervened, and 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. The Chair has | 
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| still there seems to be no chance to get at the home. 


stead bill. I move that the consideration of tha 
bill to admit Oregon as a State into the Union be 
postponed for the purpose of taking wp the home. 
stead bill; and upon that motion I hope the Sey. 


‘ate will give me the yeas and nays. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I rise toa question of order 
upon that proposition. It is, that that motion js 
notin order. My friend from Alabama, I think, 
has stated the position so clearly that there cay 
be but one opinion aboutit. The Senate has just 
postponed this bill, a minute ago, and the propo- 
sition being postponed before the next business 
is considered, the Senator from Tennessee moves 
to take itup. The proposition has been post- 
poned by reason of a vote of the Senate, postpon- 
ing all business on the Calendar prior to that sug- 
gested by the Senator from Illinois. This is one 
of the bills prior to the one proposed to be taken 
up by the Senator from Illinois. It stands post- 
poned by a vote of the Senate this morning. Of 
course, it cannot be put again as a motion to the 
Senate. If the Senator from Tennessee desired 
that that bill should not be postponed, he ought 
to have moved an amendment to the motion of 
the Senator from Illinois to insert the words, ‘*ex- 
cept the homestead bill.’? Then the Senate would 
have postponed all prior businessexceptthe home- 
stead bill, for the purpose of taking up the Oregon 
bill, and then he could have got his bill up; but 
the homestead bill is as much postponed as any 
other bill that stood before the Oregon bill on the 
Calendar. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I do not see 
the force of the objection urged by the Senator 
from Louisiana. ‘The Senate has postponed a 
certain number of propositions 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will re- 
mind the Senator that the question of order must 
be decided without debate. The Chair does not 
think the point of order made by the Senator from 
Louisiana is well taken. The Senate, by a vote, 
postponed the prior orders. The Oregon bill was 
then called up by the Chair, and brought before 
the Senate; and the Senator from Tennessee has 
moved to postpone it. The Senate undoubtedly 
has the control of its own business; and the Chair 
must put the motions that are made to the vote 
of the Senate. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If the motion now is to 
postpone this particular bill, of course it is in or- 
der. I donot make a point of order on that; but 
the question of order is that it is not allowable to 
move now to postpone the Oregon bill for the pur- 
pose of taking up the homestead bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If, by a vote of 
the Senate, this bill shall be postponed, it will un- 
doubtedly be in order for the Senator from Ten- 
nessee to move to take up the homestead bill, or 
we other bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I rise simply to inquire 
what would be the next business in order if the 
motion to postpone, made by the Senator from 
Tennessee, should prevail? What would then 
come un? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Whatever the Sen- 
ate might choose to take up. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Suppose no motion were 
made to take up anything else, what would come 
up in order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Chair con- 
strued the prior orders to embrace al! business on 
the table, he would sit still until some Senator 





made a motion. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. All business prior to the 
Oregon bill has already been postponed. If that 


should now be postponed, would not the special 
| order next succeeding that be the business before 


the Senate ? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from Maine please state his point of order again? 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I make no point of order; 
I merely make a suggestion. The business prior 
to the Oregon bill has been postponed, and the 


Senator from Tennessee now moves to postpone 


¥ 


the Oregon bill. Suppose that motion should pre- 
vail, would not the next business in order, with- 
out any action of the Senate designating any 
particular bill, be the one which stands next suc- 
ceding the Oregon bill? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair would 
so decide, for this reason: the postponement was 


| to no definite period. If the Senate should now 


postpone the Oregon bill, and no motion were 
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, not postpone the Oregon bill. 1 hope it will be but is that the kind of information the Senate We have another good test. They bring up 
| acted upon. should require before admitting a new State? I a vote that was cast when this ec ustitution was 
t The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved by the Say it is not; and I say it is time for the Senate adopted; and there was no excitement, no con- 
, Senator from Tennessee to postpone the consid- to pause, and to establish some law, some rule, | test. I have the best evidence—from the gentle- 
; eration of the Oregon bill; and upon this motion | some regulation, by which to govern the admis- | man who was before the people running at the 
| the yeas and nays are called for. sion of new States. ‘The Committee on Territo- || time—that, at an election held nearly two years 
: The yeas and nays were ordered; and being _ ries, conscious of the fact, reported a bill, which | ago, there were between seventeen and eighteen 
1 taken, resulted— yeas 8, nays 45; as follows: is now on your table, requiring the State to have thousand votes polled. That was a contested elec- 
t YEAS—Messrs. Chandler, Durkee, Hale, Henderson, the Federal population before coming into the | tion. There never was better evidence of a fixed 
y Sad tee cna” taian yr Union. It is a good bill; and | intend to yield it | population in any Territory of this Union than 
8 on icek Eien Clark, Clay, Giiagman, Collamer, Crit my support when it comes up. I wish it wasthe | there is in Oregon. As I stated before, there are 
tenden, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Fessenden, Fitz- law now. more families in Oregon now than there were in 
e patrick, Foot, Foster, Green, Gwin, Hamlin, Hammond, What is to be accomplished by the admission | California when she was admitted with two mem- 
r Harlan, Houston, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Jones, — of Oregon at this time ? This happens to be acase | bers. | was reported as saying more than there 
Keunedy, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Polk, Rice, Sebastian, i bys: st Waele a ee i Withee a ae I Sam That j har Viaeia 
a Seward, Shields, Summons, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Wil- Where we have ample time to do that Lerritory | are now in California. — iat is not what 1 said. 
son, Wright, and Yulee—45. justice, if entitled to admission, and at the same lam sorry io see this objection to the admis- 
i So the motion to postpone was not agreed to. time to act ourselves understandingly on the sub- sion of Oregon coming from the quarter it does, 
t af ject. In voting to postpone, as I shall, until the and at this particular time, because the Territory 
t ADMISSION OF OREGON. next session of Congress, I shall do so for the | of Oregon has approached this stage deliberately. 
n The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- purpose of allowing Congress time to passa bill The question has been before the people there 
‘ sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 239) to authorize the Territory to take a census, and | three times. T'wice the people rejected the prop- 
s for the admission of Oregon into the Union, report it to us at our meeting in December next. osition to call a convention because they were of 
e Mr. CLARK. I move to amend the preamble | When that is done we shall have the facts before | opinion at that time that it was not expedient to 
s in the second line after the word ** republican’’ to | us in an authentic form, on which the Senate can | assume the expenses and responsibilities of a State 
v insert the words **in form.’? The preamble re- form some reasonable and proper conclusion asto government. ‘They have approached it gradually, 
ir cites that the people of Oregon have formed a re- | the population of the Territory, before we admit | after discussing the matter for years,and now they 
te publican constitution. it into the Unionasa State. L[think itisthe safer | have formed this constitution and sent it here. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. [I inquire if the question mode. We have all been driven, by the force of | They have formed it in peace and quietude; they 
0 pending is not on the postponement of the bill | circumstances, to admit a State short of the re- have had no disturbance. Under this constitu- 
r until the first Monday in December, and if this | quisite population. It is unnecessary to allude to | tionanelection will be held during the next month; 
it amendment is in order? that, because Senators are familiar with the facts. | they will elect a complete State government, and 
0 The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brown, , But here isa Territory where nothing could beac- | | assure my friend from Alabama they will put it 
r- in the chair.) The present occupant of thechair complished by its admission now. They could |, into operation, and it is the only government that 
is informed that the question is on postponing the | not send Senators here during this session. They | will be there, whether you admit her as a State 
f bill until the first Monday in December next. could accomplish nothing between now and the | or not. I did not expect ever to have to answer 
= Mr DOUGLAS. Upon that Lask for the yeas next session of Congress, exceptto send usacen- | any arguments coming from my friend from Ala- 
\- and nays as a test question. sus,and let us know whether they have sufficient | bama against this measure. 1 wish now to refer 
ir The yeas and nays were ordered. population to entitle them to admission or not. to an objection that was brought forward by the 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. lama member of the Oregon has been modest about this. She has | Senatorfrom New Hampshire, [Mr. Hare,| when 
e Committee on Territories, and occupying the po- | not attempted to foree Senators upon us. Shehas | this question was up before. 
e sition I do, | merely rise to state the reasons that not gone through the forms of electing State offi- Mr. HAMLIN. Will the Senator from Cali- 
n will influence me in my vote on this matter. It cers, but has acted with becoming respect, ahd fornia answer me a question? I should like, if 
n was not my fortune to concur with the majority | with adiffidence that satisfied me that she doubted, | the Senator can inform me, to know what was the 
of the committee in reporting this bill—not that I | under the circumstances, that she would be ad- | aggregate of the vote given at tle time they voted 
i object to the admission of any State that comes | mitted. Therefore, although I dislike to cast a | in favor of forming a State constitution ? : 
here ina form to entitle her to admission, but I | vote of this kind, because [| would as promptly Mr.GWIN. Between ten and eleven thousand. ae 
‘p think the Senate has witnessed enough in the last | vote to admit a free State asa slave State when Mr. HAMLIN. And what was the vote given ¢ 
16 few years to be satisfied that we should have some- — she presents herself with a clear record, showing on each side? 4s 
thing like a general rule or general law regulating — clearly that she is entitled to admission—my acts Mr. DOUGLAS. I think only a couple of thou- a 
n- the admission of new States. It is no ordinary | have shown that; but, as in this case, nothing | sand votes were cast against the constitution, a ae 
n matter to constitute a sovereign State. can be accomplished by action, and no detriment | very small amount—perhaps less than that. ie 
or My great difficulty in not coming to an agree- | can accrue to Orezon by a postponement until the Mr. SEWARD. Two thousand five hundred af 
ment with my colleagues of the committee on this _ first Monday of December, postpone it, andthen | votes were cast against the constitution. fs 
18 subject, arose from the fact that we are entirely || pass an enabling act, ascertain her population, Mr. HAMLIN. Was there nota direct prop- ang 
at destitute of anything like reliable information as | and then, if it comes approximately towards the — osition submitted to the people of that Territory ee 
al to the population of this Territory. When this | number required to entitle a State to one member —will you form a constitution ? } fe 
re question was under consideration a few daysago under the Federal ratio, I am inclined to think Mr. GWIN. That was done the year before, : 
it was the opinion of one Senator that the popu- | Congress will admit the State. and they voted in favor of it. Be 
or lation was, perhaps, between forty and fifty thou- Mr. GWIN. [ am sorry to hear the announce- Mr. HAMLIN. What was the vote on that? i 
1? sand; and another Senator entertained the belief | ment which has been made by my friend from Mr. GWIN. I am not prepared to say what 
ce that, perhaps, it would approximate eighty thou- | Alabama, in view of the fact that for four or five that vote was. It was closely contested for three 
or sand. Now,I ask you, sir, is there aSenator on months we have been engaged in nothing elsebut elections. ‘Twice the proposition was rejected, 
he this floor who can state what the population of | making a State out ofa Territory where no cen- and the last time it was agreed to. 
ne Oregon is? Is this to be the settled policy of | sus had been taken, and where it is acknowledged Mr. HAMLIN. I wantto know what that last 
e- the country, that new Territories are to come into — there is not as large a population as there isin | vote was? 
h- the Union without any rule or regulation, on a Oregon; and he has been one of the most earnest Mr.GWIN. I stated thatthere had been seven- 
1y mere statement of the belief of Senators or other | advocates for admitting that State. Lacknowl- teen or eighteen thousand votes polled in a con- 
ce individuals that it contains the requisite popula- | edge that there were rather extraordinary circum- tested election when all the people came out. 
tion? Is that sufficient ground for the admission — stances urged as an excuse for doing it, but ithas . Whether or not that was on the occasion when 
Id ofa new State? been done. I am sorry to see him now rise and | the people agreed to call the convention, I cannot 
as So far as the constitution of Oregon is con- | oppose the admission of Oregonon the ground of say. I got my information as to the number of 
Ww cerned, if it suits the people of that Territory, I || a want of population, when it is notorious that} votes, from General Lane, the Delegate. I was 
re hold that I have no right to go beyond that and © her population is larger, and is in a better condi- | going to answer an objection made by the Senator 


ome. 


made to take up any other business, the Chair 
would call up the first special order. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire to inquire what 
js the next business? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first special 
order is the joint resolution for the presentation 
of a medal to Commodore Hiram Paulding, and 
the next is the bill in regard to the fishing boun- 
; Mr. FESSENDEN. But what would be the 
next in order after the Oregon biil? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Oregon bill is 
cn the general orders. It is not a special order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I concur with the Chair en- 
tirely on each of the points of order which have 
heen raised. I think the motion is in order now 
to postpone the Oregon bill for the purpose of 
taking up any other; and when it is postponed, I 
think itis perfectly competent for the Senate to 
indicate any bill on the Calendar that it desires to 
consider. I trust, however, that the Senate will 
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mold a constitution for them, provided it does nat 
violate the Constitution of the United States. But 
it will be recollected that at the last session of the 
Senate there was a bil! pending to pass an enabling 
act for Oregon. It was not passed; and in the 
very teeth of that, no matter from what cause it 
was defeated, we find the people organizing acon- 
vention, establishing a constitution, and sending 
it here for admission. All this results from the 
loose manner in which we receive information in 
regard to the population of Territories. I have no 
complaints to set up in regard to the constitution 
of Oregon; but I dosay, that before we undertake 
to admit a new State into the Union, Congress 
should have some regular and fixed rule by which 
States should be constituted, and also authentic 
information as to her population. 

Now, sir, I ask again, what evidence have we 
as to the real amount of population? We have 
none but the statements of gentlemen. No doubt 
they speak from the best information they have; 
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tion to support a State government, than that of 
Kansas. He says we have no testimony in re- 
rard to the population. What testimony had we 
in the case of Kansas? What other testimony 
did we require than that she had sent a constitu- 
tion here under the proper legal sanctions, as Or- 
egon has done? Was there any enabling act to 
authorize Kansas to send us a constitation here ? 
Why is that objection made to Oregon now, when 
we have admitted Kansas? Iam sorry to per- 
ceive that some of those who sustained the ad- 
mission of Kansas, now oppose the application 
of Oregon. 

We have the best test of the population in Or- 
egon that can possibly be given. It is the test of 
the poll-books; which prove that poll-tax is paid 
there upon upwards of sixteen thousand adults. 
I expect the Senator’s own State cannot show a 
poll-list of double that amount, and it has seven 
members of Congress. We only ask one for 
Oregon. 
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from New Hampshire. Te objects to the admis- 
sion of Oregon, because the constitution made by 
the people of Oregon excludes Chinese from the 
now State; and he intimated that that was a vio- 
lation of the Constitution of the United States. 
Now, Mr. President, I think that is one of the 
best provisions in their constitution. The Chinese 
population who visit the Pacific coast are a pes- 
t They are like the caterpillars and 
grasshoppers Usat afflict the country on this side 
of the mountains. They do not add to the wealth 
of the country, but the yt ike away from tt. They 
are not citizens; they are not recognized as citi- 
zens. . They ar 


ish rac 


tiierous race. 


a poor, miserable, degraded, slav- 
; and we are of opinion in California— 
though we cannot trace it home tothe parties, for 
they keep their own secrets—that four fifths of 
them are slaves; that they have masters in China, 
to whom they transmit the proceeds of their la- 
bors. It would be a great blessing to us in Cali- 
fornia if we were clear of them entirely. They 
have never brought us any benefit; they hang 
about the purlieus of our cities, the most degraded 
population; they come in behind American citi- 


zens in mining districts that have been tempo- 
rardy abandoned; and, living on a mere handful 
of rice a day, they gather up the gold that is left, 
and ship it out of the country. 

Oregon having witnessed the operations of this 
population in California, has wisely determined 
that she will notallow them totake mining chums, 
or have a permanent abode in that new State. It 
is hard to tell what wil! be the ultimate fate of the 
Chinese population in my own State, and what 
will be the consequence of their coming there. 
They bring no permanent and useful improve- 
ment to the country —i mean the great mass that 
ro to the mines, and such as would go into Ore- 
m, if they were permitted. If we had consid- 
‘ed in California that we had the power to pro- 
hibit their landing there, | believe the State would 
long since have pAASS 


| jaws for that purpose; but 
it was considered that the power was 'odged in 
Congress. . 

Another objection is made to the constitution 
if 


oy Orevor it prohibits colored persons 


», becau 
t That objection amounts 


from going into 


woke, 


to nothing; that provision of the constitution of 


Oregon meets my entire approbation, If, in 1849, 
the decision which has been rendered in the recent 
Dred Scott case had been made, we should have 
prohibited thetr going into California, Our people 
want nove but the white race among us; we do 
not wantnegroes or Chinese, and we should have 
excluded negroes by the constitution, as We have 
by a recent act of the Legislature of our State, if 
the Dred Scott decision had been made atthe time 
formed. If Oregon be ad- 
mitted under this constitution there will be in the 
States on the Pacific coast no provision for the col- 
ored race, and [ have no doubt they will be ex- 
cluded from the remaining territory there. These 


our constitulion Was 


Chinese are not recognized as ciuizens; they are 
not looked upon as a poruon of our population; 
they are not permitted by the laws to give testi- 
mony in court. hey are a degraded race, and I 
wantto get clear of all such, Oregon, in my opin- 
ion, had done well in excluding both Chinese and 
hegroes 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I am surprised that my 
friend from California should suppose I have any- 
thing like hostility to the admission of Oregon as 
a Siate. My inclinations are of a different char- 
acter, and I would vote for her admission if I was 
satisfied she had the requisite population. | as- 
sume the simple ground that we are not in pos- 
session of suflicient materials to enable Congress 
to judge whether she has the proper population or 
not. ‘Phatis the ground IL take; and further I say 
we have ample time now to allow Congress to ob- 
tain the information by passing an act authoriz- 
ing the taking of a census in that Territory. What 
objection can be made to that? 

The Senator alludes to the fact that we have 
been discussing for the last four menths, the 
application of another Territory for admission. 
‘That Senator very well knows that that Territory 
has been a Pandora’s box of evils to the country, 
so far as its peace and quictness are concerned, 
until the country is nauseated and sick of the 
bloodshed and disorders which have occurred in 
that Territory. We did not touch the matter of 
population there, because everybody, I believe, 


‘ ae > ; i. ; ‘ , 
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and turn it over to the peonle of Kansas. 
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I say 


itis time now to pause, especially in the face of 


the fact that these examples grow into precedents. | 


You organiae Territories and admit States almost 
by magic. ‘Territories are coming up at every 
session. Without being organized, you find two 
or three persons claiming to be Delegates from a 
remote Territory, never known of before asa sep- 
arate ‘Territory. 
that of Arizona; so of Dacotah. What evidence 
have we of the population of either of those Ter- 
ritories? Lam onthe Territorial Committee, and 
it has been my duty to inquire into the facts; and 
itis mere guess work. I ask, on the testimony 
before us, when all the time that is necessary to 
obtain the requisite information exists between 
this and the next session of Congress, is itright 
to force a Territory in as a State merely because 
she is asking to be admitted ? 

Isay not. It isunsafe. This is a bad pre- 
cedent. If we persist in the course we are now 
pursuing, it will go into the settled policy of the 
country. [t is not right; it is not just to Con- 
gress; it is unjust to the other States. You admit 
a State here, and, so faras Senators are concerned, 
you put her on an equality with the great State 
of New York, and, in fact, with all the other 
States in this Union, without knowing whether 
she has ten thousand or fifteen thousand votes. 
The highest vote given in Oregon, it is said, is 
twelve thousand, and that is the information de- 
rived from gentlemen who seem to have a Knowl- 
edge of that Territory. Nodoubt they believe it 
to be so, and the fact is as they state; but docs 
Congress have it in the form in which they should 
have information on a question before them? I 
say not; and we all know no such information is 
here. 

Now, where is the necessity of precipitating 
the admission of this ‘Territory as a State into 
the Union? There is ample time, as I before re- 
marked, to obtain the information that is required, 
and to say to distant Territories, before you pre- 
sent yourselves for admission, give us the facts 
that will justify Congress in admitting you. No 
opinions of the gentlemen who sit behind me con- 
trol me in thts matter. In relation to the peculiar 
opinions of the Senator from New Hainpshire, 
[Mr. Ilaur,] they are his own. Ido not in the 
least sympathize with him, as ke and all the Sen- 
ate know. As to the exclusion of the particular 
population to which the Senator referred, I have 
nothing to say. [tis with the people of the State 
themselves to determine, when they are forming 
their organic law, who shall and who shall not 
constitute a portion of their population, provided 
they keep within the pale of the Constitution of 
the United States. 

1 would not have said a word in regard to this 
matter, but for the fact of my being connected 
with the Committee on Territories, and it has 
been stated over and over again that the commit- 
tee had reported this bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. ‘The grounds assigned by 
the Senator from Alabama for voting in favor 
of the motion of my colleague to postpone the 
further consideration of this bill until December 
next, are very pertinent to the object he has in 
view, but yet furnish good reasons to me why I 
should resist the motion. The object of the post- 
ponement is,as avowed by the mover and by the 
Senator from Alabama, to ascertain what the pop- 
ulation of Oregon is, with a view of knowing 
whether she ought to be admitted or not. That 
would seem to indicate a liue of policy that Ore- 
gon may be admitted whenever she has a popu- 
lation of ninety-three thousand four hundred and 
twenty, that being the ratio of representation for 
a member of Congress; but 1s not to be admitted 
until she shall have that population. 
ing to agree to that as a general rule, as the Sen- 
ate well know. I endeavored in 1856 to apply it 
to Kansas. I have endeavored this year to apply 


it to Kansasand all other Territories. lam ready | 
now to apply it to all the Territories except Kan- 


sas and Oregon. It having been adjudged that in 
the inchoate State of Kansas a less population 
was sufficient, I desire to apply the same principle 
to the inchoate State of Oregon. 

My friend from Alabama gives as a reason, not 
only the want of sufficient population in Oregon, 
but the want of an enabling act. Let me remind 


, ’ . . . . : 
him that both these objectioas existed in the cage | 


‘. - 
Of Mausas. 


rm . 5 | 
There is one such case now, 


Iam will- | 
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Mr. FITZPATRICK. I beg to say to the Sey. 
ator from Illinois that I did not give that as 
reason, for 1 knew very well that it is within the 
discretion of Congress to admit a State Without 
an enabling act. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. But the Senator thinks j; 
wise to have an enabling act, allowing Oregon to 
come in as a State whenever she shall have the 
proper population. Iam rather glad to see hin 
arrivingatthatconclusion. I have been strugelins 
in this body during the whole of the past winte; 
against the heresy that the organic act of a Terri. 
tory was of itself anenabling act. The regularity, 
the legality of the convention in Kansas, has bey 
defended solely upon the ground that the organic 
act was of itself an enabling act, which justifie 
the people of Kansas in proceeding, through the; 
Legislature, to call a convention and establish 
State government whenever they chose, without 
the consent of Congress. Sir, if the organic act 
of Kansas was an enabling act, the organic act 
of Oregon was also an enablingact. If the Kap. 
sas convention had the legal authority to establish 
a government without the consent of Congress, 
and demand admission, ther the convention of 
Oregon had the same legal sight to establish a goy. 
ernment,and demand admission without the assent 
of Congress. The legislative power of the one 
‘Territory was precisely the same as the other, 
Each had the legislative authority granted in the 
same language, to wit: ** that the legislative power 
and authority of the said Territory shall exiend 
to all rightful subjects of legislation consistent with 
the Constitution of the United States and the pro- 
visions of thisact.’’ If that language gave to the 
‘Territorial Legislature in Kansas the authority to 


s+ @ 


calla convention and establish a government, it 


gave the same authority in Oregon. 

We have been told all the winter, that to refuse 
toadmit Kansas when she came with a legal, valid 
constitution, was to reject her from the Union— 
and it was to be a cause of dissatisfaction. I dis- 
sent from the doctrine. I claim that a Territory 
has no right todemand admission until Congress 
has passed an enabling act giving its assent to her 
forming a constitution and State government for 
that purpose. I say a Territory may petition 
Congress in the form and with the authority only 
of a petition for admission without that requisite 
population and without that prefious assent. But, 
sir, they cannot establish a State government; 
they cannot put a State government in operation; 
they cannot demand admission as a right, until 
Congress has given its assent. Hence the legal 
authority of the convention in Kansas; and the 
convention in Oregon rests on precisely the same 


| foundation, if you admit the proceeding to have 


been regular in each case. In Kansas the regu- 
larity and fairness of the proceedings were dis- 
puted. In Oregon they are undisputed. No man 
denies that the convention was regularly called 
by the Legislature; no man denies that there was 
a fair election in the selection of the delegates; no 


/ man denies that the constitution was fairly sub- 


mitted to the people—not only the constitution 
as a whole, but the slavery clause separately and 
the free-negro clause separately. A fair vote was 
given on each, and all and each of them were rat- 
ified by an overwhelming majority. 

There is no dispute but that this constitution, 
presented by the people of Oregon, is the act and 
deed of her people, and embodies their will. Then 
why should she not be received into the Union? 
Simply, because she has not the requisite popu- 
lation, we are told. Sir, she has confessedly more 
populauion than Kansas—ten, fifteen, twenty thou- 
sand more than Kansas. I concede that, in my 
opinion, she has not the full population required, 
according to the ratio, for a member of Congress: 
I do not believe she will have it for two years to 
come; and, therefore, the proposition to postpone 
until December, in order to ascertain the popula- 
tion, is a proposition indirectly to keep her out; it 


| 18 a proposition to kill the billof admission. Sir, 


if you are going todo so, it is infinitely better, in- 
finitely fairer, to kill it on a direct vote, so that the 
people of Oregon may know what their fate is. 
Under the provisions of this constitution the 
election comes on in June, and the State govern- 
ment is to be organized in July. If you now re- 


ject the bill, the people there will know it in time 
| to avoid the necessity of going on and establis)i- 


neg a State goverament; bu if you postpong | 
: ' e {a + <a ’ 2 
uuul deat December, they do not know whethe: 
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you intend to keep them in a territorial condition 
or admit them as a State. You suspend them be- 
tween the heaven and the earth, and they do not 
know which.way you intend to send them, and 
you leave everything in confusion, doubt, and un- 
certainty with respect to their condition. I think 
the worst course you can possibly take is to post- 
pone it by avoiding a direct vote. If you intend 
to keep Oregon out until she has the ninety-three 


sousand population, say so. Her proceedings 
cing regular, her constitution being valid, being 
e act and deed of her people, if you intend to 
Imit her with her population, say so, and let us 
ecide it at once. 

Sir, lam opposed to drawing this distinction 
between two inchoate States which may come 
here with a population which is nearly the same, 
although Oregon has the larger. 1 am opposed 
to saying that one has the right to come in with- 
out the requisite populationand that the otherhas 
no such right. Sir, that distinction is odious; it is 
invidious; it is violative of the doctrines of the 
President’s message in regard to Kansas,in which 
he said that Kansas had been prepared for ad- 
mission into the Union beyond the right of the 
Territorial Legislature to interfere. If Kansas 
had been thus prepared, Oregon is thus prepared; 
she has passed from a territorial condition to that 
of a State, with the right of admission into the 
Union. That is the position of the President in 
his message justifying the admission of Kansas 
with the Lecompton constitution; and the Presi- 
dent’s whole argument is sustained in the Oregon 
case, from the further fact that the President said 
he thought the rule applied to Minnesota requir- 
ing the constitution to be submitted to the people 
for ratification, ought to be the general rule in all 
the Territories. Oregon has complied with that 
rule; Orezon has submitted her constitution to the 
people. They have ratified it at the polls, and 
she comesexactly within the two conditions speci- 
fied in the President’s message, to wit: first she 
has been prepared for admission under law; sec- 
ondly, the constitution has been ratified by the 
people, and this is ascertained to be the act and 
deed of the people embodying their will. I may 
co further; the President thought the slavery ques- 
tion should be distinctly and separately submit- 
ted. Oregon has submitted it separately and dis- 
tinetly. 

I say, then, that Oregon is within every rule that 
has been laid down to justify the admission of 
Kansas under the Lecompton constitution, and, 
at the same time, she has avoided evéry objection 
that has been urged as an insuperable one to the 
admission of Kansas under that constitution. It 
is true I indicated that Kansas had not the re- 
quisite population to demand admission asa right, 
but I was willing to waive that. I indicated 
the objection that she had not the assent of Con- 
gress to form a constitution, and hence her pro- 
ceedings were in the form and with the authority 
only of a memorial, and not with the right to ad- 
mission; but | was willing to waive that, if the 
constitution were submitted to the people, and it 
was shown that it was their act and deed. On the 
other hand, we were told by all thg advocates of 
the Lecompton constitution, that it was a right to 
demand admission; that the constitution had been 
formed by a lawful convention; that it was there- 
fore legally the act and deed of the people whether 
it was so infact, or not; that the question of pop- 
ulation was not a matter of any importance, and 
did not constitute a valid objection. 

If these were good reasons in the Kansas case, 
why are they not in the Oregon case? Admit both 
of these inchoate States with whatever population 
they have got; thus you dispose of them; and then 
Tam ready to put all the other Territories on an 
equality by applying the general rule for which 
I have struggled for years, to restrict each and all 
of them to the requisite population, and to require 
the people to authenticate their constitution in 
such manner as to be certain that it is their act 
and deed, and embodies their will. Iam prepared 
for that as a general rule, applying it to all the 
Territories and enforcing it rigidly, giving it as 
& notice in the future; but I will not apply it to 
Oregon, and exclude Kansas from its operation, 
vhen Oregon has a higher and a better right to 
admission than Kansas had with a less popula- 
tion, 

_ Mr. President, I do not wish to oceupy time 
in the discussion of this question; but I think it |) 
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| those questions of policy. 
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is unjust, unfair, towards the people of Oregon, 


under the circumstances, to keep them out of the 
Union; and, above all, it is unfair to postpone 
their application without deciding it. ‘They wish 
to know whether they are to be a State or remain 
a Territory. They ought to know their fate. 
They ought to be enabled to regulate their affairs 
with reference to it. They want to know whether 
they are to go on and reélect a Territorial Legis 
lature or elect a State Legislature. They desire 
to know whether they shall elect a Territorial Del- 
egate to the next Congress, or elect a member of 
Congress. It is important that they should know. 
Why, by this postponement, induce them to go 
on with a State election, omitting their Territo- 
rial Legislature, disbanding the territorial gov- 
ernment, and having neither a Territorial Legis- 
lature, nor a Delegate here, under the hope of 
being admitted next winter, and then perhaps re- 
ject them next winter for the want of sufficient 
population ? Itis unjust to keep them in suspense. 
Chere is no good to be attained by it. If you are 





roing to exclude them on the ground of a want of 


population, do it atonce. If you are going to ad- 
mit them with a less population than ninety-three 


| thousand, do it now. 


In regard to the other points which have been 
made, I have but a word to say. I will not fol- 
low-+the Senator from California in a discussion 


|of the character of the Chinese immigrants. I 
| care not whether his descrintion of them be cor- 


rect or not; it matters not to me what the char- 
acter of that population is; the sovereignty of a 
State has aright to exclude them if it chooses, or 
to admit them if it wishes. So with regard to the 
free negro clause: if Oregon wants that popula- 


| tion, let her have them; if she does not want them, 


let her exclude them; it matters not to me. So 
with regard to the slavery. question; if she wants 
slaves, let her have them; if she does not want 
them, let her exclude them; that is her business, 
not mine. Hence, sir, [ am not going to discuss 
the policy of the admission or exclusion of Chi- 


| nese, the policy of the admission or exclusion of 


free negroes, or the policy of the admission or 
exclusion of slaves. I have nothing to do with 
I deny your right to 


decide them. I hold that when Oregon comes 


| here for admission as a State, she has a right to 


come with such constitution as she chooses, pro- 
vided she does not violate the Constitution of the 
United States; and you have no right to inquire 
what the clauses of her constitution are about 
Chinese or free negroes or slaves, so long as they 
do not violate the Constitution of the United 
States; and evenif they do, that isa judicial ques- 
tion, to be decided, not by Congress, but by the 
courts established by the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States. I will not discuss the propriety or 
impropriety, the wisdom or folly, of these restrict- 
ive clauses in the constitution of Oregon, because 
that discussion, if made with a view of controlling 
her action, is an invasion of State rights and State 
sovereignty, which I never intend to be guilty of 


| while T hold a seat on this floor, or have the right 


to cast a vote to affect the destinies of this coun- 
try. 

Mr. HALE. I do not wish to prolong this dis- 
cussion, but I desire to say that the suggestion [ 
made, on which the Senator from California spoke, 


| was a query whether or not this provision of the 
| constitution of Oregon was not inconsistent with 


our treaty obligations with China. [| understood 
the Senator from Illinois to suggest that the ex- 
clusion of the people of any nation from a partic- 
ular State was a question of State sovereignty, 
with which we had nothing to do. I do not know 
how far the Senator would carry thatidea. Would 
he think it was competent for any State of this 
Union to exclude Englishmen, or l’renchmen, or 
Spaniards, or the people of any European nation 
with which we have treaties of amity and friend- 
ship? 

But, sir, there is another doctrine advanced by 
the Senator from Illinois, to which I never will 
submit at any time, here or elsewhere, and that 
is, that a qu. stion arising in a ease before us for 
our action, is a judicial question to be passed upon 
by the Supreme Court of the United States, and 
that we have nothing to do with it. Sir, upon 
every question of a constitutional character in- 
volved in the admission of a State, or involved in 


| any act that we are called upon to do, we are the 


judges and the sole judges, and the Supreme Court 


2205 


have nothing at all to do with it. Thisis the only 
reading of the Constitutien that will not make it 
an instrument of oppression in the hands of one 
department of the Government over another. | 
concur entirely in the view presented by General 
Jackson on that subject, that each department of 
the Government is, and of necessity must be, the 


judge of its own power under the Constitution in 


regard to the acts that department is called upon 
to nerform, and that it would be a piece of imper- 
tinence in the Supreme Court to interfere with it. 
All these questions are submitted to us, and we 
have to pass upon them; and in passing upon them 
we have to judge, we have to deterinine what the 
Constitution of the United States is, and we ought 
to decide it on our own judgment, entirely irrespec- 
tive of what the Supreme Court may think. | do 
not care what the Supreme Court think on a mat- 
ter that is legitimately before Congress for con- 
gressional acuon. When it assumes a judicial 
shape, and comes before them in litigation, then 
if there are any private rights to be affected by it, 
they are to determine. But for the political action 
of Congress, of the Senate and the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and of the Executive when it comes 
to him, each body must judge for itself. In our 
legislative action we are the judges, the sole and 
exclusive judges of what the Constitution means, 
the powers which it confers, and the rights which 
it gives tous. I dissent entirely from the idea 
that in regard to any question appropriately aris- 
ing in the fair field of legislative discussion, the 
construction which the Legislature are to put upon 
the acts they perform is to be governed by the 
Supreme Court. Weare the sole judges of what 
the Constitution is on such subjects, utterly re- 
gardless of any opinions of the Supreme Court 
or anybody else on God’s earth outside of this 
Chamber. The Senate are to judge for them- 
selves. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Territory of Oregon 
asks admission into the Union as a State by the 
presentation of a constitution formed without any 
authority derived from Congress, and we are not 
furnished with any official information whatever 
of the extent of her population. Itis admitted by 
every one, I believe, that a State ought not to be 
admitted into the Union until it has sufficient pop 
ulation to entitle it to at leasteone member in the 
Ifouse of Representatives. That principle is so 
manifestly just thatallassent to it. State equality 
requires it; for it is unjust that fifty thousand 
people in one locality should have a representative 
in the other branch of Congress founded upon 
population, while fifty thousand in another local- 
ity have no such representation. Fifty thousand 
of the people of Illinois have as good a right toa 
representative as fifty thousand inhabitants of 
Oregon. This cannot be dented. The represent- 
ation in this body is different. Here itis founded 
upon States, and not upon population. It is un- 
just, then, to the older States of the Union that 
new States should be admitted with a greater pro- 
portion of representation than the old States them- 
selves have. All assent to this. 

Why, then, is it that there is an effort to bring 
Oregon into the Union as an equal State without 
some evidence of her population? What reason 
is given forit? None under heaven but that Kan- 
sas has been admitted. Sir, I trust Kansas has 
not been admitted, and is nota State inthe Union; 
I do not believe she will be a State in the Union 
under the bill which you have passed; but if it 
were so, that affords no reason why we should 
now vote for the admission of Oregon. The very 
Senators who urve that argument were opposed, 
they tell us, to admitting Kansas with a popula- 
tion of fifty thousand; but they are now against 
refusing to admit Oregon with fifty thousand. The 
very same Senators say to us, ** admit Oregon and 
thea we will adopt your rule; we will not admit 
Nebraska when she applies, without a sufficient 
population to entitle her toa Representative in 
the other branch of Congress.’’ Why will you 
not admit Nebraska if you have admitted Ore- 
gon? You want to fix the rule at some other point; 
you will not fix itnow; you want to admit another 
State first. Sir, will it be any better justice to 
keep Nebraska and Washington and the other 
Territories out of the Union with fifty thousand 
inhabitants, when you have admitted Oregon with 
fifty thousand, than it is now to keep Oregon out 
because you have admitted Kansas; if, indeed, 
Kansas be admitted? 
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The circumstances of the two cases are very 
different, but there is an assumption in this de- 
bate not warranted by anv facts before the Sen- 
ate, not warranted by any 
whieh t 


facts known to me, 
4, that Oregon has confessed! y more pop- 
Ideny tt. Where is the 
evidence of it?) Kansas gave a majority of ten 
thousand votes against the 


ulation than Kansas 


Lecompton constitu- 


tion, and we all know that those who favored it 


did not vote at that election. It had some sup- 
porters. Six thousand votes were returned to 
avor of it. More than half of them I believe to 


have been fraudulent; but suppose there were 
some two or three thousand pro slave ry yotes tor 
if, there were more than ten thousand given 
against it, making a vote of at least thirteen thou- 
sand. The largest vote ever polled in Oregon ex- 
ceeds ten thousand but a few hundred, so that 
the evidence is that Kansas has a larger popula- 
tion than Oregon. 
Bat, sir, whether that be so or not, oe fact that 
» have voted to admit Kansas as a State, and | 
‘ a so at the last Congress, is not to preclude me 
from voting against the sihenisnion of eats State 
under different cit Congress hus a 
discretion to admit States or not. The ¢ 


cumstances. 
‘ons itu- 
tion provides thatthe Congress of the United States 
Whenaa 
s endangering the peace of the 
country; when an army ts stationed in one of your 
‘Territories to preserve the public peace at an ex- 
pense of millions of money; when thousands of 
soldiers are quartered there; when, as I believe,a 
military despotism has been established in a Ter- 
riiory; am I to be told because under such cir- 
eumstances [would not stickle for the fallamount 
of population before | would relieve that pe op le, 
that therefore, when a Territor V ig eful, when 
none of these considerations exist, when the re is 
no pressing necessity for action 1n ee r to relieve 
the country from ec ivil war, and perhaps save the 
U nion itse iffrom destruction, | must vote to admit 
it with the same amount of population? Sir, the 
circumstances are very different. I said at the last 
Congress that I would not vote to admit Kansas as 
a State but from the pressing urgeucy of the case. 


may admit new States into the Union. 
state of things arise 


{ would have done almost anything in my power 
to relieve that people from the despotism under 
which they were laboring. 

Now, sir, why is it that Oregon is to be admit- 
ted asa State? Whiy isthe equality between the 
States of the Union to be disturbed by allowing 
one State a representation for fifty thousand pop- 
ulation, and requiring, more than ninety thousand 
‘rom another? Is there any pressing necessity for 

Ifso, 1 do not know what itis. I see no rea- 
son in the world for it, and Lam not to be gov- 
erned by any such pressure as ts brought to bear 
on some persons, Who are urged to vote for the 
admission of Oregon because it is a free State. 
Why, sir, I will not vote to admit a free State 
improperly any quicker than | would vote to ad- 
mit a slave State improperly. 1 will vote for 
neither to come into this Union,except on condi- 
tions which I believe to be right, just, and proper, 
under the circumstances of the case. The fact 
that Oregon has established a free-State constitu- 
tion will not induce me to vote to admit her into 
the Union when she is not entitled to admission. 
Lam glad she has comeas a free State, butitdoes 
not change my views as to the propriety of her 
admission one iota. I recognize, to the fullest ex- 
tent, the idea of State sovereignty. I admit the 
right of the peeple of Oregon, w hen the -y forma 
State constitution, to regulete their own affairs 
and | never thought there was any practical im- 
portance in a controversy about the admission of 
slave States or free States. The contest is about 
slavery in the Territories of the United States, and 
no man of any party contends that the Federal 
Government has per thing to do with slavery in 
any of the States of the Union. It is with it in 
the Territories. The re Congress has authority 
to regulate the subject and may properly exercise 
it. But when a Territory has population sufficient 
for a State government and forms a State rovern- 
ment for itself, it will regulate this subject as it 
pleases. We have no anthority to interfere with 
itand no party in the country ever contended that 
we had. Therefore, sir, | regard it asa matter 
of very littl importance; practically [could never 
see any Importance in the question about which 
so much has been said of the admission of a free 
or a slave State. 


THE CO 


Does human freedom gain anything by keeping 
out of the Union a Te rritory in which slavery is 
tolerated? What matters it to the slave whether 
he is held in slavery by virtue of a territorial or 
a State law, provided he is enslaved ? You gain 
nothing to human freedom by keeping a slaver 
holdin oe rritory out of the Union. Suppose you 
insist that they shall adopta free constitution when 
they are admitted, have you any power to prevent 
their changing their constitution the day afler 
the y are admitted? Does anybody contend for 
the power to prevent a State, when once admitted, 
altering its constitution as it may provide? No 
one. Sir, the controversy between parties in this 
country is not on the question of admitting free 
States or slave States. ‘I'he controve rsy is behind 
that; itis in regard to the Tt rritorie s of the Uni- 
ted States. If you have free Territorie s,if you 
preserve the count ry free while in a territorial 
condition, there will be a i rof slavery being 
introduced either when the Territory asks for ad- 
mission as a State or after it shall have becomea 
State of the Galion. In this day and age of the 
world you cannot assemble together one hundred 
thousand people, even South Carolinians or Geor- 
frians, to forma rovernment, without any slaves 
or negroes among them, who would agree to in- 
troduce them. So faras L understand those with 
whom [ act, our doctrine is for the rights of_the 
free white man; we want nothing to do either with 
free negroes or slave negroes. I say you cannot 
get together, at this day, one hundred thousand 
white people without negroes among them, free or 
slave, who will then introduce slavery or free ne- 
rroes e -ither,. 

Now, sir, I see no occasion for bringing Ore- 
gon into the Union; there is no such emergency 
as existed in regard to Kansas. If the rule is 
right, thata State, in order to be admitted, should 
have a population suficientfor one member in the 
other House, let us apply that rule here. If it 
be right to apply it, after we shall have admitted 
Oregon, is it not right to apply it betore? Even 
if Kansas had been admitted, and wrongly admit- 


to do evil and learn to do well? 
rule now, if it ts right. 
ple of other States to give representation in Con- 
gress to fifty thousand people in Oregon, why 
consummate that injustice? Oregon has had no 
authority to form a State constitution; no ena- 
bling act was passed for her; and though [ agree 
with my colleague, that a State may be admit- 
ted into the Union, without any enabling act, it 
is irregular, The regular and direct mode is for 
Congress to provide how a State government shall 
be formed out of a Territory, and provide for as- 
certaining the population, so that everything may 
be done regularly, and the State brought into the 
Union, in due time, witha population sufficient 
to entitle her to: admission. 

Entertaining these views, I cannot vote for the 
admission of Oregon at this time. It was asserted 
the other day that Oregon had a larger population 
than | suppose d—more than forty or fifty thou- 
sand. If we postpone this bill until December, 
the fact, in regerd to this matter, can be ascer- 
tained in the mean time. One of the Senators from 
California has stated that the persons from whom 
poll tax is collected in Oregon amount to fifteen 
or sixteen thousand. I know not from whence 
that information is derived, nor, if that were 
shown to be the fact, do | know upon whom this 
tax is assessed. For aught I know, it may be 
assessed upon all classes of persons, and not upon 
voters merely. The best evidence we have before 
us of the population is the vote, and judging by 
that, it cannot exceed fifty thousand. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have buta very few words 
to say; and first, as to the question of popula- 


Sir, apply the 


tion. I think it is very clear that the population | 
of Oregon is larger than that of Kansas. Thatit | 


is not equal to ninety-three thousand, I think is 
equally clear; that is, about fifty- five or sixty 
thousand, in my opinion. Those who have a 
better chance than myself of forming a correct 
opinion—the Senators from California and the 
Delegate from Oregon—think iteighty thousand. 
Be thatas it may, I shall not touch that question. 

The point raised by my colleague is against 
the admission of a State not having the full pop- 
ulation sufficient, according to the ratio of repre- 
sentation, for a member of Congress. I am glad 


that he is ready to adopt that as a general rule, | 
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| to Oregon, and not to Kanses? 
ception of both Oregon and Kansas, because they 


'| other case. 
ted, must we continue the error? Or shall we cease | 


If itis unjust to the peo- | 


to the Federal ratio, 
justment; 


| prosperous, and obedient people? 
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I have spentnied hard foe years to secure the 
adoption of that rule. I tried to apply it to Kan- 
sas in 1856, but my colleague would not help me 
to doit. He says if it is right as a general rule, 
it is proper to apply it now; and why do wrone 
once more, and afterwards ‘apply a right rule? 
Then, however, he voted for the admission of 
Kansas with the Topeka constitution, notwith- 
standing the smallness of the population, and al- 
though that constitution had been sanctioned |) 

only about two thousand votes; though it had not 
been formed by a legal convention; though there 
had been no regularity in the proceedings that led 
to its adoption. Again this year he votes to al- 
low Kansas to come into the Union either with 
the Lecomption constitution or a new constity. 
tion, as the people should see proper, with prob. 
ably eernteneee population. Perhapsit would 
have been well for him then to consider whether 





| he had not better do right, and apply the general 


rule to Kansas. Why does he vote to apply it 


Il made the ex. 


were two inchoate States, standing on an equal 
footing, so far as the want of a full population 
and the absence of an enabling act were con- 
cerned. ‘To admit one and reject the other, is 
odious and invidious. To admit the one which 
has been irregular in its proceedings, and reject 
the one which has been regular; to admit the one 
which has been rebellious in her spirit towards 
the Government, and reject the one which has 
been loyal and devoted to your institutions; to 
exclude the one which is a regular, quiet, and 
well-settled community, and admit that which 


| has been in turmoil and strife and civil war, thus 
| rewarding itfor strife and civil war, is, I think, 


a discrimination that is unfair and unjust. 

I insist now upon making an exception of both 
these inchoate States. ‘Treat Oregon as you have 
treated Kansas; waive the objection of an ena- 
bling act; waive the objection on the ground of 
population, and I will apply the rule to every 
I have offered in my place, again and 
again, in debate at this session, to apply this rule 
to Oregon if you would apply it to Kansas. I 
have proposed here, as a settlement of the whole 
slavery controve rsy,a provision that neither Kan- 

sas nor any other Territory shall be admitted as 
a State until it has the requisite population to en- 
title it to a Representative in Congress according 
| proposed that as an ad- 
but it was rejected as applicable to 
Kansas, and yet it is now to be applied to Ore- 
gon; and my colleague asks me, why will you do 
wrong in the case of Oregon? and then votes to 
apply” the general rule. May I not ask why you 
did wrong in Kansas, and now wish to apply the 
restrictive rule to the inchoate State of Oregon, 
with a larger population, a loyal, law-abiding, 
Are we to be 
told that rebellion is to be rewarded; that civil 
war is a passport to speedy admission into the 
council chambers of the nation, and that, if a State 
wants to come here against rule, all it has to do 
is to violate the peace of the country, raise the 
standard of rebellion, shed fraternal blood; and 
that rebellion and bloodshed are the speediest road 


to the admission into the Union of States? If 
| you put it on that ground, Oregon may give you 


a sample of a speedy mode of getting into the 
Union as well as Kaasas. If you are going to 


drive her to rebellion, in order to establish her 


claim to consideration and to speedy admission 
as a State, she can resort to that expedient as 
well as others. I am told she will not do it; I do 
nét believe she will. Her setthements were com- 
menced at an early period by hardy pioneers, at 


| atime when the country was under joint occupa- 
| tion of kngland and tne United States. No gov- 


ernment being established for them, they made 
one for themselves, and they governed themselves 


for years without protection from this country or 
/any other. Afterwards, you gave them a terri- 
torial government, and they went on under it 


quietly and peacefully. They are a quiet, sober, 
law-abiding people; they have shown their ca- 
pacity for self: government, and there is no reason 
why they should not be admitted into the Union 
now. 

There are great reasons in favor of admission. 
The Pacific coast has vast interests which are now 
represented by two Senators on this floor, and two 
Representatives in the other Hall of the Capitol. 
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| desire to give additional representation in each 
branch in order that the Pacific slope may have a 
fair voice and just representation in the councils 
of the nation; and if we would relax the rule any- 
where it should be to give a fair voice to the Pa- 


«fic coast. 1 have seen Oregon and Washington 
Typrritories suffer in their interests because of the 
want of representation here, and it was not in my 
power to preventit, California has had vigilant 
Senators here looking after her interests, and draw - 
ing everything that the Government could control 

to California, when, if there had been a repre- 
sentation ofthe whole coast, you would have heard 
« little oftener of the Columbia river, and of Pu- 
ret sound, when you came to the distribution of 
the patronage of this Government, or the distvi- 
»ution of money for public works, and to develop 

re country. It is fair and just that they should 
have a representation at as early a period as you 
ean give it to them consistently with those rules 
which you apply to other States, 

[ say, therefore, if you make a distinction, it 
should be in favor of Oregon instead of against 
her. Lam reminded that the House of Repre- 
sentatives passed an enabling act last year for 
Oregon. That is true; I have stated it before in 
debate. It was reported favorably by the Com- 
mittee on Territories of the Senate, and would 
ave passed if we had had another day’s session. 
jc was lost on the last night of the session. I was 
hiamed for not succeeding in getting it through. 
| had the territorial business of Oregon, Minne- 
sota, Kansas, and all the other Territories press- 
ing on me at once; each Delegate thought Lshould 
give preference to his business, and the Delegate 
from Oregon thought hard of me because | did not 
succeed in getting the enabling actthrough. ‘The 
Senate unquestionably would have passed it then 
it we could have had a vote onit. ‘The people of 
Oregon, knowing it had passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives, knowing that it was understood it 
would pass the Senate, proceeded to call a con- 
vention in obedience to what they supposed to be 
the assent and permission of Congress at the time. 
As I have said, their proceedings have been reg- 
uiar. Now, why exclude them on this technical 
rule of a wantof population, when you would not 
apply it to Kansas, nor to other Territories here- 
tofore? I say admit all the present inchoate 
States; Oregon is the last of them; and then Lam 
ready for your general rule, as | have proposed, 
and I shall adhere to it in the future, but I will 
not make this odious discrimination between 
these two inchoate States. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, I am disposed to 
vote for the admission of Oregon, though I be- 
lieve her populauon is not equal to the ratio re- 
quired for a Representative in Congress ; but as 
l have voted for Minnesota, and as | should have 
voted for the admission of Kansas if she had been 
alowed to frame a constitution for herself, or pre- 
sent herself in accordance with the wishes of her 
people, asa free State, ] shall vote for Oregon, 
aud I shall vote against this motion to postpone 
the furthér consideration of the bill until Decem- 
ber next, as thatis unquestionably a test vote on 
the passage of the bill. 

\ did not rise to discuss the question of admié- 
ting the State of Oregon, but to express some 
views in relation to a question that has been pre- 
sented in the Senate, in commenting on the pro- 
visions of the constitution of the State of Oregon. 
The constitution entirely excludes slavery from 
the State, which, I think, is a very excellent pro- 
vision. I recollect that the first Delegate from 
that Territory, who came when they had only a 
provisional government, Mr. Thurston, stated the 
absolute and nearly universal wish of that people 
to be not only free from the presence of slaves, 
but also that it was the very general wish of that 
people to have a homogeneous white population, 
and to be free from the settlement of blacks among 
them. They did not desire to encourage the set- 
tlement of that population among them, either as 
freemen or slaves. I think myself that such a 
provision in a constitution as excludes a black 
men from a right to reside in the State, or to sue 
in ts courts, is a harsh provision; and residing 
in the State, | should be opposed to such a pro- 
vision of law; but I certainly would not be in fa- 
vor of encouraging the immigration of any con- 
siderable number of black men into a State to 
settle and live among a white population. | think 
itis the interest of both races that we should live 
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separate. I have here a brief extract from the 
letter of a black man, which I propose to read to 
the Senate, and in whose opinions against mixing 
the two races I can say that 1 entirely concur. 
He has been the projector of a periodical, which 
he proposed for the benefit of his race, and has 
attended conventions of men of his own color; 
and advocated, some years since, the project of 
colonizing, with a view toenable the black men 
on this continent, where they were born, to test 
at any rate their ability to « stablish and maintain 
acommunity by themselves. Ele says: 

* The fact is, the Saxon and negro are the only positive 
races on this continent, and the two are destined to absorb 
into themselves all the others, and like two positive poles, 
they repel each other ; and if the one is destined to occupy 
all the temperate regions of this hemisphere, it is equally 
certain that the other will predominate within the tropics. 
The slavery propagandists unwillingly admit the same when 
they declare negro labor to be indispensable in those re 
gions. The question which suggests itself to the intelligent 
mind is, shall things be permitted, and encouraged to reach 
their natural development, which no combination of cir- 
cumstances can prevent, (however much it may retard it,) 
by the peacefal influence of free labor? or shall the slavery 
propagandists be allowed to interfere and check, for atime, 
the march of civilization, when the ultimate result must be 
to usher in, through war and anarehy, the very same state 
of things which might have been much sooner and easier 
reached by peaceful and legitimate means, to the great ben 
efit of the whole civilized world?’ 

I think this black man writes good sense. It is 
a letter which he wrote upon having read the 
speech of a Representative from Missouri, [{ Mr. 
Buair,}] upon the subject of colonizing Central 
America by the blacks, and thus establishing a 
home for that race without interference with the 
whites, leaving the great body of the continent 
and the States which we oecupy to our own race, 
and providing for them, or for those of them who 
chose to go there,a home where the climate would 
be suitable and inviting to them. In order to aec- 
complish anything like this, we must certainly be 
aware that any scheme for such a purpose, to be 
successful, must commend itself to the black man, 
as well as to the white man. The colony of Li- 
beria, in Africa, has never commended itself to 
the black man; and that, in my opinion, is the 
reason why that colony has not flourished more 
The white people of the country, so faras I know, 
every where—the great mass of them—would have 
been glad to encourage and aid the emigration of 
the black man to Africa; but he was unwilling to 
leave the country in which he had been born, and 
looked upon it as an effort to get rid of him. The 
blacks have therefore never becn induced, in any 
great numbers, to go; and a great number of peo- 
ple, like the black race in this country, can never 
be carried off to a distantand separate home with- 
out their consent and coéperation. The only mode 
in which we can relieve our country, relieve the 
blacks and the whites, divide these races, and pro- 
vide separate homes for them, is by some scheme 
which will meet the approbation of both—one 
which the parties themselves will execute. I think 
well of a scheme presented of a colony in South 
Ameriga—or Central America, perhaps, is better 
—extending toit such aid and protection from this 
Government as would be perfectly legitimate and 
proper, in the hope that such a measure, would be 
the best means of accomplishing a result so de- 
sirable for the benefit of both white and black. I 
think some such result as this will come in one 
way or another, from the collision of interests, 
from inevitable causes, and from the competition 
of free and slave labor. 

From this, and other letters on this subject, 
from black men, which | have had the opportu- 
nity to see, I learn that this scheme is one which 
the intelligent and educated men among them have 
consulted upon—though | was not aware of it 
until recently—for some years past, and have been 
contriving how it might be executed. They speak 
of the great difficulty, in their scattered condition, 
of inducing coéperation among their people, and 
of apprehensions of difficulties. They have sent 
agents to St. Domingo, and conferred with the 
Government there, with a view to emigration to 
that country; but no feasible project has yet been 
adopted. But, as the free and slave labor of our 
country begin to press upon each other, that con- 
dition of things arises which is usually denom- 
inated ‘* necessity ;’’ and necessity works out the 
ends which it requires. In the State of Missouri, 
as the natural place for this movement to find a 
head and beginning, we find this scheme presented 
and advecated. Missouri desires a place where 
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| her black people can go, and be well provided for, 
and which will be satisfactory to them as well as 
to the whites who are to remain; and colonization 
in Central America naturally suggests itselfas the 
means. 

This idea of a free colony of black men is one 
which should commend itself to our considera- 
tion, and for my part, in that connection, | do not 
object to the provision which the people of Ore- 
gon have adopted in their constitution. Lbeleve 
the Topeka constitution of Kansas contained a 
provision of the same sort, and so of most of the 
border States; and | am perfectly willing to seo 
the people of these new free States exXereise their 
discretion; and whatever their wish and will is, let 
them speak it out, and- not suppress it; for that 
which a community desires is that which they 
should talk about and proclaim, because they are 
most likely to know what is best for their inter- 
ests and their happiness. 

This and other letters which have been placed 
in my possession, have communicated tform- 
ation to me in relation to the views entertained 
by the black men of the country, and as | said, 
I regard’ them as more important to us on this 
subject than any information as to the views of 
the white men; for L think there is notany doubt 
that the great mass of the white men desire to 
see something done. that will provide a separate 
and satisfactory home for the black man. | have 
no doubt that there is such a desire throughout 
our whole country—strongest, perhaps, where 
the necessity presses strongest. We owe some- 
thing to these black people, who have served tor 
so many years, with so great fidelity and doeility, 
the white race and we ought, if we could, do some- 
thing for their benefit. Some scheme which will 
be satisfactory to them, and also to us, must be 

| devived to carry this project out. 


As | said, the condition of things now is such 
|as requires something of this sort. They are 
looking to emancipation in Missouri beyond alt 
question. ‘Their newspapers are discussing 13 
and | have no doubt that tn other border ~ tates 
that idea would be move generally entertained if 
a rational, easy mode of providing for the black 
| population was ready at hand. Indeed, | remem 
| ber when the annexation of Texas was discussed 
here and through the country, that one of the 
strongest arguments used in favor of annexation, 
through all that part of the country where I re- 
side, was that bringing Texas into the Union as 
amore extrame southern State, would draw off 
the black population from all the border slave, 
States, and that they would become free States, 
and that it was desirable to provide some Siates 
further South, to which the black population 
could go. 

I speak of this to bring the subject to the at- 
tention of the Senate, and to avow my wish and 
disposition, in any practicable mode, to aid in 
providing such a place for the free blacks of the 
country. It is unnecessary for me here to state 
that, in relation to the rest of that population, the 
responsibility is with each State tor itself, ia all 
these matters, and that, without a right to inter- 
fere, there should be the modesty not to uiuder- 
| take tomake suggestions. I have never attempted 
| to do it in Congress, and I shall not now. Butin 
| reference to the free blacks, they are among us 

all, and my own opinion is, that it would be best 
for them, as | am sure it would be for the white 
population, that a home should be provided tor 
them. I am glad to see this project; and inasmuch 
as this point has been alluded to in the discussion 
of the constitution of Oregon, I speak of it in that 
connection, and I desire to say that the provision 
of the constitution of Oregon, for that reason, is 
no objection to me; but it seems to me to be one 
of the provisions which, in the ordinary course 
of human action, by the collision of forces and in- 
terests among men, is calculated to aid in \Work- 
ing out and producing a proper zesult essential to 
the good of all. 
Mr.GREEN. Before the vote is taken, I merely 
| wish to correct the statement of the Senator from 
New York as to the sentiment of Missouri. It 
has been my privilege to live there nearly twenty- 
one yearg, to mix freely with the people, of all 
classes : 
Mr. KING. The Senator will excuse me for 
| interrupting him. £ would not presume to state 
what was the predominant sentiment of Missour. 
| l speke of topics which are discussed there, and 
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which are entertained by some of the citizens of 
Missouri. I certainly would not here undertake 
to decide as to what was the prevailing sentiment 
of Missouri. 

Mr. GREEN. Then I understand the Senator 
to admit that he does not undertake to give the 
sentiment of Missouri. If he undertook to doit, 
J should correct him, for I know it to be exactly 
the reverse of what he represented it, as I thought; 
but,as he now corrects himself, he confines it to 
a few individuals. 

Mr. KING. ‘The Senator will allow me. He 
does not, of course, desire to have me scem to 
state anything I did not. I did not assume to 
state how strong or how weak was the sentiment 
to which I alluded—whether it was predominant, 
or the view of a minority. Ll only spoke of it as 
a sentimentexisting there; and whatever may be 
my opinion of the views of the majority of the 
people there, I will not assume to pronounce it 
here. {think Missouri will speak for herself on 
this subject, and very soon too. 

Mr. GREEN. IL anderstand the whole scope, 
object and design of throwing out such expres- 
gions, 
that character in the State of Missouri, and I in- 
tend to meetit atthe threshold. The public, com- 
mon sentiment of the people of that State is for 
peace, forlaw, for quietude, for rest, and to abide 
by our institutions as they are, and not to earry 
conflict and contest there by the agitation of the 
question of emancipation or otherwise. That the 
same spirit which has fanned the flames of dis 
cord throughout the leneth and breadth of this 
land would seek to involve Missouri in a blaze, I 
have no doubt; but Ido not intend to give a pre- 
text for itin the Senate, so far as my action is 
concerned. Tundertake to say that the sentiment 
to which the Senator alludes in the State of Mis- 
souri is exceedingly small. That some of itexists 
there, and exists everywhere, | have no doubt, 
We heard the same threats made in revard to the 
State of Kentucky a few years ago; but when the 
question was presented to the people of Kentacky, 
and they were about to cleect a convention to form 
a new constitution, my recollection is that nota 
single delegate elected to that convention was 
tinctured by the emancipation sentiment. If the 
same question were presented in the same manner 
to the people of Missouri to-day, the same result 
would follow that did in Kentucky. There isa 
great similarity between the common senuments 
of the two States; the one, in the eommon par- 
lance. of the country, is very properly termed the 
daughter of the other. 

Ido not desire the wish, the mere expression, 
of one man, seized hold of and thrown broad-cast 
over the land, with a view of prejudicing the State; 
and it does prejudice the State, first, by intimi- 
dating the immigration of those who hold slaves 
and desire to settle where they can have peace and 
qnietade; second, by the encouragement of that 
class who have heretofore gotten up emigrant aid 
societies, fanning the flames of discord, sending 
a sword, instead of peace, into a community that 
desires peace; and itis my purpose, therefore, to 
disabuse the public mind. ‘The slave population 
of the State of Missouri has grown rapidly within 
the last ten years. In the space of ten years, from 
eighty-five thousand, its numbers have gone up 
to now more than one hundred and fifteen thou- 
sand; and it is retained because it is profitable. 
Slave labor in the cultivationof hemp and tobacco, 
will compare well with slave labor in the cultiva- 
tion of rice, cotton, and sugar; and I believe, at 
the ordinary ruling rates, it will pay better. As 
they are in the United States, the common senti- 
ment of the people of Missouri is this: leave sla- 
very, under the regulation of the law of production, 
to go just where it is profitable to go; not to force 
itanywhere, not to prohibit itanywhere. But this 
outside pressure, and internal assistance which the 
outside pressure is designed to get up, isto bring 
a second contest in the State of Missouri, worse 
than that which has hitherto prevailed in Kansas. 
1 will never permit the first step to be taken with- 
out giving it the proper rebuke; and when the 
Senator from New York desires to intimate that 


there is to be this soon-coming contest inthe State | 
of Missouri, I tell him what the result of that con- 


test will be. 

But enough of that subject. It does not legiti- 
mately bear on the subject-matter before the Sen- 
ate for its consideration, and | am sorry that it 


It is to cultivate a contest on a subject of 
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was brought in so unnecessarily. Having been 
brought in, I was compelled to notice it. I pass 
from it. Oregon hasa population of at least eighty 
thousand. It isa distant portion of our domin- 
ions. We have been acting on the principle that 
they should have what we ordinarily mean by 
squatter sovereignty, that is, the right to regulate 
their internal affairs for themselves. Why not 
make them an independent political community 
atonce? If the vote is to be taken on this prop- 
osition to postpone, I shall vote against it. I 
know the argument is used that, if we postpone 
it to the first Monday of December, it will enable 
them to come up with certain facts in regard to 
population. Tanswer that Il amsatisfied with the 
population as itis now. Iwill make no invidious 
distinction between Kansas and Oregon. I will 
not say to the one you may come in, and to the 
other you shall not; and if we postpone it, it 
leaves the question still to be agitated. If we 
voteupon it now and reject the bill, the State can 
sull apply for admission under the present exist- 
ing constitution next December, anyhow. Why 
not, therefore, take a direct express vote whether 
you will admit the State or not? 

We all remember the action of the last session 
of Congress. The House of Representatives 
passed a bill, saying to Oregon: ** form a constitu- 
tion and come and be thou with us.”’? ‘The Sen- 
ate Committee on Territories reported in favor of 
the same proposition. It would have been passed; 
and the only reason why it did not pass, was not 
fully stated by the Senator from Lilinois, [Mr. 
Doveras,]and I will supply the deficiency. Being 
anxious to settle the difficulty in regard to Kan- 
sas, | moved a corresponding enabling act for 
Kansas as an amendment to the Oregon bill, and 
that movement defeated the passage of the bill 
in favor of Oregon. I took the responsibility 
upon myself because my motive was a good one, 
whether it eventuated in good or bad. More than 
a year ago the Senate was willing to say to Ore- 
gon: ** you are fit to form your constitution and 
be admitted.’? Thus you are committed upon the 
record; thus the fact and the history of the coun- 
try stand recorded against you. Shall we now 
repulse the application of the young sister who 
has come on our own invitation? I trust not. | 
believe the good of the whole community will be 
subserted by her speedy admission. I am satis- 
hed of her population, her strength, and her abil- 
ity to sustain a separate State organization, and I 
believe that itis good policy to extend to her that 
privilege. At least let us have a direct vote, and 
not a side blow to throw off the questioy until the 
first Monday in next December. I shall there- 
fore vote against the postponement. 

Mr. POLK. 1 wish to direct the attention of 
the Senate to a statement made by the Senator 
from New York, which was not replied to by my 
colleague. I understood the Senator from New 
York to state it as the sentiment of Missouri, that 
Central America ought to be colonized with free 
negroes ° 

Mr. KING. As I stated to the Senator’s col- 
leacue, I did not assume, and I would not do so, 
not residing there, to pronounce upon the senti- 
ment of Missouri as a State. I did not assume 
to say what the sentiment was, but that these 
ideas existed there and were discussed. How 
strong or how weak they are, Fdo not know. 

Mr. POLK. Lunderstood the Senator to make 
that statement. I am glad, if he made it, that he 
did not intend it, or that | misunderstood him. I 
would say that, in my opinion, this plan or idea 
ofattempting toeolonize negroes in Central Amer- 
ica, is as novel and as strange to Missouri as to 
any other State of the Union, and it was heard of 
there, probably for the first time,after the move- 


ment that was made in the other end of the Cap- | 
itol by the gentleman to whom the Senator from || 


New York referred. 

I pass from that point to observe merely that, 
on the question of the postponement of the entire 
subject of the admission of Oregon until next De- 
cember, I am opposed to it, and in favor of the ad- 
mission of Oregon, though | coincide most heartily 
and cordially in the soundness and expediency of 
a rule that would require a State, before being ad- 
mitted,.to have population enough to entitle it to 
a Representative in the popular branch of Con- 
gress. Ido not wish, however, in the case of Or- 
egon, to make a discrimination against that peo- 
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has come forward seeking admission, all of whose 
action has been more orderly and regular and 
proper than has been the action in the case of Or. 
egon. I think the conduct of the population of 
Oregon stands not merely in comparison, but jn 
favorable contrast, with what has been the history 
of some other States which have sought admis. 
sion into the Union. I believe that population js 
settled, industrious, and well todo in all respects, 
I believe, furthermore, that situated as that pop- 
ulation is on our extreme western limits on the 
Pacific seaboard, it is altogether proper that they 
should be admitted into the Union as a State, and 
that they should be tied to us by the still stronger 
cords that would exist if Oregon were made ay 
equal sister of the Confederacy. 

Therefore, sir, while I shall vote for the admis. 

sion of Oregon at any time, probably at the earli- 
est time when that question can be raised, and 
shall not vote for the postponement of this ques- 
tion until December, I wish it understood that 
when I do so I fully subscribe to the propriety 
of a rule which will hereafter require that a new 
State, seeking admission into the Union, shal! 
have population sufficient to entitle her to one 
Representative in the popular branch of Congress, 
I will also say that | am rather of the opinion, 
from what has been stated here as being the fact 
in regard to Oregon, that the population in Ore- 
gon is about adequate at the present time. 
' Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, a portion of 
the Senate is opposed to the admission of States 
which tolerate slavery. ‘That portion of the Sen- 
ate is gratified by the bill which is before us now 
for the admission of Oregon; for it is founded on 
a constitution which excludes slavery in the State 
of @regon. I believe all the other members of the 
Senate have avowed the principle that slavery or 
freedom ina State is to them immaterial, they pro- 
ceeding upon the principle of the right of a State 
to choose whether it will exclude slavery or not. 
Under these circumstances, | had hoped that we 
had reached a proposition for the admission of a 
State into the Unionin which the slavery question 
would not’be discussed here. I see no necessity 
for going into that discussion now. It is not at 
all necessary to be taken into consideration in the 
vote which I am to give on this question. 

Sir, | know how important itis, where itis prac- 
ticable in the affairs of government, as well as in 
other concerns of human life, toadopt general rules 
and to have systematized modes and methods for 
the transaction of affairs. The Constitution of the 
United States does, in a great many cases, adopt 
that principle of generalization; that is, of fixing 
certain rules and measurements, all of which must 
be conformed to before a great public transaction 
ean be achieved. But it has always struck me that 
it was a signal mark of wisdom in the framers of 
the Constitution that, in regard tothe admission of 
new States into the Union, new members of the 
Confederacy, the Constitution avoided altogether 
everything like form, everything like measure- 
ment, everything like particularity, and submitted 
the transaction always to the uncireumscribed dis- 
cretion of the Congress of the United States. Con- 
gress may admit new States; and insomuch as they 
neay admit, they may reject new States. They 
may admit new States anywhere; they may reject 
them everywhere. They may admit them with one 
hundred thousand people; they may reject them 
with a million of people. Congress may admita 
new State which has been organized after a com- 
pliance on the part of its people with certain pre- 
scribed forms set for them by the Congress of the 
United States, or on the compliance with certain 
customs which other Territories seeking admis- 
sion into the Union may have adopted. So, on the 
other hand, Congress may admit a new State, as 
it has, on more than one occasion, admitted a new 
State which had complied with no forms, which 
had proceeded at once to the matter of organizing 


_ itself without any preliminary application to Con- 
|| gress, or any preliminary investigation of it by 


the people themselves. 

It is precisely because I think it is important 
that this should be kept up, that the question 
should always come before Congress in the case 


_ of every new State disembarrassed by forms, dis- 


embarrassed by measurements, disembarrassed by 


precedents, that | rise to protest against my vole 


here in favor of the admission of the State of Ore- 


i gon, under the circumstances in which she comes 
/ ple, especially when I believe that no new State || here, being given upon the condition, or the pledge, 
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or the assurance, that under other circumstances 
and at another time and in regard to other States, 
I shall vote because of an analogy established be- 
tween that State and the present one. I can con- 
ceive, as I said on this same question a few days 
ago, of a State with a million of people that I 
would not consent to admit into the Union; and I 
can conceive of a State which I would admit with 
a population of forty thousand, or fifty thousand, 
or sixty thousand, 

In coming to this conclusion, I am determined 
by the fact, that, geographically and politically, 
the region of country which is occupied by the 
present Territory of Oregon is indispensable to 
the completion and rounding off of this Repub- 
lic. Every man sees it, and every man knows it. 
There is some day to be a State of Oregon. There 


is no member of the Senate or of the House of | 


Representatives, and, probably, no man in the 
United States who would be willing to see it 
lopped off, fall into the Pacific or into the posses- 
sion of Russia or under the control of any other 
Power; but every man, woman, and child, knows 
that itis just as essential,to the completion of this 
tepublic as is the State of New York, or as is the 
State of Louisiana, on the Mississippi. It cost us 
too much to get it; we have struggled and fought 
too hard for it, we have nursed and cherished it 
too long, not to knowand feel that it is an essen- 
tial part of the Confederacy. 

Well, then, she is to be admitted at some time, 
and, inasmuch as she is to be admitted at all 
events, and is to be admitted at some time, it is 
only a question of time whether you will admit 
her to-day, or admit her six months hence, or ad- 
mit her a year or seven years hence. What ob- 
jection is there to her being admitted now? You 


say she has not one hundred thousand people. | 
What of that? She will have one hundred thou- | 


sand people in a very short time. This motion to 
postpone until the first Monday in December next, 
if it presents sincerely the views which it ex- 
presses, admits that on the first Monday in De- 
cember she will have population enough, or that 
at least it can then be ascertained. Now, what 
earthly difference can it make to this Republic col- 
lectively, to these States collectively, or to any 
one State in the Union, whether Oregon is admit- 
ted now or admitted next December, except the 
inconvenience of postponing and delaying that 
question and embarrassing it by the occurrence 
of new and disturbing circumstances? ‘The State 
of Oregon is, of her own free consent, here, ready 
to be admitted. She is here with a constitution 
complete and a State government organized and 
ready to go into operation. That state of things 
may continue until next December, or some cir- 
cumstance may intervene to embarrass and dis- 
turb it. Next December wil! be the beginning of 
a short session of Congress, and debates upon 
this or other subjects may prevent the admission 
of Oregon for another year. ‘Then, in that case, 
will be the embarrassing question, whether this 
constitution remains; whether the convention 
which organized it expressed the will of the peo- 
ple of Oregon, or whether a new proceeding must 
be instituted for that purpose; and, when it is all 
done, I think there is nobody who doubts that the 
people of Oregon are, to-day, ready, desirous, will- 
ing, to come in. They have made a constitution 
which is acceptable to themselves; and a consti- 
tution which, however it may be criticised here, 
after all complies substantially with every require- 
ment which the Congress of the United States, or 
any considerable portion of either House of Con- 
gress, has ever insisted on in regard toany State. 

It seems to me, therefore, to be trifling with the 


State of Oregon, trifling with the people of that | 


community, and to be unnecessary and calculated 
to produce an unfavorable impression on the pub- 
lic mind in regard to the consistency of the pol- 
icy which we pursue in admitting States into the 

/nion to delay or deny thisapplication. For one, 
sir, I think that the sooner a Territory emerges 
from its provincial condition the ketter; the sooner 
the people are left te manage their own affairs, 
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| bilities of this Government, the stronger and the 


more vigorous the States which those people form 
will be. I trust, therefore, that the question will 
be taken, and that the State may be admitted with- 
out further delay. 

The question being taken, by yeas and nays, 
on the postponement of the bill to the first Mon- 
day in December next, resulted—yeas 16, nays 
38; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Chandler, Clay, Crittenden, Durkee, 
Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Hate, Hamlin, Hammond, Hunter, 
Iverson, Kennedy, Mason, Trumbuli, and Wade—16. 

NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bigler, Bright, Broderick, 
Brown, Cameron, Clingman, Collamer, Davis, Dixon, Doo- 


little, Douglas, Foot, Foster, Green, Gwin, Harlan, Hender- | 


son, Llouston, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennes- 
see, Jones, King, Mallorv, Polk, Pugh, Sebastian, Seward, 
Shields, Simmons. Sildell, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Toombs, Wilson, Wright, and Yulee—38. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ison | 
the amendment of the Senator from New Hamp- | 
shire, [Mr. Ciark,] in the second line of the pre- 


amble, after the word ** republican,’’ to insert ** in 
form.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. ‘The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and was read the third time. 

Mr. PUGH. 
the final passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 


taken, resulted—yeas 35, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, 
Broderick, Brown, Cameron, Chandler, Clingman, Coila 


mer, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Foot, Foster, Green, Gwin, | 


Harlan, Houston, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of ‘Ten- 
nessee, Jones, King, Polk, Pugh, Sebastian, Seward, 
Shields, Simmons, Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, Wright, and 
Yulee —35. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Durkee, 


Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Hale, Hamlin, Hammond, Hender- 
son, Hunter, Iverson, Kennedy, Mason, Trumbull, and 
Wade—l7. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Aten, their Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the following 


enrolled bills, which thereupon received the sig- | 


nature of the Vice President: 


An act for the prevention and punishment of | 


frauds in land titles in California; 


An act for the collection and safe-keeping of | 


public archives in the State of California; and 
An act to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to 
authorize the President of the United States to 


cause to be surveyed the tract of Jand in the Ter- | 


ritory of Minnesota, belonging to the half-breeds 
or mixed bloods of the Dacotah or Sioux nation 
of Indians, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
17th July, 1854. 
COMMODORE PAULDING. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. In the opinion of 


the Chair, the Senate recurs to the regular order 
ef business, which is the first special order. 

Mr. HUNTER. What is that? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint resolu- 
tion (S. No.7) for the presentation of a medal to 
Commodore Hiram Paulding. 

Mr. HALE. Cannot something be done to pre- 
vent that coming up every day? 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I move to postpone 
that joint resolution indefinitely. 

| Mr. DOUGLAS. One act of kindness is al- 
ways the prelude to another. The Senate have in- 
dulged me in the passage of the Oregon bill. Now 
I have in chargea little billfor ranning the bound- 
ary of Texas, that everybody is for, and there is 
no objection to it. It will take buta very few 

| minutes, and I trust there wiil be unanimous con- 

| sent to take it up and pass it. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there unanimous 

| consent te take up the bill alluded to by the Sen- 

ator from Illinois? 

| Mr. GREEN. I object to that. I desire to sub- 

| mit a motion that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I believe my motion to 


I ask for the yeas and nays on || 


| on behalf of Texas. 
| no persons shall be employed in this service but 
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erence to Commodore Paulding, is a privileged 


question, and has precedence. That resolution is 
an old customer, and we had better get rid of it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will simply state that I 
understood it was agreed, by universal consent, 
that this joint resolution, which was introduced 
by the Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. Dootrr- 
TLE,] should be discussed at the same time with 
the report of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
upon the neutrality laws. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. If that is the under- 
standing, I shall withdraw my motion. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I think it would be better to 
make an express order that it shall be considered 
with that report; so as not to have it called up 
every day. I make the motion. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. [| had supposed that by an 
order of the Senate tne joint resolution was fixed 
as a special order for consideration at the same 
time with the report of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and a resolution that was offered, or of 
which notice was given, by the Senator from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Foor. ] 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move that the consideration 
of this resolution be fixed for the same day and 
hour with the report of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations upon the same subject, and remain so 
attached to it as to come up at the same time. 

The motion was agreed to. 

TEXAS BOUNDARY. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The objection to taking up 
the Texas boundary bill is now waived. 

Mr. GREEN. I withdraw the objection. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (H.R. No. 


| 152) to authorize the President of the United 


States, in conjunction with the State of Texas, to 
run and mark the boundary lines between the 
Territories of the United States and the State of 
Texas, the pending question being on the amend- 
ment reported by the Committee on Territories, to 


|| insert, at the end of the bill, the following proviso: 


Provided, That the person or persons appointed and em- 


| ployed on the partand bebalf of Texas are to be paid by the 


said State: Provided further, That no persons shall be ap- 
pointed or employed in this service by the United States, 
but such as are required to make the necessary observa 
tions and surveys, to ascertain such line and erect suitable 
monuments thereon, and make return of the same. 

Mr. DAVIS. I should like to have an expla- 
nation of the object of the amendment? 

Mr. COLLAMER. ‘The amendment consists 
of two provisos: the State of Texas has appointed 
surveyors and commissioners to represent her in 


| running this line, and has made an appropriation 


for their payment, and the first proviso is merely 
to provide that the money appropriated in this bill 
shall not be used to pay those persons employed 

The other proviso 1s that 


those necessary to make the observations and sur- 
veys, erect the monuments, and make the proper 
returns. The committee were impressed with the 
fact that for a long time past we had not sent out 


| any expedition to make an exploration, run a line, 


or anything of that kind, without having a body 
of naturalists, a body of astronomers, a corps of 
icth yologists, a corps of botanists, and a corps of 


| geologists; and out of that grew a large number 


of learned reports, meking voluminous books, 


| printed and sent abroad with very beautiful pic- 


tures and allthat. For the purpose of eat 
anything of that kind in relation to this boundary, 
we propose to confine the persons employed to 
those only who are necessary to make the obser- 


| vations, erect the monuments, and make the proper 


returns. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish to make 4 verbal 
amendment to this amendment, at the suggestion 


| of one of the Senators from Texas; to insert in the 
, amendment, after the words ‘* no persons,’’ the 


words *‘except superintendent or commissioner.” 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatalteration will 
be made by unanimous consent. 
Mr. DAVIS. The provisoes seemed to me ob- 


| jectionable. I therefore asked an explanation; and 


not being satisfied with it, will proceed to state my 


and are admitted to participation in the responsi- || postpone indefinitely the joint resolution in ref- |) objections. It will be recollected that when Texas 
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was annexed to this Union as an independent 
Power of the earth, she surrendered to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States the right to estab- 
lish her boundary. The Government of the Uni- 
ted States has so established that boundary as to 
strip from Texas an immense domain. In 1850, 
under influences to which I shall not now refer, 
410,000,000 were paid to Texas to allow her ter- 
ritory to be carved down to its present limits, as 
defined in this bill; and it was hardly to be sup- 
posed that thus shorn of her fair proportion, she 
was at some subsequent day to be called upon for 
the benefit of the United States to deiine theline. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Will the gentleman in- 
dulge me a moment? Texas has appointed her 
owt surveyors and commissioners, and asks us 
to run the line; and this provision is, that all the 
expenses, except for the surveyors and others 
whom she appoints to represent her, shall be paid 
by the United States. 

Mr. DAVIS. If that was the only object, the 
language does not express it, but treats itas if 
‘Texas were to send a corps into the field to es- 
tablish the line and act equally with the United 
States. If the commissioner be the only person 
required to represent Texas, I think it would have 
been better expressed by the word ‘* commis- 
sioner,’’ instead of ** person or persons.” 

That, however, is minor to the objection T have 
to the second proviso. ‘The great expense of ran- 
ning this line consists in the outfit. You must 
send trains of supplies, wagons to haul your mon- 
uments, and this at a great distance, and overa 
country entirely destitute of supplies, which con- 
stitute the bulk of the expense. To add, then, to 
this corps of astronomers making observations to 
determine the latitude and longitude, and laborers 
to set up the monuments, a few men who can ex- 
amine the character of the country, and bring back 
specimens, would but little increase the expense, 
unless Congress afterwards, in its desire to dis- 
tribute books, should make a large expenditure of 
money for the preparation and publication of 
books written by learned men, to whom should 
be submitted the observations and specimens 
which might be brought in. 

But that is not the point to which I expected to 
get an answer. How is this line to be made per- 
manent? By setting up monuments of stone, of 
wood, or of iron? No. You have the line now 
traced in the stars. You propose to project it 
upon the face of the earth. Lask how is it to be 
made permanent? It is only to be made perma- 
nent by sending the necessary topographers with 
your party to sketch the ground on each side of it. 
That indication of the time stands forever. The 


monuments may be removed by any one who is | 


rillfuler mischievous. The topographical sketch 
willful er mischievous. ‘T 


of each side of the line is the only way it can be | 
defined on the face of the earth, and made to stand |! 
for iuture uses. ‘These topographical sketches, en- | 

raved and published with the report, would give | 


ittothe world. This is necessary to make the line 
permanent, and thus you are secure against the 


contingency of the destruction of the original map. | 
I go further, and say that, having incurred the | 


reatexpenditures of the expedition in its outfit, 
would send along with it men who could take 


the very observations to which the Senator from | 
Verment alluded; observations of the soil, of geo- | 


logical structure, of entomology, of the botany and 


natural history of the country; and men who could | 
engage in that much-decried occupation, some- | 


umes called here looking after bugs; and in this 
region the inquiry would be of special value. 


From the time of the Israelitish exodus, itis a part | 


of human history that all arid regions are subject 
to have their crops entirely destroyed at times by 
insects. Ithas been the case in the valley of Utah. 
Insects are now ravaging the fields of Texas. This 
is such a country; and an examination into the en- 


tomological character of this region is necessary | 


to the people to warn them of what they have to 


meet if they migrate to that section, It is inform- | 
ation such as the great landholder should give to | 


those whom he invites to purchase. The pub- 
lication of so many copies as would be useful for 
naturalists and learned societies, would be but a 
small expense; but if you should never publish it 
atall, the information being deposited in one of the 
Exccutive Departments, would exist as a source 
trom which authors might derive knowledge, 
which, distributed through the channels of pub- 
lication on private account, would be a useful con- 
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| tribution to mankind: and the Government then 


has incurred only the expense of adding a few 
individuals to the party. 

Mr. HENDERSON. My objection to the 
proposition of the Senator from Mississippi is, 
that it will cause delay. It is of importance that 
this commission, on the partof the United States, 
should be appointed atonce. Texas has for sev- 
eral years had statutes authorizing the Governor 
of that State to appoint a commissioner, to meet 
one on the part of the United States, to run this 
line. The season of the year for such work is at 
hand. The parties should be starting out now, 
for they have to go through a country which is 
entirely uninhabited, and they must depend upon 
the grass for the subsistence of their animals, and 
unless they start very soon this season will be 
entirely lost. Moreover, | am informed that 
lands are being surveyed about where this line is 
to run, and unless it be established very soon, 
confusion will be created by extending the sur- 
veys in Texas beyond the real boundary line; the 
system there being for each settler to select his 
own location and run out his line. Iam told that 
difficulties even now exist there, because this line 
has not been established. Itis important that the 
bill should be acted on at once, and I do not think 
the object which would be accomplished by carry- 
ing out the views of the Senator from Mississippi 
is of such consequence as to justify us in occa- 
sioning the delay which it seems to me will be 
caused, if an attempt be made to amend the bill by 
adding a provision for the number of scientific per- 
sons whom he indicates as proper to accompany 
thiscommission. I therefore hope he will not in- 
sist on his proposition, but will allow the bill to 
passas itis. I should have no objection to his pro- 
position if I did not suppose it would cause delay. 

Mr. DAVIS. That portion of the work which 
consists in running the line of a parallel of latitude, 
involves a difficulty which allows but very slow 
progress, Itis easy tomarka parallel of latitude 
on the map, but itis very hard to trace it on the 
face of the earth: it is impossible to run in the 
plane of a small circle of the globe, and the series 
of triangles which are constructed in fixing the 
points of a parallel of latitude involves so much 
of labor and delay, that necessarily the progress 
is slow. The topographers would sketch the land 
on each side much faster than you would advance 
in determining the line. At points where a change 
of direction occurs, and at all others where it is 
necessary to determine the longitude with exact- 
ness, a series of observations must be made, in- 
volving a detention which would give the topog- 
raphers ample time (if they had chanced to fall be- 
hind) to bring up their sketches of so much of the 
ground upon each side of the line as would be ne- 


_cessary to its accurate description. Should itsexact 


location at any time become a question, it would 
be easily found, without further astronomical ob- 
servations, and though there should not remain one 
of the artificial monuments which had been erected. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Allow me to say that I 
had no reference to adelay in the execution of the 
duties of the survey, but to the delay that would 
be caused in the passage of the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
make, and no wish in any manner to delay the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I had thought that on the 
amendment offered by the honorable Senator from 
Illinois being presented, the bill would pass with- 
out difficulty. I called on the gentlemen of the 
Territorial Committee, and I understood there 
would be no obstruction in the way of the passage 
of the bill. I think, if the amendment of that 
committee be adopted, the measure will be com- 


| plete, and nothing further would seem to be ne- 


cessary. I conferred with my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives, where this bill origin- 
ated; my senatorial colleague was absent when 
I Jast had an interview with them; but I could 
have no doubt that, in their opinion, this was the 
best plan that could be suggested, and only re- 


quired the additional nomination of a commis- | 


sioner to supervise the whole campaign. 


I can see no necessity for any further provision: 


that would only accumulate expense without any 
correspondent advantage. The exact place where 
the line runs will be ascertained at the different 
points and angles where observations are taken, 


I have no further remarks to 
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will not perish. I am sure that 80 soon asa sur- 
veyor has been on the ground, and marked the 
boundary line, there will be no topographical sur- 
veys required to give the settlers on either side 
of the line intelligence as to their rights. | ean 
see no necessity for such a provision; and [| most 
solemnly protest against this aggregating of offices 
in so litde a matter. There are now many apjili- 
cants for the crumbs that are thrown out—one 
hundred for every office that is to be given—and 
unless we have some more expeditious plan of 
running our boundaries than we have had here. 
tofore, we had better have none hereafter. Why, 
sir, the boundary commission, under the treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, exhausted hundreds ani 
thousands of dollars, and resulted in nothing but 
an additional expense for the books and bugs of 
which the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Browy) 
has told us. It seems to be the supreme object 
of ambition of the’ persons who are engaged ir 
such works to get their names before the public 
Sir, the catching of a single bug of rare quality 
immortalizes a scientific gentleman, and a lizard 
is double immortality; and so too ofa horned frog, 
[Laughter.] These are wonderful things to ex. 
pend millions upon! Scientific men, if you get 
them started, must have something to do; they 
cannot come back with rational observations, but 
they must come back with something marvelous 
and wonderful to connect with their names. Let 
scientific gentlemen be satisfied with their sciences, 
acting in their appropriate spheres; but [ protest 
most solemnly against anything that will delay 
the running of this line. 

Texas has, for years past, earnestly desired its 
consummation. She is aware of the difficulty, 
and we are aware of it too, in Congress, notified 
in our official character that there isa conflict now 
between land titles on the boundary of New Mex- 
ico and ‘Texas. We hear individuals complain- 
ing of detriment in consequence of it; and these 
difficulties will be multiplied by every delay. If 
you wait unul midsummer before you commence 
this important work, we shall find that it will lin- 
ger on ull autumn; and then they will have to 
leave there, and make a second campaign; and 
instead of the reasonable amount of §80,0U0 pro- 
vided in the bill—and $40.000 ought to accomplish 
it—it will take $140,000 if it is not adopted im- 
mediately, and the work set about and accom- 
plished so soon as practicable. If you send men 
to make scientific discoveries and write books to 
the number of forty or fifty, who can read those 
books? A man who is industrious, or intends 
to make an honest living, has no chance to do it. 
You are throwing impediments in the way of in- 
dustry when you are creating these books. Ywu 
create a morbid appetite in children for pretty 
pictures. They will not learn their alphabets. 
{Laughter.] ‘1 will have none of it. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 will say to the Senator that, if 
he had concurred in my proposition, and had not 


ee 





| agreed to the amendment proposed to be made to 


the House bill, he would have avoided all delay 


| which his own opposition is creating. He urges 


that to reject the amendment will be to delay until 
midsummer the commencement of the work, and 
overlooks the fact that he is now delaying the adop- 
tion of this bill which the House has sent here, by 


urging that the amendment ‘which has been pro- 


posed to it shall be adopted. My proposition to 
strike off the amendment, is to expedite the en- 
actment of a law under which this survey is to 
commence. Though it might take the Senator long 
to read the number of volumes he has described, 
and longer to print them, I am sure that will not 
delay or invpede the prosecution of the survey 10 
the field. These books xre not written by the per- 
sons who go into the field, except, perhaps in & 
single case, the one to which he referred, where & 


| commissioner, who went out to run the boundary 


under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, brought 
back specimens and drawings made by public em- 
ployés, and wrote a book himself. But the general 


rule is, that the specimens are brought back and 


pass into the hands of scientific persons who write 
the books. The explorers are net usually persons 


| who do anything more than make a mere report. 


So far as the Army is concerned, as some @l- 


_lusion has been made to the length of time offi- 


cers stay here to make reports, | will state they 
sometimes have made a second exploration before 


and mounds will be erected at those points, and |, the orderto print has been executed by your Print- 
such artificial corners as will be endurable and || ers here, and it is the specimens they bring 10 
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which pass into the hands of the learned, and 
which swell the large amount of books for which 
neither the officer, nor the Department having 








charge of the work, is responsible. They are 
authorized by Congress. ‘They are made by the 
savan. They are printed by Congress; and, good, 
bad, or indifferent, the Senator has the responsi- 
bility on himself for printing the books. 

Mr. HENDERSON. 1 misunderstood my 
friend from Mississippi. I thought hisdesign was 
to move anamendment. My desire is to have the 
bill passed; and I shall not object at all, indeed I 
shall vote for his proposition as [ now understand 
it. I shall vote to reject the amendment proposed 
by the Committee on Territories, for that will 
leave the bill as it is, and pass the bill, which is 
the thing we wish to accomplish. 

Mr. DAVIS. I propose to leave the bill as it 
comes from the House. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


on agreeing to the amendment. The rejection of 


the amendment will leave the bill in the shape the | 


Senator from Mississippi desires it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN called for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment; and they were ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This amendment is in per- 
fect accordance with what I think the true inter- 
ests of the State of Texas and of the United 
States require. [t will not preclude the President 
of the United States or the War Department from 
sending such an escort as is necessary; but it will 
prevent an incumbrance of the commission by a 
number of officers who would delay the expedi- 
tion on their march, and would necessarily be 
distributed over the country in making scientific 
observations, and delay the completion of the 
work beyond the time that would be requisite to 
accomplish it in a proper manner, if the number 
is restricted to the provisions of the amendment. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I will state for the in- 
formation of the Senate that Texas expects to 


_ “THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Boyce, Branch, Bufinton, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Joha B. 


Clark, Cobb, Colfax, Corning, Burton Craige, Crawford, 
Curry, Davis of Lndiana, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of 
Iowa, Dean, Dimmick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie. Edmundson, 
English, Faulkner, Fenton, Foley, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, 
Goode, Goodwin, Granger, Groesbeck, Robert B. Hall, J. 
Morrison Harris, Hawkins, Hill, Hoard, Hopkins, Horton, 
Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Keitt, Kellogg, Kelly, 
Kelsey, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Lawrence, 
Leach, Lovejoy, Maclay, Humptirey Marshall, Samuel 8S. 
Marshall, Maynard, Milison, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mur- 
ray, Nichols, Olin, Parker, Pendieton,Peyton, Pike, Pottle , 
Powell, Reagan, Robbins, Royce, Russell, Sandidge, Sear 


| ing, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, John Sher- 


man, Judson W. Sherman, Singleton, Robert Smith, Spin 


| ner, Talbot, George Taylor, Thayer, ‘Tompkins, Trippe, 


Underwood, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Israel 
Washburn, Watkins, White, Wilson, Woodson, John V. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer— 110. 

So the House refused to have a call of the House. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. MILES stated that Mr. Bonnam was de- 
tained from the House by illness in his family, 
and had paired off with Mr. Watpron. 

Mr. FLORENCE stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Lanpy, was still detained from the House in con- 


| sequence of illness in his family. 


Mr. COX asked leave to vote, he not being 


} within the bar when his name was called. 


pay, and has provided for the payment of her |, 


commissioner, and therefore the first branch of 
the amendment, as regards ridding the United 
States of that expense, is totally unnecessary. 

The question béing taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 30, nays 15; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bigler, Brown, Chand- 
ler. Clark, Crittenden, Dixon, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
Green, Hale, Hamiim, Harlan, Houston, lverson, Johnson of 
Arkansas, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, King, Polk, Pugh, Rice, 
Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Simmons, Slideil, Toombs, 
and Wade—360. 

NAYS—Messrs. Broderick, Cumeron, Clay. Clingman, 
Davis, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hammond, Henderson, Kenne 
dy, Mason, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Wright, and 
Yulee—15, 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment made as in Committee of 
the Whole was concurred in. The amendment 
was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be 
read a third time; and the bill was read the third 
time and passed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. GREEN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 

HNOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, May 18, 1858. 

The House metat eleven o’ciock,a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Smiru Pyne, D. D. 

CALL OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, is there a quo- 
Tum present? 

The SPEAKER. 
members present. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move a call of the House; 
and on that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

mr » . o . . . 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 64, nays 110; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Atkins, Avery, Bennett, Billinghurst, Bocock, Bur- 
lingame, Chapman, Horace F. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Join 
Cochrane, Cockerill, Comins, James Craig, Curtis, David- 
80n, Davisof Mississippi, Dick, Dowdell, Eltiott, Florence, 
Foster, Gartreil, Greenwood, Gregg, Thomas L. Harris, 
Huyler, George W. Jones, J. Giancy Jones, Owen Jones, 
Leiter, Letcher, McKibbin, McQueen, Matteson, Miles, 
Miller, Edward Joy Morris, Mott, Niblack, Palmer, Phelps, 
Phillips, Potter, Ruflin, Scales, Scott, Shorter, Samuel A. 
Smith, Stephens, Stevenson, Miles Taylor, Wade, Wal- 


bridge, Ellinu B. Washburne, Whiteley, Winslow, and 
Wortendyke—64. 


NAYS— Messrs. Abbott, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Bowie, 


There are but ninety-five 


Objection was made. 

Messrs. CASE and LEIDY asked the same 
privilege. 

Objection was made. 

READING THE JOURNAL. 

The being been announced, as above recorded, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SALE OF FORT SNELLING. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to permit me to present, at the 
request of the Delegate from Minnesota, there 
being no Representatives here from that State, 
some memorials, to have them laid upon the table 
and printed. They relate to the sale of the Fort 
Snelling reservation, and it may be necessary to 
refer to them in the discussion on that subject. 

There being no objection, the petition of citi- 


zens of Minnesota in relation to the sale of the 


Fort Snelling reservation, was laid on the table, 


| and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. FAULKNER. Lalsoask leave to present, 
for the same purpose, the report of a board of 
Army officers on the same subject. 

There being no objection, the report was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

ELECTION OF DOORKEEPER, 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the execution of the order of the House of yes- 
terday, to proceed to the election of Doorkeeper. 
Nominations are in order. 

Mr. ADRAIN. I nominate, as Democratic can- 
didate for the office of Doorkeeper for the re- 
mainder of the Thirty-Fifth Congress, Joseph L. 
Wright, of New Jersey. 

Mr. MORGAN. I nominate for Doorkeeper, 
Arthur W. Fletcher, of Washington city. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I nominate Jacob P. 
Chase, of Tennessee. 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Apratny, 
Moraan, Zoiiicorrer, and Waicnr of Tennes- 
see, tellers. 

The vote was taken, and there were 216 votes 
cast; necessary to a choice 109; of which— 


Joseph L. Wright received ....cescsceseesvecceces 117 
Artiitar. VW. PretGRer soc cece cccvcccccccsccvece cove 40 
Jacob P. Chase... é- deste’ b50 Cacededéeebiisecces OO 
Pe Pin cikascctaesiveosis Seeks Bela dvs dics » 9 


PURE PRONE. 0 o0co.ncc0nesacssecensheneecenteas WE 
Peter Gorman . see cccsccvvtescsscese 


FW. MORMOW,. «..cccosccc sdeesce Se otieceuvey 2 


The following is the vote in detail: 
‘For Joseph L. Wright—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Arnold, At- 


| kins, Avery, Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 


Branch, Bryan, Burns, Caruthers, Caskie, Chapman, Hor- 


, ace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, Joha 


Cochrane, Cockerill, Corning, Cox, James Craig, Burton 
Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis 
of Mississippi, Dewart, Dimmick, Dowdell, Edmundson, 
Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, Garucu, Gas- 


' trell, Gillis. Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Law- 


rence W. Hall, Haskin, Hatch, Hawkins, Hopkins, Hous 
ton, Hughe-, Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob 
M. Kunkel, ‘Lamar, Lawrence, Leidy, Letcher, Maclay, 
McKibbin, Samuel S. Marshall, Mason, Miles, Miller, Mill- 
son, Moore, [saac N. Morris, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, 
Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Reagan, Ruffin, Russell, 
Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, Searing, Seward, Aaron 
Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Sickles, Singleton, Rob- 
ert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Staltiworth, 
Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, George 
Taylor, Miles Taylor, Ward, Watkins, White, Whiteley, 
Winslow, Wortendyke, John V. Wright, and Mr. Speaker, 

For Arthur W. Fleteher.—Messrs. Abbott, Audrewa, 
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Bennett, Billinghurst, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Buffiinton, 


ee 





Burlingame, Case, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cra- 


gin, Curtis, Damrell, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis 0 
lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
Foster, Gilman, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Robert 
B. Hall, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, 


| Knapp, Leach, Leiter, Lovejoy, Matteson, Morgan, Morrill, 


Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Moit, Murray, Nich- 
ols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, 
Ritchie, Robbins, Royee, John Sherman, Judson W. Sher 
man, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, 
Thompson, Tompkins, Wade, Walbridge, Watton, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Wilson, and Wood. 

For Jacob P. Chase.—Messrs. Anderson, Eustis, Gilmer, 
Hill, Maynard, Ready, Trippe, Underwood, Woodson, and 
Zollicoffer. 


For F. W. Walker.—Messrs. Campbell, Ezra Clark, 
Davis of Maryland, Edie, J. Morrison Harris, Humphrey 
Marshall, Edward Joy Morris, Ricaud, and Roberts. 

For Nathan Sargent.—Mr. Durfee. 

For Peter Gorman.—Mcr. Thomas L. Harris. 

For Z. W. Mc Knew.—Mr. McQueen. 

Joseph L. Wright, of New Jersey, having re- 
ceived a majority of the votes cast, was declared 
duly elected Doorkeeper of the House of Repre- 

| sentatives of the Thirty-Fifth Congress, and was 
| sworn into office by the Speaker. 


LAND FRAUDS IN CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. Mr. Speaker, 


within a few days past two public acts of a very 
important character passed the Senate, and have 
been referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; 
and I am now informed that, should the acts fail 
to pass in time for the fact of their passage to go 
to California by the steamer which sails on the 
| 20th, it will be a very great detriment to the pub- 
lic interests. They are bills forthe prevention of 
| frauds and forgeries in land claims in California, 
and are essential to the protection of the public 
domain, and of the rights of private citizens of the 
| United States. Lask consent of the House, under 
| the circumstances, to report back these bills from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and to have them 
putupon their passage. [apprehend there can be 
| no objection; certainly there would be none if the 
| facts were known. 
| Mr. COBB. [think they are bills which ought 
| to receive more consideration than we can give to 
them this morning. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I am informed 
by the Attorney General that a loss of some fifty 
million dollars may possibly ensue to the national 
Treasury from the failure to pass these bills. The 

| Committee on the Judiciary has examined them, 

| and has directed me to report them back. 

| Mr.SICKLES. ‘I ask my friend if these bills 
did not pass the Senate unanimously ? 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. They-passed the 
| Senate unanimously since the sailing of the last 
steamer, and were introduced at this late period 
in order that they might pass the Senate and the 
House, and go out before any knowledge of their 
pehdency should reach California. 

Mr. COBR. I thought they had not received 
consideration by the Committee on the Judiciary; 
but now that [ learn that they have, | withdraw 
my objection. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Mr. Speaker, when these 
| bills were presented to the House I believe I was 
the only one who objected to their immediate con 
sideration. I have since examined them, and if 
the eentleman from New York will consent to a 
single amendment to one of them, to strike out the 
word ** thereof” after ** affidavit,’’ on the second 
page of the act'to provide for the collection and 
safe-keeping of the public archives of the State 
of California, and to insert in lieu thereof ‘of the 
facts and cireumstances,’’I will make no objection. 

Mr. CLARK. I consent to that amendment. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. fwisb to learn from 
the gentleman from New York if he proposes to 
demand the previous question upon these bills ? 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I do, sir. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I merely wish to 
_remark, with the consent of the gentleman from 
| New York, that I shall give way to-day for noth- 
| ing, unless it is something of as great emergency 

as this. I will not object to the consideration of 
these bills if the House will vote upon them im- 
mediately under the previous question. 
| Mr. CLARK, of New York. I propose to call 
the previous question; and in order to avoid a 
single objection, | propose to agree to the very 
reasonable amendment suggested by the gentle- 
/man from Mississippi. 

Mr. KELSEY. Lask that the bill may be read. 

| We do not yet know what the bill is. 


| 


aes 


4) 
3, 
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The first bill reported from the Committee of 
the Judiciary by Mr. Crank, was a bill (S. No. 
314) for the prevention and punishment of frauds 
in land titles in California. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire toask the gentle- 
man who reported this bill, if he has any communi- 
eation from the Attorney General in regard to it? 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. Yes, 1 havea 
verbal communication, and also a letter, received 
two days since, which I will have read. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire, as this legisla- 
tion seems to be very hasty, that the gentleman 
should either read himself, or have read the let- 
ler from the Attorney General, which justifies this 
haste in the passage of the bill. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I send the letter 
up to be read; and I will state, that in a personal 
interview which I had with the Attorney General 
last evening, he stated additional reasons why the 
bill should pass at once. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that what it is 
proposed to have read is a hasty note which the 
Attorney General addressed to me. I will say to 
the House, that Attorney General Black is ex- 
ceedingly anxious that these bills should pass. 
Le regards themas of vital importance tothe Gov- 
ernment, and believes that if these two bills are 
not passed so as to go out by the steamer of the 
20th, the Government will 
million dollars, at least. 
the bill being read 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I did not reflect, 
when I proposed to have the note read, that it 
was addressed to my honorable friend from Ala- 
bama, and not to myself. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let it be read. 

Mr. SEWARD 


lose an amountof fifty 
l have no objection to 


It is short. 
I have no objection to the 


bill if it will save the Government from a loss of 


$50,000,000; but I should like some gentleman to 
explain how it could be done. The bill provides 
for the punishment of forgery, and makes it an 
indictable offense. Now you have to prove the 
charge of forgery before you can convict the par- 
ties. ‘The proof of forgery will viuiate the titles, 
and therefore I do not see how any damage can 
accrue tothe Government. Lam surprised, there- 
fore, that the billshould have been presented with 
such an amendment. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I would inform 
the gentleman that at this moment there 1s no law 
for the punishment of the crime of forging these 
Mexican and Spanish land crants. 

Mr.SEWARD. ILunderstand that; butif you 
can bring sufficient proof to convict the parties of 
forgery, in a criminal prosecution, you can prove 
the forgery so as to void the titles. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. Ifthe knowledge 
of the fact of the pendency of these bills should 
reach California, the crimes may be consumnrated 
before the acts can take effect, and thereby the 
yublic domain may be defrauded. 

Mr.SEWARD. ‘The question is this: if you 
can prove the forgery to convictthe parties for the 
crime lnact iminal prosecution, cannot you prove 
the forgery so as to void the titles in a civil court 
in an action for ejectment? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The argument of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia appears to be forthe purpose 
of delaying action on the bill. 1 demand ,the pre- 
vious question, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

The bill wes ordered toa third reading, and 
was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. MILLSON. IL ask the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill. 

The vi as and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. MILLSON. We are assuming jurisdiction 
over offenses committed in a State, by the citizens 
of that State. | move to lay the bill on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PUBLIC ARCHIVES IN CALIFORNIA. 
The House then proceeded to consider the bill 


a] 
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(S. No. 312) to provide for the collection and safe- 
keeping of the public archives in the State of Cal- 
ifornia, reported from the Judiciary Committee 
by Mr. Crark, of New York. 

“The bill was read. 

The question recurred, first, upon the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Quitman, to strike out the 
word ** thereof,’’ and to insert in lieu thereof the 
words, ** showing the facts and circumstances 
upon which such suspicions are founded.’’ 

Mr. CLARK. The amendment is right, and I 
hope it will be adopted. I ask the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to a 
third reading, and was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. : 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Assury Dicxins, their Secretary, informing the 
House that they had passed a bill for the relief 


of Lemuel Worster, in which he was directed to 


ask the concurrence of the House. 

Also, that the Senate had passed the bill of this 
House, (No. 294,) making appropriations for the 
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending June 30, 1859, 
with amendments, in which he was instructed to 
ask the concurrence of the House. 

Mr. MILES. lask the consent of the House 
to introduce a bill for reference. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. Lobject;and move 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. Before the question is 
taken on that motion, I wish to state that I shall 
move to take up bill H. R. No. 200, making ap- 
propriations for certain civil expenses of the Gov- 
ernment. I suppose it is the wish of the House 
to terminate debate upon this bill before going 
into committee. If there be no objection, there- 
fore, | will offer the usual resolution to terminate 
debate upon that bill in fifteen minutes after its 
consideration shall be resumed in committee. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 think we might 
as well discharge the committee from the consid- 
eration of that bill. I suppose it is in as good 
condition as we can make it. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I object to that. 
There are some important amendments which 
should be made to the bill. 

Mr. KELSEY. Has that bill ever been con- 
sidered in committee? 

Mr. J GLANCY JONES. It has not; but 
I suppose there will be no objection to closing 
debate upon it. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I shall object, until 
the bill has been read, and I can see what is in it. 
RECIPROCITY. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I withdraw the 
motion to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union for a moment, and ask unan- 
imous consent of the House to report from the 
Committee of Ways and Meansa joint resolution, 
for the purpose of having it referred, and printed. 
Ll ask that the joint resolution may be read. 

The joint resolution was read by its title: 

Joint resolution to place certain products on the 
footing of articles exempted from duty under the 
reciprocity treaty between the United States of 
America and Great Britain, signed on the 5th day 
of June, 1854. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Let it be read. 

The joint resolution was read in extenso. It pro- 
vides for the importation from the British Prov- 
inces, under certain regulations, of the articles of 
hay and hops. 

Mr. STANTON. [ shall object to the intro- 
duction of that resolution. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I now ask for a 
vote upon my motion that the House resolve 
itselfinto the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Smirn, of Ten- 
nessee, in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN announced the first bill on 
the Calendar was House bill No. 198. 
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bill of the House No. 200, being a bill making ap- 
propriations for certain civil expenses of the Goy- 
ernment for the year ending June 30, 1859. 

No objection being made, the bill was taken up, 





Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I move that the 
lirst reading of the bill be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then read by clauses for the pur. 
vose of amendment. 

The first clause having been read, as follows— 

* For continuing the survey of the Atlantic and Gulf coast 
of the United States, (including compensation to superin- 
tendent and assistants, and excluding pay and emoluments 
of officers of the Army and Navy, and petty officers, aud 
men of the Navy employed on the work, ) $250,000 ;» 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES said: The bill now 
before us is a branch of the old civil and diplo- 
matic bill. Under the division of that bill, made 
by the Committee of Ways and Means of the 
last Congress, this*bill is confined to appropria- 
tions for the survey of the coast, the light-house 
establishment, the land surveys, and a few other 
civil expenses of the Government. The appro- 
priation for these objects has been reduced by the 
Department to what was supposed to be the min- 
imum amount with which they could be carried 
on. The Coramittee of Ways and Means, how- 
ever, after a careful and scrutinizing investiga- 
tion, was able to reduce the estimate some two 
hundred and thirty-nine thousand three hundred 
and fourteen dollars; and I will state to the com- 
mittee, that, if it is the intention of Congress to 
carry on these works—all of which are provided 
for by law—it is the judgment of the Committee 
of Waysand Means, and of the Department, that 
we have reduced the estimates to the lowest pos- 
sible amount. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would inquire of 
the gentleman what is the aggregate amount of 
the appropriation contained in this bill? 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The aggregate 
amount is $3,819,438 97. The amount estimated 
for was $4,058,752 97. The reduction of $239 314 
was made by the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The clause which 
has just been read, makes an appropriation of 
$250,000 for continuing the survey of the Atlantic 
and Gulf coasts of the United States. I think that 
amountcan be reduced with very great propriety; 
and, as we are short of funds generally, and are 
likely to be so for some time to come, | think we 
had better do it. I move to reduce the amount 
from $250,060 to $150,000. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I have simply to 
say—and itis buta repetition of what [ have said 
before—that the system of a coast survey was 
begun a number of yearsago. Perhaps no meas- 
ure was ever introduced into Congress upon which 
there has been a greater amount of discussion, or 
which has been subject to a closer investigation 
than the act organizing the coast-survey system. 
After fighting it for five years, almost continually, 
Congress finally came to the conclusion that the 
only possible way to getalong with it, was to pros- 
ecute ittocompletion. The reduction made upon 
this subject-matter was $30,000 less than what 
was necessary to carry on the work. That re- 
duction of $30,000 required a suspension of a por- 
tion of the operations, but the Department being 
determined to reduce the appropriation to the low- 
est possible point, have suspended that portion of 
the work which could be delayed without damage. 

Now a word as to the effect of the gentleman's 
amendment. This coast-survey system demands 
many and accurate triangulations, and, of course, 
a great deal of preparation. It requires the use of 
steamboats and men to be distributed all over the 
coast, from Maine to California; and if the gen- 
tleman succeeds in reducing the appropriation 
$100,000, I tell him it will cost more than two hun- 
dred thousand dollars next year to repair the dam- 
age which willresult. The gentleman might just 
as well strike out the wheels of aclock, and expect 
it to keep good time, as to strike out any part of 
this appropriation and expect this work to go on. 
If the amendment is adopted, it will result in a sus- 
pension of the work; it will check the progress of 
the system, and mustdo great mischief. The work 
cannot be carried on except as a continuous sys- 
tem. I hope the amendment will not be adopted. 

I would not have occupied so much time, but 
for the fact that the remarks I have made on this 
amendmentare applicable to every appropriation 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move to take up |; in the bill, to a greater or less extent. 
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Mr. CL AWSON. 
resolutions of the State of New Jersey 





The CHAIRMAN. The first clause of the bill | 


has not yet been read through. Whe a it has it 
will be in order for the gentleman from New Jer- 
sey to offer an ame ndment and to speak to it. 
Mr. 
appre s+hension inthis matter. The general debate 
on this bill has not been terminated; and the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. Clawson] has a 
right to speak on any subject he may desire to. 
The CHAIRMAN. TheChair wasin error in 
supposing that the general debate had been closed. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES, Perhaps it was my 
: ault that the Chair has been drawn into the error. 
‘he House refused to terminate debate; but I sup- 


cr ‘presented, s some time ago, | 


SMITH, of Virginia. ‘There is some mis- | 


ome there was a general understanding that we | 
should consider debate closed, and proceed to read | 


the bill by clauses for amendment, except some 
centleman claims a right of general debate. 
° Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. If gentlemen on 
the other side would consent to have night ses- 
sions for the delivery of speeches on miscella- 
neous subjects, then they may expect to have bills 
taken up and considered in their regular order. 
Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. In response to the 
gentleman from Ohio, I have merely to say 
Mr. ADRAIN. Is this debate in order ? 
The CHAIRMAN. Itis not. The gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. Ciawson] is entitled to 
the floor. 
Mr. ADRAIN. I object to this debate; and 
hope my colleague will be permitted to proceed. 
Mr. CLAWSON. Mr. Speaker, I had the 
honor to present to the House a short time since, 
some joint resolutions of the Legislature of New 
Jersey, in reference to the better preservation of 
life and property upon her coast. I will not de- 
tain the committee now In discussing all the prop- 
ositions they contain, but some of them are so 
important, that [ trust to be indulged while I 
briefly allude to them. Representing a district 
washed on one side by the Delaware river and 
bay, and on the other by the Atlantic, few ques- 
tions are regarded with so much interest by my 





constituents, as those to which these resolutions | 


refer. 
been the dread of the sailor. Its long, low beaches; 
its numerous shoals and sand bars running par- 
allel with itthroughout its entire extent; 
tion with respect to those storms from the east, 
which drive with so much fury directly upon it; 
all tend to render it as terrible to the seaman as 
were the fabled Scylla and Charybdis to the an- 
cient mariner, or the Maelstrom to the boatman 
of more recent times. No vessel from the East 
or South bound to the port of New York but has 
torun the gauntlet of these dangers. How un- 
successful many of them are, the public press, 
sir, but too faithfully portrays. During certain 
portions of the year it teems with the recital of 
many a tall admiral and rich merchantman driven 
helplessly upon our shores, and become the prey 
of the ruthless sea and tempest. 

Some provision has already been made by Gov- 
ernment for their relief. Station-houses, boats, 
and keepers, have been liberally distributed along 
the beach; and many a poor sailor and untold 
wealth have, by these means, been rescued from 
stranded ships. The surf-boats that have been 
placed there, the life-car, the mortar and line have 
done all that could be done in the hands ofa brave, 
venturous, and intelligent people. Those who live 
upon our seaboard have been ever ready, at the 
first alarm, to rush to the rescue, and to save, so 
far as possible, at the hazard of their own lives, 
the lives of their fellows. 

_ Butexperience has taught them that much more 
is necessary to be done on the part of Govern- 
ment, to render the success of their efforts at all 
commensurate with their zeal. 
boats, which have been furnished to them, are 
found to be altogether unfitted for this particular 
service. In many respects, they no doubt pos- 
sess all the merit claimed for them by their inven- 
tor; but they no longer command the confidence 
of those who have so often to venture through our 
tumultuous breakers to the relief of wrecks. “They 
now use exclusively their own wooden boats, 
built of red cedar, when cireumstances require the 
use of any, and those of the Government remain 
idle in the life-saving station-houses. Their pref- 
erence for such boats has been repeatedly ex- 
pressed in an official manner. It was made known 


The coast of New Jersey for years has | 


its posi- | 


The metallic life- , 








| toanother matter. 


| mediately rights itself. 


| the life- 
| of some description are absolutely necessary. 


| are under the direction of a superintendent. 
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to the Secretary of the Treasury three 4 years ago | deeds of daring which in the days of Greece and 


by his Excellency Rodman M. "Price, then Gov- 
ernor of New Jersey;and itis wooden boats which 
are called for in the resolutions which have been 
laid upon your table the other day. 

Within the last year, a boat, every way fitted 
for this kind of service, has been invented by a 
gentleman of Cape May. It combines all the ad- 

vantages of the old cedar boats now in use. It is 
built of the same light wood; it can with difficulty 
be upset, or, if such accident happen to it, it im- 
In the event of its filling, 
from any cause—from capsizing , or from ship- 
ping heavy seas—valves place d along its sides 
free it, toa certain extent, of water. It contains, 
in close chambers, at either end, quantities of 
cork, which enable it, even when filled, to support 
readily its crew. It is light and strong. It can be 
transported with facility by land from beach to 
beach, and will live in the most tumultuous surf 
that ever breaks upon our shores. Such is the 
self-righting, self-bailing life and surf boat of Mr. 
R. C. Holmes. It has been thoroughly tested 
in the ocean itself, as well as at New York, Phil- 
adelphia, Trenton, and at the navy-yard in this 

city, in the presence of many officers of the Navy, 
and members of both Houses of Congress. All whé 
have witnessed its performances bear testimony 
to its admirable adaptation to the purposes for 
which it was designed. The underwriters of Phil- 
adelphia and New York urge strongly upon the 
Government the propriety of adopting it, not only 
upon our coast, but also uponour national vessels; 
and the Legislature of New Jersey has sent here 
resolutions to the same purpose. [ trust, Mr. 
Chairman, the House will see proper to adopt 
these recommendations, and to ingrafton the light- 
house bill a provision for placing them at least at 
saving stations of NewJersey. New boats 


These are acceptable to the people along the coast, 
and will cost, | am told, but littl more than the 
commonest boats now in use. 

In addition to new boats, which are impera- 


| tively demanded by the necessities of commerce, 


scarcely less necessary are other appliances for the 
safety of the shipwrecked sailor. There are at 
this time twenty- -eight life-saving stations upon our 
coast. Each ofthese is placed under the care of a 
keeper, at a salary of $200 a year; and the whole 
These 
are all the men who are in the pay of the Govern- 
ment. ‘To make the apparatus at all efficient, al- 
ways requires the assistance of others to move it 
from point to point along the coast, to work it, 

and to man the boats. Such services at present 


| are altogether voluntary on the part of our citi- 


zens, and are performed without any compensa- 
tion. They are no doubt rendered as promptly 
and as cheerfully as if they were regularly em- 
ployed and paid; but it is no more than just and 
proper these men should receive some reward for 
their labors. It is therefore urged that a boat’s 
crew of seven men, subject to the call of the 
keeper, should be attac hed to each alternate sta- 
tion-house; and that they be paid at the rate of 
two dollars a day for the time they are actually 


| employed. 


We have been taught by observation that all 


| storms commence to the leeward, and proceed 


slowly in the opposite direction. A day 


or more 


| often elapses before a northeastern gale, which be- 


gins at New Orleans, is felt at New Y ork, It is 
believed that a line of telegraph erected along the 
shore, with an instrument at the most important 
stations, and all communicating with the Observ- 
atory in this city, might serve a most beneficent 
purpose. By authorizing Lieutenant Maury to re- 
ceive telegraphic weather reports from sach points 
as he may deem most advantageous, and to trans- 
mittothe coast intelligence of approaching storms, 
the keepers would be enabled to have all their ap- 
paraius in readiness for service; and ample timé 
would be given to call the boats’ crews from the 
main. ‘The advantages of such a system would 
not stop here. Signal guns, placed at every sec- 
ond or t! hird 8 stati vil, € ould communicate such in- 
formation to vessels hovering upon the coast; and 
give them timely warning to seek an early har- 
bor, or, unadle to do that, to stand out to sea. 
In this connection, permit me to allude briefly 
Our Government, while prompt 
to punish, has been ever slow to reward. Every 
year are witnessed upon eur low, sandy be ches 


| neighbors. 


Rome would have won for the actor the civic 
crown. Often these men perish in their heroic 
efforts to relieve the distress of others. The acts 
of the living go unnoticed by the Republic; the 


| bodies of the dead receive burial at the hands of 


their comrades, and their families are left impov- 
erished, dependent upon the generosity of their 
Such actions and such sacrifices sure- 
ly merit some acknowledgment at our hands. An 


| annual appropriation ofa thousand dollars, placed 


at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
might, ifproperly distributed, again cheer upmany 
an humble household upon the bee ach, whose chief 

has been swe pt away by the surge, and nerve to 


| renewed acts of heroism many anarm which has 


already won for itself no stinted meed of praise. 
These, Mr. Chairman, are some of the provis- 
ions which our people through their Legislature 
ask you to ingraft upon your appropriation bill. 
Your assistance is not sought for on their own ac- 
count; they only ask you to place in their hands 
means to enable them more eflectu: lly: to relieve 
others from danger, from whatever harbor or un- 
der whatever flag they may sail. New Jersey, 
comparatively, has but little at stake, either in 
men or ships. But asmall proportion of the vast 
fleet of vessels which swarm along her coasts sail 
from her ports. Every commercial State of the 
Old World—every seaboard State of the Union, 
from the St. Lawrence to the Gulf stream, send 
their squadrons to help swell its numbers; vessels 
from Philadelphia, New York, and Boston; from 
Lichmond, Charleston, and Savannah; fromevery 
southern as well as every northern port, navigate 
our seas, and are at times driven upon our shores. 
The whole atscunt desired to render perfectly effi- 


| clent the apparatus | have referred to, will hardly 


exceed thirty thousand dollars. I shall, at the 


| proper time, move such amendments to the light- 


house bill as | believe to be essential to furnish 
means for the better preservation of life and prop- 
erty from shipwreck. I trust that gentlemen will 


| see sufficient merit in the propositions to give them 
their support. 


But, sir, something more is needed upon our 


coast hy the commerce of the country than men, 


however heroic they may be, or boats, whatever 

may be their construction. These, at best, can 
but lessen the horrors of a wreck. Without asafe 
and convenient harbor to fly to upon the ap- 


| proach of danger, in spite of all the appliances 


you may distribute upon the seaboard, every 
month will sull bring with it distress and disas- 


ter; every storm will continue to strew our shores 


| with wrecks. 


Our small coasting vessels dare not 


| put to sea during our heavy northeastern gales, 


but keep near the land, trusting to find some creek 


| or cove to run into, where they may anchor in 


comparative safety. But, unhappily, on our whole 
seaboard, from New York to Norfolk, there is no 


| harbor that can be called safe for such vessels. A 


bill, sir, is now upon your Calendar, the object 
of which is to provide them such a shelter. ‘The 
Committee on Commerce have reported unani- 


| mously in favor of constructing a break water har- 


_ absolutely essential to the public rood. 


bor under C ape May, and ae asked for it an 
appropriation of $50,000. Nor have they come 
to this conclusion without due deliberation. The 
embarrassed state of the public Treasury has 
made them averse to any measures, involving an 
expenditure of money, which were not deemed 
It is my 
purpose, sir, in the few remarks | have yet to 
submit to the House, to invoke its favorable ac- 
tion upon the bill whic h they have reported. 
More than twenty years ago, when the com- 
merce of the country was scarcely half what it 
now is, the necessity for such a wor -k was brought 
to the attention of Congress. In 1836 an appro- 
priation was voted fora survey, of which, by the 
direc tion of Mr. Poinsett, then Secretary of War, 
Major Bache had charge. He ace omplishe d his 
task with fidelity; and his report, in which he 
urges strongly upon the Government the propri- 
ety of this undertaking, accompanies the report 
of your committee. Since that period, the matter 
has been repeatedly urged here; but, thus far, 
without success. Other matters, deemed to be of 
higher importance, have oce upied the attention of 
the national Legislature. The voice of the 
sailor, struggling against storm and te:apest, has 
not been heard amid the din of 
whieh is waged in these Halls. 
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I have said, sir, that there is no safe harbor for 
our coasting vessels from New York to Norfolk. 
There is but one of any description—that at ¢ vape 
Henlopen, on the opposite side of the bay; and 
this (owing to circumstances detailed in Major 
Bache’s report,and which have still greater weight 
now) is not well adapted to this class of vessels. 
The portiy Dutch galleon, or the three-masted In- 
diaman, may ride out a storm there in compara- 
tive safety; but tne coasting-skinper reg rds it 
with distrust; and, rather than seek 
its stone barriers, will risk the dangers of the tem- 
pest elsewhere. Apart from all other consider- 
ations, Its space alone is too limiled to afford room 
forall the craftthat needa harbor. Duringacalm, 
indeed, the navies of the world might find anchor- 
age within its walls; but, during high gales, an- 
chors will drag; and ships often suffer more from 
collisions with one another than they would from 
the tempest in the open sea, in accidents of this 
sort, it ts always the smaller craft (hat must suf- 
fer. But there is another consideration, sir, of 
still more consequence. All coasting vessels from 
Philadelphia, bound for eastern ports, navigate 
the channel on the Cape May side; it is their 
shortest and quickest route. ‘To reach Llenlopen, 
they must cross a bay notoriously dangerous, 
from its numerous shoals, even in moderate weath- 
er. ‘They prefer to run into Maurice river cove, 
a natural harbor, formed far up the bay by a curve 
in the line of coast; and here are often collected, 
at one time, more than a hundred sail of vessels. 
It cannot be difficult to imagine how grateful to 
such a fleet would be the break water contemplated 
in the bill. Sheltered by the land on one side, and 
a stone wall breaking the force of the waves upon 
the other, these little shallops might here ride out 
in safety the wildest storms that ever sweep across 
the Atlantic. It is for these, sir, that this work 
18 SO imperatively demanded. 

These brics and schooners, which come out of 
your creeks and rivers, and do the carrying trade 
along your coast, are at this time by far the most 
important class of vessels navigating Delaware 
riverand bay. The foreign commerce of Phila- 
delphia is at present scarcely greater than it was 
sixty years ago. New York and Boston have 
usurped this sort of trade: but (he number of coast- 
ing vesseis sailing to and from it 18 scarcely sur- 
passed by any city in the world. tn the year 
1857, the arrivals amounted to upwards of thirty- 
two thousand, being at the rate of nearly one hun- 
dred a day. 

The location of the breakwater is intended to 
be on what is designated in Major Bache’s report 
as Crow shoal. ‘This is near the point of Cape 
May, and at all times would afford a sufficient 
depth of water to float the class of vessels for 
which itis designed. The advantages of this po- 
siuion are fully set forth in the report of the com- 
mittee, and the papers which accompany it. Be- 
ing near the point of the cape, vessels would be 
detained there only during the prevalence of a 
storm. Head winds could not prevent them from 
taking advantage of the first lull in the tempest to 
continue their voyage. Suchis not the case when 
they make Maurice river cove their harbor. This 
is twenty-five miles from the chops of the cape; 
and vessels once entered there, are often detained 
for weeks from again putting out to sea. The 
wind from the south, which would be most favor- 
able to them if the cape were once rounded, will 
now be dead ahead, and will baffle all their at- 
tempts to accomplish it. With such a wind, it 
will often occupy them the entire day to reach the 
pointef the cape. When once there, night has 
come on; the sky perhaps looks threatening; and 
the pilot, considering the risk of putting to sea 
at such a time and in such weather, prudently 
chooses the lesser evil, and runs back to his morn- 
ing’s anchorage. This is no imaginary case: it is 
one which is constantly occurring. Fleets of these 
vessels are often seen lying idle in the cove day 
after day, long after the storm has passed over; 
unable, in consequence of adverse winds, to reach 
and round the cape. It has been estimated that 
nearly enough is lost every year, by this detention 
alone, to build the harbor. Give this same fleet 
of vessels the breakwater on Crow shoal, they 
run into it on the approach of a storm, and the 
next morning, if the wind be fair and the tempest 
has abated, they can, in one short hour, round the 
cape and wing their way to their eastern port. 

Mr. Chairman, all who live on Cape May and 


shelter under 


i all who cruise in these coasting vessels speak of 


this matter in some such terms as I have endeav- 
ored to repeat here. ‘The hinderances to com- 
merce from the want of this work, so far from 
being exaggerated by them, | believe to be vastly 
greater than they are represented. But difficulties 
of this kind might be permitted to go unnotuced, 
were they the only thing to be taken into consid- 
eration. There is another subject which demands , 
attention, and which cannot be so lightly passed 
over; | mean the suffering and loss of life which 
are continually occurring from the want of this 
work. Every year forty or fifty vessels are 
wrecked within the immediate neighborhood of 
the shoal where this harbor is designed to be con- 
structed, and at least as many lives are lostin the 
same time. Others escape with life, but only after 
enduring such sufferings as few, | apprehend, in 
this Hall, can form any conception of. Lt is no 
uncommon thing to see sailors in mid winter cling- 
ing for hours to the cross-trees of their sunken 
vessels, exposed to the northern gales and snow- 
storms, which actually freeze them to the rigging. 
Many thus perish from exposure; others escape, 
but with health shattered, with limbs frost-bitten, 
and crippled for life. ‘Phe little church-yards of 
Cape May contain the bodies of many a poor sail- 
or who might to-day be navigating our seas had 
there been a harbor on its shore to protect him. 
As a mere question of economy, the Govern- 
ment would be the gainer by making an appropri- 
ation for this purpose. | have already referred to 
the loss by detention; this is said to be equal at 
least to two trips a year between Philadelphia and 
Boston. More than five hundred vessels are em- 
ployed in the coal trade alone between these cities; 
each of these wii! carry about two hundred tons; 
and at the usual freight of $1 50 per ton, the loss 
in this way alone would be $300,000. This, com- 


| bined with the loss by wreck, which is nearly 
| as great, would amount to such a sum, [ appre- |! 
| hend, as would be amply sufficient to build the 


work. But should the expense be greater, and 


| should the loss be even less than has been esti- 


mated, surely no one can doubt that since appli- 
cation was first made for it to Congress in 1836, 


| the amountlost by wrecks alone,which could have | 


| been prevented by it, would have builtsuch a state- 


| ly harboras would have challenged the admiration 


of the world. Every month’s delay in making the 
necessary appropriations is adding to these losses, 

Gentlemen, every year, vote, with little hesi- 
tation, millions of money to embellish this city. 
They construct patent offices, treasury buildings, 


| post offices, by the acre. They make large appro- 


priations for new domes which are to tower grace- 


| fully towards the vault of heaven, and for new 


houses of legislauon which are to excite the envy 
of the capitals of Europe. They eagerly furnish 
the necessary supplies to complete an aqueduct 
which is to exceed, in grandeur and expense, any- 
thing known to ancientor modern times. I, sir, | 
do not complain of all this; | believe my name 


| will be found recorded in favor of most, if not all, 


of these appropriations. But, sir, while we vote 
such sums for objects which will serve for litle 
more than a magnificent parade, let not gentlemen 


tell us that the Treasury is empty, that our cus- | 


tom-houses are idle, that we have a war upon our 
hands, and that therefore the Government is too 
poor to do anything for those who are suffering 
and perishing upon our coast. 

These coasting vessels are the schools in which 
are educated most of the seamen who are to man 
your national ships in time of war. On board of 
these they learn everything that itis necessary 
for a sailor to know, and experience ail the vi- 


| cissitudes*of a sea-faring life that they would be 


likely to witness in any part of the globe. A 


| fostering care extended over them would render 


| within his stronghold. 


them ever grateful to the Republic. It is to these 
she owes much of the glory acquired by our litue 
Navy in the last war with Engiand; and it is to 
these she must be indebted for whatever glory it 
may acquire in the future. From just such schools | 
graduated those who bore your flag so proudly be- | 
neath the walls of Tripoli, and bearded the ‘Turk 
Upon the marble monu- | 
ment which graces the western ascent to this Cap- 
itol, a grateful country has engraven the names 
of those who distinguished themselves in our con- 
flict with the States of Barbary. Two, sir, stand 
out prominently before the rest. On different oc- | 
casions, each was the principal actor in the two | 
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| most desperate undertakings of the whole war, 
| One entered the harbor of Tripoli by night, and 


under the guns of their forts burnt the frigate 
Philadelphia to the water’s edge. The other, on 
board a fire-ship, attempted to run intoand destroy 
the Turkish fleet; and being boarded by gun- 
boats, which overpowered his little crew, fired his 
magazine and annihilated friend and foe. Somers 
perished, but his gallant deeds are still treasured 


/up by his countrymen; and the people of Cape 


May point with pride to one, who, reared among 
them, first learned, like Decatur, to brave the dan- 
gers of the sea in the little schooners of the coast, 

It is men from just such schools as these that 
man the fleets of England, and which make her 
to-day the mistress of the sea. It was these 
which enabled her so recently to humble the Rus- 
sian power in the Crimea, and rendered her flag 
victorious in the seas of China and on the Persian 
gulf. Take from her ships of war the stout hearts 
and willing hands which have been recruited from 
her coasting vessels, and how insignificant would 
her power become ? 

To ‘oster and protect them, she furnishes with 
a liberal hand every appliance that can-lessen, 
and every expedient that can avert the horrors of 
a wreck. Light-houses, station-houses, harbors of 
refuge, stud her whole line of coast. Night and 
day sentinels keep constant watch upon her cliffs, 

A harbor of the kind I sp:ak, sir, when once 
constructed, answers for all time to come. The 
first expense is the only one; its immovable walls 
never need repair. The time must come, sir, when 
this work will have to be constructed; and why 
not begin at once? Every month’s delay but adds 
to the long catalogue of disasters which has al- 
ready become so appalling. The lapse of each 
year sends to a watery grave scores of our fellow- 
beings, and witnesses the destruction of whole 


fleets of our coasting vessels. 


| any one now living. 


‘To show, Mr. Chairman, that what I have been 
saying is not mere idle declamation, permit me 
here to read an extract from a letter addressed to 
me, some two years since, by Mr. Holmes, of 
New Jersey. ‘This gentleman has spent his life 
upon the coast, and has, perhaps, been instru- 
mental in saving more people from shipwreck than 
g. For the last sixteen years 
he has been the agent of the underwriters of New 
York and Philadelphia, and has repeatedly re- 
ceived from them testimonials of their warmest 
approbation, both for his devotion to their inter- 
ests and to the interests of humanity. I have the 
honor of his personal acquaintance; I have been 
at his home upon the sea-side; I have conversed 
with those who know him intimately; and all con- 


/ cur in characterizing him as one whose opinion 


on a subject of this kind is entitled to the highest 
respect. His humane efforts in behalf of the poor, 
shipwrecked sailor, have palsied his own limbs, 
crippling him perhaps for life; but he still feels, 
if possible, more acutely than ever, for the mis- 
fortunes of others. Whatever comes from such 
a source must have infinitely more weight sian 
anything that | could say; and the committee, | 


/am sure, will pardon me if I trespass upon its 


time with some extracts from his communication. 
His letter bears date February 20, 1856. The 
winter had been severe; and he thus alludes to 


| some of the hardships encountered by our seamen 


at such times: 

** For more than two months the Delaware bay has now 
been closed by ice, while the vessels bound into it have 
been competied to lay at anchor back of our beach, exposed 
to the storms of this terrible coast, or go down to Lampton 
Roads fora harbor. There has been no place of safety which 
would properly accommodate these vessels, and into which 
they could get, short of the capes of Virginia. The poor 
sailoghas no voice in the affairs of the nation, and takes no 
part in the Government, because his home is upon the great 


| deep; yethe is entitled to our warmest sympathy, and could 


the members of Congress, as I have done, witness his sul 

fering, caused by the want of this national work, I know 
they would do ail in their power to add to his comfort, and 
be glad to thus shelter him from the pitiless storm. [ wish 
the members of Congress, who have power thus to befi iend 
the friendless, would visit this coast and witness some of 
its winter storms. [ know it would do them good and ben 

efit those who must look to them for aid. T have now acted 
on this coast, from Cape May to Little Egg Harbor, a dis- 
tance of forty miles, as agent for the Philadelphia and New 
York underwriters, fourteen years, and I have scen suffer- 
ing and loss of life that have been caused by the want of such 
a harbor, which I do not care to recall.”? 


And in another place alluding to the harbor at 
Cape Henlopen, he says: 

“ The breakwater of the opposite cape is considered no 
harbor for small vessels. It is so exposed to our northeast 
gales that they will not go into it if they can possibly avoid 
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it, and prefer running into Maurice river cove, where there 
are frequently collected over one hundred and fitty sail at 
tune, Which are detained for weeks by head winds. 
«Phe mouth of the Delaware ts filled with dangerous 
shoals: aud to cross the bay to go under Cape Henlopen 
when the weather is thick or when the wind is heavy, is | 
aiwavs attended with great danger. It is dead to leeward, 
and vessels to reach it from this side must go before the 
gile and wildly enter with no land to protect her while 
cong. and none to shelter her when entered. The entrance 
to this harbor, of course, must be small, and you will read 
ily perceive the danger of going into such a place among 
piles of stone before such gales as we often have. The 
sailor looks atall these things, and prefers to take his chance 
inthe open sea. It is a harbor of deception. at least for 
small vessels. It is all open to the howling winds of our || 
wild Auantic. In the northeast gales the smal! vessels are 
driven ashore, broken up and sunk by the larger ones drag- 
mung into them; and it matters not whether the litte one 
goes into the big one or the big one into the little one, it is 
the litde fellow must always suffer.”? 


a 


Sir, | am fully convinced that by carrying out 
the view expressed in these extracts in relation to 
the harbor under Cape May, and by increasing 
the life-saving apparatus upen the coast in accord- 
ance with the resolutions of the Legislature of 
New Jersey, most of the vessels and lives annu- 
ally lost upon our shores might be saved. The 
station-houses have already admirable apparatus 
which answer every purpose when a wreck lies 
near the shore; give to them new boats, boat- 
crews, and the telegraph, and we shall rarely again 
hear of such fearful losses of life as have hereto- 
fore been so often witnessed. But more than all 
construct the harbor at the cape, and henceforth, 
for your coasting vessels at least, the apparatus 
will seldom be called into service. These always 
will find sure refuge beneath its walls, while, with- 
out, the seas may run mountain high and threaten, 
each moment, to engulf the storm-tossed vessel, 

* Within, the waves in softer murmurs glide, 
And ships secure without their halsers ride.”’ 

Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. I move now that the 
committee rise, with a view to offer a resolution 
terminating debate. Before that motion is put, Mr. 
Chairman, | give notice to the committee—as I 
believe itto be the sense of the House to transact 
business—that if the debate be closed, 1 will my- 
seif, at five o’clock each day, if we are in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
move to take a recess Ull seven o’clock, with the 
understanding that after seven o’clock nothing in 
the way of business shall be done. With that un- 
derstanding I move that the committee do now rise. 

The mouon was agreed to. 

So the committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Shira, of 'l’ennessee, re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had under consideration 
House bill No. 200, and had come to no resolu- 
uon thereon. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
debate on House bill No. 200 shall terminate in 
five minates after its consideration shall have been 
resumed in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. With the permis- 
sion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | ask 
the Chair whether the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union has a right to take a recess ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 


the chairman of the committee will so decide. 


The question was taken on Mr. J. Guancy | 


Jones’s resolution: and it was adopted. 
Mr. J.G@LANCY JONES moved to reconsider 


the vote by which the resolution was adopted; || 


and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move that the 
rules be suspended; and that the House resolve 
itselfinto the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Smita, of 
Tennessee, in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of House bill No. 200, making appro- 
priations for sundry civil expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending 30th June, 1859; the 


pending question being the amendment offered by | 


Mr. Smiru, of Virginia, to strike out the word 
two,’’ and insert the word ‘‘one,’’ in line twelve, 
80 as to make the clause read: 
“For continuing the survey of the Atlantic and Gulf 


Coast of the United States, (including compensation to su- 
periutendent and assistants, and excluding pay and emolu- 
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I move that all |! 


ments of officers of the Army and Navy and petty officers, 
and men of the Navy employed on the work.) 150,000." 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I have had the ben- 
efit of the remarks submitted by the honorable 
chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means, 
and will therefore respond to them. His argu- 
ment is that if my amendment prevails it puts a 
Stop to this system of expenditure connected with 
the Coast Survey. In the course of his remarks 
he said that it would stop the work not only on 
the Atlantic, but on the Pacific coast. Well, lam 
not sure but that, underthe present circumstances, 
that would be desirable. ‘The system is now in 
operation, and he says that all that he asks for its 
continuance in full blast is $250,000. To be sure, 
we are informed that there has been a very serious 
reduction of $30,000. Well, | am satisfied that 
the systemcan be continued and progress with the 
appropriation that I suggest, though it may not 
progress so rapidly as with the full appropriation. 
The honorable gentleman will bear in mind that 
this em has no reference at all to appropriations 
for the Pacific coast. This item is ** for contin- 
uing the survey of the Atlantic and Gulf ceast.”’ 
It has no reference whatever to the expenditure 
now going on on the Pacific coast, for you will 


| observe, sir, that another division of this section 
| is ** for continuing the survey of the western coast 


of the United States, $130,000. ”’ 

Now, it has been my teaching, from early life, 
whenever, from any cause, the usual supplies are 
withdrawn in private life, to cut short my im- 
provements. If L were building a splendid house, 
such as this, I would put it in such a condition as 
that it would not suffer from dilapidation, and not 
attempt to go on and furnish it in the gorgeous 
style which is the taste as well as the fashion of 
the day. Lam toreduce my outlay. It is not 


| indispensable to have this coast survev finished 
, immediately. 


Some delay in its completion will 
not work any great detriment to the public ser- 
vice. The reduction which has been already sub- 
mitted to is but $30,000 out of $280,000. Linsist 


| upon it that this amendment ought to be adopted; 


and I shall follow it up with a corresponding re- 
duction in regard to other items in this bill. In- 


| trifle, | want to make a material impression on the 
whole bill, and to save the Treasury as much as 
possible. 
| of the Treasury was authorized to issue Treasury 
| notes and make a loan, that the Government could 
| make a loan at three and a half per cent. interest; 
but now we see advertisements that interest is not 
to exceed six per cent.; and some bids have been 
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It was expected, when the Secretary || 


made at five per cent., and some as high even as | 


| Six per cent. 
me to talk to a body of practical men unless I 
| could hope at least that they would take warning 
| from this thing. [Here the hammer fell.]} 

| Mr. HOWARD. I hope, sir, that the amend- 
| ment will not prevail, for 
| the soundest principles of economy require that 
an appropriation should be made of a sum at least 


|| as arge as that which it is proposed to reduce. 


| Whatever may be the merits of this Coast Survey, 


| as an original proposition, it is in process of pros- 


/ecution. The bureau is supplied with vessels and 
| the various implements for carrying on the work. 


| gaged in drawing a line across Florida to connect 
| the trianzulation on the Atlantic coast with that 
| on the Gulf of Mexico, which is going to save a 
| good deal of expense which would be incurred if 

they had to go round the cape, and will, perhaps, 


| secure additional accuracy in the work. The men 


| are there; they have their vessels and implements 
there, and, much as it is desirable to save money — 
and no man would go farther than I would to save 
money ina legitimate way—lI assert, without fear 
| of successful contradiction, that, if this work is 
'| to be completed, the Government had better bor- 
row money and pay twenty per cent. for it than 
to reduce the appropriation to $150,000, because 
the vessels would lie idle, the men would be 
| thrown out of employment, and you could do 
nothing to advantage. I hope, therefore, that the 
amendment will not prevail. 
The amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to amend 
| the following clause by reducing the appropris.- 
tion $30,000: 


| 


Certainly, sir, it would be idle for | 


amendment. 
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I suppose there are no Florida peninsulas to pass 
through there. 
The amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. LEITER. I ‘move to strike out the fol- 
lowing clause: 

* For continuing the survey of the Florida reefs and keys, 
(excluding pay and emotaments of officers of the Army and 
Navy and petty officers, and men of the Navy employed on 
the work,) 340,000." 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The argument of 
the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Howarp] was 
mainly predicated upon the necessity of contin- 
uing the work—— 

Mr. Jy GLA NCY JONES. Does the gentle- 
man from Virginia propose an amendment? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to strike 
out the following clause of the bill: 

* For running a line to connect the triangulation on the 
Atlantic coast with that on the Gulf of Mexico, across the 
Florida peninsula, $10,000.” 

| move tostrike it out, because the argument of 
the gentleman from Michigan is, that the $250,000 
was necessary to continue this triangulation across 
the peninsula of Florida; and here is a separate 
appropriation for that very purpose. 

Mr. HOWARD. The gentleman is mistaken. 
I said that the appropriation was necessary to 
carry on the work and to employ the materials 
in hand; and then, as an illustration of the various 
operations, | said that they were throwing this 
line across Florida as a basis of operations—not 
that it was to be paid for out-of the $250,000. 
What I meant to say was, that these appropria- 
tions for the Coast Survey have been reduced by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to the lowest 
possible amount that economy would authoriz<, 
and any reduction would be adverse to sound 
economy. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I withdraw my 

Mr. BRANCH. I move to amend by striking 
out ** $7,034 05,”’ and inserting ‘$3,034 05,” in 
the following item of the bill: 

** For fuel and quarters for officers of the Army serving 
on light- house duty, the payihent of which is no longer pro- 


: : sae | vided for by the quartermas\:+’s depe nt, $7,034 05.” 
| stead of cutting down this single appropriation a || ided for by the quartermas department, $7,034 05 


Now, Mr. Chairman, | offer this amendment for 


| the purpose of calling the attention of the House 


to the kind of items for which we are called upon 
to vote in this bill. [read from the estimates pre- 


| sented by the Secretary of the Treasury, and laid 
| before Congress at the commencement of the pres- 
‘| ent session of Congress: 


Explanation of estimates of sums required for fuel and quar- 
ters for officers of the Army serving on light-house duty, ¥c.: 
“ For six captains serving on the Atlantic coast, $2,481 48. 

* For two captains serving on the northern lakes, $864 42. 

‘* For four lieutenants serving on the Atlantic and Gulf 


‘| coast, $1,653 69. 


happen to know that | 


| 
| 
i} 
i} 
| 
1} 
| 
| 


“ For one najor serving on the Pacifie coast, $1,995.”” 


I read this merely for the purpose of calling the 
| attention of the committee to the fact that it ap- 
| pears from this statement that the allowance made 

in this bill for fuel and quarters for one major, is 
$1,895. Now, sir, the appropriation may be ne- 
cessary under existing law. I have confidence in 


|| the Committee of Ways and Means, and in the 
|| statement of the chairman of that committee made 


'| this morning, that they have reduced their esti- 
They have made progress in it, and are now en- | 


mates as low as they can possibly do under exist- 


|| ing law; but, sir, while I hold a seat upon this 


| floor, I will never cease to call the attention of the 

| House to such expenditures of the pubiic money. 

| It is an outrage upon the pople of this country, 

| when an officer of the Army receives a liberal sal- 

| ary, a salary admitted on all hands to be liberal, 
that he should receive under the pretense of fuel 
and quarters an additional salary of nearly two 
thousand dollars per annum, 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Does the gentle- 
man from North Carolina propose to abolish the 
Light-House Board ? 

| Mr. BRANCH. I proffoseto strike out “ seven’’ 
and insert ** three.’” 

| Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I suppose the gen- 

| tleman understands that the effect of the adoption 
of that amendment would be to abolish the Light- 

_ House Board. 

Mr. BRANCH. If the chairman of the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means, or any other gentle- 
| man, can satisfy me that competent persons can- 
|| not be employed to discharge these duties without 


|| For continuing the survey of the western coust of the || the payment of such exorbitant compensation as 


i| United States, $130,000.” 


|, is provided for in this bill, it will be time for me, 
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then, to consider whether we shall abolish the 
system, or whether we shall introduce some re- 
form. At any rate, if we are tocontinue this sys- 
tem, and cannot obtain the services of competent 
officers ata less rate, I, for one, will vote to put 
their regular salaries at five or ten thousand dol- 
lars, or whatever salary it is necessary to give 
them, directly, and not cover up $2,000 salary 
under pretense of fueland quarters. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I only wish to 
state, in reply to the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, that these salaries, including fuel and quar- 
ters, are already provided by law, and you can 
no more alter their salaries in an appropriation 
bill, than you can alter the salaries of members of 
Congress. 

Mr. BRANCH. This, as I understand it, is 
no part of the regular salary of officers of the 
Army. He is entitled to fuel and quarters, by law; 
and the usual custom is for the Department to 
allow him such sum as may be reasonable, for 
fuel and quarters. 

Mr. J. G(LANCY JONES. 
for fuel and quarters. 

Mr. PHELPS. A brief explanation only need 
be made in reference to this matter. Every offi- 
cer of the Army is entitled to fuel and quarters 
when public quarters are not assigned to him, 
and he is assigned to the performance of pubiic 
duty in other locations. ‘The act establishing a 
Light-House Board directs that certain officers of 
the Army and Navy shall be detailed to perform 
the duties of that board, which has charge of the 
various li¢ht-houses onthe Atlantic, Pacific, and 
Gulf coasts. ‘The board is composed of officers of 
the Army and Navy, acting in conjunction with 
the Secretary ofthe Treasury. This Light-House 
soard supersedes the old light-house system, 
which was under the control of the First Comp- 
troller. IL recollect well the member from Mary- 
land, (Mr. Bwans,) not now a member of Con- 
gress, brought forward from the Committee on 
Commerce an act upon which the present light- 
house system is founded. He proposed to estab- 
lish a Light-House Board,to be selected from the 
Army and the Navy. ‘They manage everything 
connected with light-houses; they recommend 
where they shall be erected, what kind of light 
shall be used; and they superintend the repairs to 
be made. 1 understand that, with the approval of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, they appoint keep- 
ers of the light-houses, and also officers whose 
duty it is to proceed and examine the condition 
of the light-houses on the different coasts. 





The law provides 


Now, sir, the officers of the Army and Navy | 


who are detailed to serve upon the Light-House 
Board, are entitled to commutation for fuel and 
quarters, when they are notemployed in barracks, 
unless the Government furnish quarters at the 
public expense, the officers of the Army are en- 
titled to comnmutation for their quarters. The 
amount of the commutation ts fixed by the regu- 
lations of the Army, and these officers who are 
detailed to serve on the Light-House Board are 
entitled to the same compensation that officers of 
the Army of the same grade would be entitled to 
in the regular service. 

The system has grown up and these appro- 
yriations have been made for a series of years. 
Beer argument of the gentleman from North 
Carolina strikes at the law which is upon your 
statute-book. Itis probable that he and myself 
wouldagree as to the Modifications which it would 
be proper to make of the law. I believe that offi- 
cers of the Army and Navy ought not to be de- 
tailed for service on this board. I think itis a 
duty which ought to be performed by civilians. 
But it was not the province of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to bring forward modifications 
of the existing laws in an appropriation bill. If 
they had brought forward such a provision it 
would have been said @hat they had exceeded 
their jurisdiction, that they had assumed a duty 
which properly belonged to the committee, of 
which my frend from New York, [Mr. Joun 
CocuraNne} is chairman. Such a proposition 
should come from the Committee on Commerce 
and not from the Committee of Waysand Means. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. A 
which has been ratsed by my friend from North 
Carolina [Mr. Baancu] is a proper one, though 
upon the arbitrary question as to the amount of 
reduction which should be made, | think he has 
movedan amendment which ought not to be adopt- 


ee eee 


read it. 


I think that the question | 
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| ed; that is to say, to strike out ‘* seven’’ and insert 


‘‘ three,’”? which would be a reduction of $4,000. 
I think that is entirely too great a reduction upon 
this particular item. I therefore move to amend 
the amendment of the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, by striking out ‘**three’’ and inserting 
‘‘five.’’ That willallow to these officers, for fuel 
and quarters, $5,034, which, | apprehend, will be 
entirely sufficient to cover their expenses, either 
upon the Pacific or Atlantic coast. The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means have introduced the 
item precisely as it was recommended to them by 
the quartermaster’s department. The item, to 
which the gentleman from North Carolina re- 
ferred, allows one major the sum of nearly two 
thousand dollars for fuel and quarters; an amount 
which that gentleman and myself deem entirely 
too great to allow an officer of the Army, of the 
rank of major. I see no reason why he should 
be entitled to that, and the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means has certainly given 
no reason to this committee why it should be al- 
lowed. My friend from Missouri [Mr. Puetps] 
has given no reason—— 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. With the permis- 
sion of the gentleman, | will reada section of the 
act of 1852: 

** And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the Light-House Board, immediately after being organized, 
to arrange the Atlantic, Gulf, Pacific, and Lake coasts of 
the United States into light-house districts, not exceeding 
twelve in number. Andthe President is hereby authorized 
and required to direct that an officer of the Army or Navy 
shall be assigned to each district, as light-house inspector, 
subject to and under the order of the Light-House Board ; 
who shall receive for such services the same pay and emol- 


| uments that he would be entitled to by law for the per- 


formance of duty in the regular line of his profession, and 
no other,”? &e. 


Mr.CRAWFORD. I do not question that the 
officer is entitled to pay according to his rank; 
but it is, that the item which is provided for by 
this portion of the bill is not covered by the law 
which the gentleman has read. The gentleman 
says the officer is entitled to pay according to 
rank. ThatI did not dispute. ‘The question I 
raised was in regard to the allowances made to 
the officers for fuel and quarters, which is here 
$1,895. That, of course, is not regulated by law, 
and we think it is entirely too much. There is 
no propriety in it, and there is no law for it. I 
called upon the gentleman to give me the law 
authorizing it; and he tells me the Light-House 
Board regulates this matter. 

Mr. PHELPS. I only referred to the regula- 
tions of the Army which prescribe the number of 
rooms and the amount of fuel which shall be al- 


| lowed to officers of different grades. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. Read it. 

Mr. PHELPS. Itisalong paper and I cannot 
This is the particular Army regulation 
to which I refer. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Iask the gentleman from 
Missouri whether any officer of the Army with 
the rank of major, anywhere upon the Pacific or 
Atlantic coast, or within the United States, re- 
ceives for fuel and quarters $1,895? 

Mr. PHELPS. He receives no more than 
these quarters will cost him, and no more for fuel 
than what will be sufficient for him at the place 
where he is stationed. The amount allowed de- 
pends upon two things—the grade of the officer, 
and the location of his post. More fuel would be 
allowed to an officer stationed in Maine than to 
one stationed in the State of Texas, and more fuel 
isallowed toa major than toa lieutenant. I have 
in my hand the regulation which prescribes the 
number of rooms and the number of cords of 
wood to which each officer is entitled, and they 
can receive no more pay for fuel than the Army 
regulations permit, nor any more for quarters 
than they are authorized to rent, and the actual 
rent which they are obliged to pay. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. ‘That does not meet the 
question raised by myself and by the gentleman 
from North Carolina; which is, that this appro- 
priation is not covered by law, and that is my 
objection to it. [Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Did not the gen- 
tleman vote for this appropriation in committee ? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I did not vote for it, and 
there is another item in this bil which I did not 
vote for, and which I shall move to strike out; 
and that is, the appropriation for the Washing- 
ton aqueduct. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 


I believe that the 





objection is, that the estimate for this item is too 
| high. 

| Mr. CRAWFORD. Yes, sir; and because it 
is not covered by the law. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The gentleman 
will perceive that this is an item for the Pacific 
coast, where the expenses of all things are much 
higher than they are on the Atlantic coast. I car, 
give no further information upon the subject than 
is sent to us by the Department. The substance 
of that information is, that the Department gets 
those accommodations at the very lowest price 
possible. It is not to be supposed that the De. 
partment can estimate precisely what these items 
_will cost. But the Army regulations cover the 
case; and that being the case, the Department 
estimates as nearly as it can, what they will cost, 
And I will say to gentlemen that if the costis less 
than here estimated, it will not be paid, and the 
balance will return into the Treasury. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to read one paragraph of 
| the Army regulations,which will settle this matter; 

‘** When public quarters cannot be furnished to officers 
| at stations Without troops, or to enlisted men at general or 
department headquarters, quarters will be commuted ata 
fixed rate by the Secretary of War, and fuel at the market 
prices delivered. When tuel and quarters are commuted to 
an Officer by reason of his employment at a civil work, the 
commutation shall be charged to the appropriation for the 
work. Nocommutation for rooms or fuel is allowed for 
officers or messes.”’ 

Mr. BRANCH. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Missouri, I wish to say thatthe 
| chairman of the committee of Ways and Means 
made the point against my amendment that the 
matter was regulated by law. [admit that where 
it is regulated by law we cannot in this way reach 
the matter or controlit. But another member of 
the Committee of Ways and Means gets up, and, 
instead of reading the law authorizing this item, 
reads a section of the Army regulations. I ask 
if it has come to this, that a regulation issued by 
a commanding general of the Army, or an esti- 
mate made by the Quartermaster General of the 
Army, is such a law that this House cannot in- 
quire into it? We are not precluded, by propri- 
ety or by the rules of the House, from reducing 
the estimate; and the very point I make is, that 
the Department has estimated too largely, and it 
is the duty of this House to cut down the esti- 
mates so made. 

Mr. PHELPS. I wish simply to say in reply 
to the gentleman from North Carolina, that the 
Army regulations have the sanction of law; for 
they are established in pursuance of law. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. Crawrorp to the amendment, and 
it was not agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. Brancn’s amend- 
ment. 

Mr. STANTON ealled for tellers. * 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I offer the follow- 
ing amendment: 

Insert after the word “ department,’ in the seventy-third 
line, the following: 

A sum not exceeding three hundred dollars each, except 
| in the State of Califoruia, where the sum ailowed shall not 
| exceed six hundred dollars. 

So as to make the clause read: 

For fuel and quarters for officers of the Army serving on 
light-house duty, the payment of which'is no longer pro- 
vided for by the quartermaster’s department, a sum not ex- 
ceeding, &e. 

We have inthe United States, according to this 
bill, five hundred and fifty-six light-houses. These 
light-houses are divided into thirteen divisions. 
Each division is under the command of an Army 
officer. That Army officer, under the regulations 
of the War Department, claims fuel and rations. 
The committee will not fail to perceive that this 
| officer ought to be a traveling officer; that he has 
'| a number of these light-houses under his charge; 
that he is, or ought to be, frequently in motion; 
and that there is not one of these divisions which 
has nota military establishment of the United 
States within it—not one where quarters cannot 
| be had. Notwithstanding that this is the case, he 
prefers his claim for fuel and quarters—quarters 
which he ought rarely to occupy—and is allowed 
four hundred dollars odd for these particular items. 
I propose to confine this allowance to a reasonable 
| sum. I suppose there is no doubt of our power to 

do so. My amendment restricts the allowance on 
| the Atlantic coast to $300 cach, and on the Pacisc 
| coast, $600. 
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Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire to say that that | 
would make the amount $7,800, instead of $7,034. | 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. No, sir; $300 to 
twelve men and $600 to this major in California. 
The committee will observe that I propose by this 
amendment to regulate these allowances to officers 
hy fixing them at $300 on the Atlantic coast, and 
«600 in California, where things are certainly ata 
pre tty high figure. Task the honorable chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means if that is 
not enough? Does he not believe that it will 
cover every dollar of expense in that regard ? 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I wish to 
ask the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means whether, in his calculation for these ofli- 
cers engaged in light-house duty, he has made 
the allowances according to their Army rank? 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. Thatis my under- 
standing. They are allowed for quarters and fuel 
which appertain to their rank in the Army. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Well, that 
ought not to be so. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I am opposed to 
the amendment. 1 do not propose to debate it; 
I believe the bill cannot be improved, and I call 
for the vote. 

The question was taken on Mr. Smirn’s amend- 
ment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. REAGAN. [| offeran amendment to come 
in at the seventy-fourth line. 

Mr. SEWARD. We have not reached that 
point where the gentleman offers his amendment. 
When we have reached it the gentleman can offer 
his amendment. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Who is entitled to | 
the floor? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Well, I hope his 
amendment will be read. Let usgo on in order, 

Mr. ReaGcan’s amendment was read as follows: 

Provided, That nosum shall be paid out of this appropri- 
ation, in gross, to any officer, nor until the proper Depart- | 
ment shall be satisfied that an actual expenditure has been 


made by such officer for fuel or quarters, and for no other 
purpose; and only for the amount of such actual expenditure. 


Mr. REAGAN. I understand, from what has 
been said by the chairman of the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, that the officers provided for in 
this clause are to be paid constructive fuel and 
quarters according to theirrank inthe Army. The | 
object of my amendment is to prevent this con- 
structive paying away of the public money for 
purposes for which it is never used. 

This amendment, whatever the appropriation 
may be, will limit the expenditures to the amount 
actually paid out for fuel and quarters. The sal- 
aries of these officers have been referred to in this 
debate. Their salaries are elsewhere provided 
for. This is only for fuel and quarters. I desire 
to limit the expenditures to the payments actu- 
ally made for fuel and quarters, and not to allow 
these constructive payments to be made to officers | 
of the Army. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I desire to correct 
the gentleman on one point. They do not receive 
their fuel and quarters by construction of law at 
all, but by positive law. The law itself fixes the 
pay, fuel, and rations, according to rank. 

Mr. REAGAN. Itis doubtful, and this amend- | 
ment makes it clear and explicit. They are not | 
to be paid constructively, but only for what is ac- 
tually needed by the public service. 

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Chairman, I have observed 
that the honorable gentleman from North Caro- 
lina [Mr. Brancu] has, on more than one occa- 
sion, assailed the extravagance of the Army of 
the United States, and I have sought an oppor- 
tunity to reply to him, but have heretofore been 
unable to do so. In the first assault which he 
made, he said that we had a superabundance of 
ofiicers in our service as compared with the ser- 
vice of other countries, and read copious extracts | 
to show an exorbitant number of commissions to | 
® given number of privates. In justice to the 
Army, he should have considered the character 
of the service which our officers perform. Many 
of our officers are not really engaged with the 
troops, but are employed in civil pursuits by the 
Government, as you perceive by the character of 
the bill now before us. Many of them are en- | 
gaged in the topographical bureau, and in various | 
Surveys all through the United States; some of | 
them supervising constructions of roads; some 
driving camels; one has, for years, been delving 
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in the earth to discover artesian wells; aad one has 
charge of the construction of this Hall. Others 
are engaged in civil engineer service—quite out of 
the line of the duties performed by military offi- 
cers in other parts of the world. Our Army isa 
skeleton army. The officers educated at West 
Point are employed in various ways, and when- 
ever the legitimate service requires it, they are 
ready to fall into the ranks and do the duty de- 
volved upon them as military commanders. This 
versatility of pursuits brings them in contact with 
the various enterprises of the day, and better qual- 
ifies them to act asa nucleus upon which your 
militia can and does rally in time of wan, There 
is no branch of the military service that is more 
cautiously guarded than that relating to fuel and 
quarters. It is impossible that an officer should 
draw more than he actually needs, because the | 
quartermaster can only grant that which the ser- 
vice seems to require. For instance: the officers 
serving in Mexico generally got no fuel, because | 
the climate was generally so warm none was re- | 
quired. But from the earliest military history of | 
our country, the officers and privates of the Army 

have been entitled to fuel and quarters when re- | 
quired, and I do not apprehend that any officer 
will receive more under this bill than is right and | 


| 


just. Why should officers on light-house service | 


be deprived of this allowance, which is accorded | 
to all other branches of the service? 

Mr. BRANCH. Idesire to ask the gentleman, 
in order to show the injustice of this system, | 
whether an officer serving in the Indian country, 
and living in tents and undergoing all the hard- 
ships of living in tents, gets anything from the 
Government for fuel and quarters? And whether 
this is not an advantage given to officers living in 


| comfortable quarters, and a discrimination against 


| service if they were more in the frontier service. 


officers engaged in hard service? 
Mr. CURTIS. Itis notadiscrimination which | 
they regard as an injustice. At least they should | 
not: the man in field service, with all this incon- 
venience in regard to quarters, generally prefers | 
it. He draws a tent instead of a house, and pre- | 
fers it. Why? First, because his personal and | 
family expenses are less while he is in field ser- | 
vice; and, second, because the service is generally 
more in accordance with his profession; more va- 
ried and distinguished, and therefore more inter- 
esting. It would be better for the officers and the 


3ut if, stationed in the city of Cleveland, or New 
York, or San Francisco, he desires to live as other 
gentlemen do, he must incur greater expense. It 
is right and necessary for the honor of your coun- 
try that your officers should be so provided. The 
quartermaster has to furnish our officers when | 
thus located with a respectable house, and you 
cannot get a respectable house in a large city for | 


| less than from five hundred to one thousand dol- | 
| lars a year; you cannot get a good one even in 


| officer is thus entitled to quarters according to his 


| ment, 


lowa, in the city of Keokuk, where I reside, for 
less than six or eight hundred dollarsa year. An | 


location. If in the field, he desires and draws a 
tent; if in a frontier garrison, he has a cabin; and | 
when you locate him in a city, he should have a | 
respectable house. Such is the system established | 
by the Army regulations, and contemplated by | 
this bill. I hope gentlemen will pass on to other 
items, and make no further assault on the tran- 
sient and indifferent homes allowed to our Army | 
officers and their families. [Here the hammer fell. } 

The question being on Mr. Reacan’s amend- 


Mr. CRAWFORD demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hatt of | 
Ohio, and Burrinton were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the tellers re- | 





| ported—ayes 60, noes 74. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to amend the same | 
paragraph by striking out ‘‘ seven”’ and inserting | 
*‘ten.’? Mr. Chairman Il have moved this amend- 
ment simply for the purpose of making a few re- 
marks upon the general subject. 

It is a matter of regret to me that these insidi- 
ous attacks are made against the commerce of the 
country by some gentleman who come from the 
same section of country from which I come. 
When we remember that we have no commerce, 
that we have no ships which are built at the 
South, that the whole commerce of the South does | 
not exceed forty thousand tons of vessels built | 
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there, yet southern men are eternally warring 
upon appropriations which are for the benefit of 
the coast surveysand forthe Light-House Board, 
which are of such immense advantage to the com- 
merce of my section of the country. It isa fact 
that an exclusively agricultural country can never 
become a wealthy country. 

While gentlemen from the North have been lib- 
eral in their appropriations for the benefit of the 
South, gentlemen from the South vote against 
them. If these reforms are necessary, let us re- 
organize the Light-House Board. Letus reorgan- 
ize the whole system, and our whole system of 
coast survey. Let us do what is proper, and no 
more. But I protest that while the commerce of 
the South is languishing, it should be made to 
suffer still more by the niggardly parsimony 
shown by gentlemen from the South, when gen- 
tlemen from the North come forward to reheve 
us. Let us meet gentlemen from the North in 
these measures for our relief, instead of spending 
our time in nonsensical conventions, discussing 
commerce outside the country. 

Now, sir, we must have some principle to act 
upon. We must have some system. Gentlemen 





| are constantly complaining that war is made upon 


the South; that contributions are levied upon the 
South; and that the labor of the South is taxed 
for the benefit of the North. It is true that the 
labor of the South has been taxed for the benefit 
of the North, but we have done nothing for our- 
selves. Gentlemen from the North are willing to 
do whatis right. During the five years L have been 
here, I have always found the people of the North 
liberal, in respect to the South, uponevery subject, 
with the exception of that of slavery, and 1 be- 
lieve they are coming round right upon that sub- 
ject. I want to see the subject of slavery taken 
away from these Halls. Let that be done. Let 
us talk about commerce. Let us come up like 
sensible men, and turn our attention to the com- 
merce of the country—a subject in which all our 
people in the North, in the South, the East, and 
the West, are equally interested—and we shall 
hear no more of sectional controversies. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I wish to oppose the 
amendment of my colleague. I do not think the 
appropriation should be increased to $10,000. 

[The committee here informally rose, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, 

Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that they had examined and found 
duly enrolled, bills of the following titles; when 
the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (S. No. 82) to amend ‘An act to author- 
ize the President of the United States to cause to 
be surveyed the tract of land in the Territory of 
Minnesota, belonging to the half-breeds or mixed 
bloods of the Dacotah or Sioux nation of Indians, 
and for other purposes,’’ approved July 17, 1#54; 

An act (S. No. 314) for the prevention and pun- 
ishment of frauds in land titles in California, 

An act (S. No. 312) to provide for the collec- 
tion and safe-keeping of public archives in the 
State of California, 

The committee again resumed its session. } 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I move to 
amend the same paragraph by striking out **three’’ 
and inserting ** five.”” Ido not understand the 
principles upon which the Committee of Ways 
and Means justify themselves in calculating the 
nay of these people, who are engaged upon hight- 
beau duties, according to Ariny rank. You say 
the Quartermaster General will not pay them 
You put these men upon special duty—upon light- 
house duty. Why should not one superintendent, 
put upon light-house duty, have fuel and quarter- 
equal to another superintendent, put upon ths 
same duty? They are all occupying the same 
special position, of superintending, as I undere 
stand it, the light-house system. When the du- 
ties are the same, when the districts are equal- 
ized, when the special duties they perform ave the 
same, why should a younger man, probably of 
the most energy, probably of the most talent and 
of the most efficiency, be cut down in the matter 
of his quarters and fuel to that belonging to the 
rank of lieutenant, while an older man next to 
him, upon the same line of duty, gets fuel and 
quarters according to a major or colonel’s rank ? 

Mr. CURTIS. I can tell the gentleman. itis 
because old men have larger families, and lave 
more company to entertain. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
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debted to the gentleman from Iowa for the inform- 
ation, and he stands uncontradicted by the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
therefore lL suppose he ' 


“ 


y ive correctly the principle 
upon which the ippropriation is made —that where 
aman,asentorin years, issuperint ndentofalight- 
house district, you wive him larger pay, in order 

ruin more company. Now, my 
notion about it jis this: that when we put men 

Vv we ought to equ alize the com- 


that he m ry ent 


upon similar dut 

pt nsation; t t when officers leave the Army and 

assume land dutics—sucl as superint nding the 

rhit to be paid like lamp- 
hiehters, and not like majors, 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I 

r 


gentleman if he propose Ss 


light-house they ou 


desire to ask the 
to alter the law in an ap- 


propriation bill 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
concede t eis any law for this item. 
is, | would like 

M:. CURTIS. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Kentucky one question. I would like to 
know how many horses he rode, when he was a 
colonel commanding in Mexico, by construction ? 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I never rode 
any by construction; I rode a great many actu- 
ally. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CURTIS. Did not you have three horses? 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. It is true I 
had all that I was entitled to, and I nearly rode 
their tails off. [Renewed laughter. ] 

Mr. BRANCH. I cannot permit the remarks 
which have fallen from the gentleman from Geor- 
gia [Mr. Sewarp] to pass without calling the at- 
tention of the House to the very gross error into 
which he has fallen. 7 


I do not 
If there 


nere 


to © it. 


I think it would plague any 
gentleman in this House, except the gentleman 
from Georgia, to perceive how an attempt to pre- 
vent a major in the Army from receiving $2,000 
for fuel and quarters, over and above his usual 
pay and other perquisites, 1s an attack upon the 
commerce of the country. ‘The gentleman, how- 
ever, says he regrets to see gentlemen upon this 
floor ass ul commerce upon all occasions, 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of order. 
The genteman does not confine his remarks to 
the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must con- 
fine his remarks to the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky. 

Mr. BRANCH. I was only answering the 
gentleman from Georgia. But | will endeavor to 
proceed in order. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. T understand the 
genuieman rises to oppose the amendment; and 
that he is opposed to striking out ** seven’’ and 
inserting what has been proposed. 

Mr. BRANCH. Ido not know how the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means has 
found that out. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Because I know 
my friend would not desire to proceed out of 
order; and he can only proceed in order by op- 

yosing the amendment. 

Mr. BRANCH. I intended—— 

Mr. FOSTER. Whi! the gentleman yield to me? 

Mr. BRANCH, Ido not wish to consume the 
time of the committee, and will yield the floor ina 
moment. LT wanted to remark that, instead of forty 
thousand tons,the South owns more than five times 
forty thousand tons of shipping; and thata single 
portof the Soath which I could name—the port 
of Baltimore—owns one hundred andeighty-three 
thousand tons; that Charleston owns sixty thou- 
sand tons. And I could name several ports which 
own three or four times the tonnage which the 
gentleman from Georgia asserted as belonging to 
the entire South. Instead of southern men doing 
injustice to the North, itis southern men doing 
Injustice to the South, by such statements as the 
gt nteman from Ge orgia has made. Thatis what 
the South suffers uuder, even more than from at- 
tacks of those who live in other sections of the 
Union. 

Mr. Sewarp’s amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill. 

Mr. CLAWSON Ioffer the following amend- 
ment, to come in between lines 77 and 78: 

For the purchase of Holmes’s lifeboat, to be placed at 


each of the twenty-eight lie saving stationson the coast of 
New Jersey, $6,440. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I[riseto a question 
of order. If L understand the amendment, itis not 
in order, because it is not provided for by law. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The amendment being an 
independent reselution, the Chair rules it out of 
order. 

Mr. CLAWSON. There are already life-sav- 
ing boats at those stations in New Jersey, and 
they are provided for by law. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The gentleman will 
find in line eighty an appropriation for contin- 
gencies, to which his amendment may be offered. 

Mr. CLAWSON The amendment, I think, 
is in order here. [Cries of ** Order!’’ 

The CHAIRMAN = The Chair has ruled the 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. CLAWSON. I appeal from the decision 
of the Ch&ir. I wish to say one word. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I rise to a question of or- 
der. The appeal is not debatable. 

The CHAIRMAN. The appeal is not de- 
batable. 

Mr. CLAWSON. Does the Chair decide that 
my amendment will not be in order in any part 
of the bill ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that it 
is out of order, as there is no provision of law 
providing for it. 

Mr. ADRAIN. I understand there is a law 
for the purchase of boats. The boats now in use 
on the New Jerse y coast are of no use, and the 
proposition of my colleague is to substitute other 
boats for those that are absolutely valueless. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the amendment is out of order, and so de- 
cides. ‘The gentleman from New Jersey appeals 
from that decision. 

Mr. CLAWSON. 
the present. 

The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the bill. 

Mr. CLAWSON. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 


I withdraw the appeal for 


After line eigity-one, insert as follows: 
For the purchase of Holmes’s life boats, to be placed at 


each of the twenty eight life-saving stations on the coast of 


New Jersey, $5,440. 


,. 

Mr.SMITH, of Virginia. I raise the question 
of order, that the amendment proposes independ- 
ent legislation. The clause sought to be amended 
is ** for contingencies for life-saving apparatus 
on the coast of the United States, $12,000.’’ The 
amendment is a proposition to authorize the pur- 
chase of a specific kind of boat. ‘There is no law 
for it whatever. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the 
gentleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. CLAWSON, I desire to say, Mr. Chair- 
man, that there are twenty-eight life-saving sta- 
tions on the New Jersey coast. There are al- 
ready boats there—the Francis life-boat—and the 
proposition merely is to substitute those of Mr. 
Holmes. Francis’s boats will not be used by the 
seamen along the coastof New Jersey. They lie 
at the station-houses perfectly useless. In cases 
of wreck, the seamen on the coast use their own 
boats exclusively. The proposition is, that the 
Government shall supply then. with boats, in- 
stead of using their own boats. 

Mr. FLORENCE. ‘The purchase of boats is 
now authorized by law, and the point of order, 
made by the gentleman from Virginia, cannot be 
sustained, 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Does the Chair 
hold the amendment to be in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decided to hear 
the statement of the gentleman from New Jersey, 
before deciding the question. 

Mr.CLAWSON. Idesire to add but one word 
more. I believe that when this appropriation was 
originally made for life-saving apparatus on the 
coast of New Jersey, it was made by an amend- 
ment to an appropriation bill. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. If the gentleman 
moves to increase the appropriation, that amend- 
ment will be germane; but if he moves also to add 
words, describing the article, not in the existing 
law, then it is not germane. 

Mr. FLORENCE, .There is an existing law 
providing for boats. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. Thenitis not ne- 
cessary to describe the boats. All that is neces- 
sary is to increase the appropriation. 

Mr. FLORENCE, It is merely substituting 


another boat for the one now in use, because the | 


latter is entirely useless. 


Mr. J. G@LANCY JONES. The word “ con- | 
} tingencies”’ will cover all that, if it be in the law. | 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Chair believes that, 
under rule 81, this amendment, being germane to 
the bill, is in order at this stage of the bill. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I move toamend 
the amendment by adding the following: 

And for the purchase of the best life boat, to be approved 


by the Department, for use on the coast of Long Island, 
# 10,000. 


Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. The act of 1854 
authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to es- 
tablish such additional stations on the coasts of 
Long Island and New Jersey for affording aid to 
shipwrecked vessels thereon, to change the loca- 
tions of the existing stations, and to make such 
repairs and furnish such apparatus and supplies 
as may, in his judgment, be best adapted to give 
effect to the objects of that act. The discretion- 
ary power of the Secretary of the Treasury under 
this act is large enough to cover all this; and, if 
the gentleman wants to obtain a better kind of 
boat, he may do so by moving to increase the ap- 
propriation, and that amendment will be germane. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. Theamendment 
suggested by the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means is entirely satisfactory to my- 
self; but I desire to say that something additional 
is absolutely necessary. We not only lose mil- 
lions of property annually onthe coasts of Long 
Islandand New Jersey, at the entrance of the port 
of New York, but thousands of lives are annually 
sacrificed on these coasts. The stations now pro- 
vided, and the means now provided, are wholly in- 
adequate, and some additional appropriations are 
absolutely necessary. Thisisa matter of life and 
death—a matter of vital importance to those com- 
ing to our port from foreign countries—of vital im- 
portance to our shipping interests, and to those 
who are engaged in foreign trade. It is not an 
appropriation that we can postpone. We can dis- 
pense with many of the appropriations in this 
bill; but here is an appropriation intended for the 
saving of life, and we cannot dispense with it. If 
gentlemen will examine the statistics, they will 
find that hundreds of thousands of dollars are an- 
nually sacrificed there, because we have not pro- 
vided efficient fneans to save life and property. 
New York is the great port of the country. The 
emigration coming into the port of New York is 
annually increasing. I do not desire to occupy 
the time of the committee, but I desire to call the 
attention of the committee to the vast interests 


| involved in this matter. 


Mr. LETCHER. I am opposed to this mode 
of legislation for one or two reasons that are suf- 
ficient to myself. Whether they will prove satis- 
factory to the committee, or not, is another mat- 
ter. Now, sir, here is a proposition—to do what? 
To direct the Secretary of the Treasury to pur- 
chase a boat of a particular make and of a par- 
ticular pattern, taking away from him all discre- 
tion in regard to the matter; although, at the very 
time this order is made, he may have conclusive 
evidence before the Department that this boat is 
not as good as other boats now in use. 

Mr. ‘TAYLOR, of New York. The amend- 
ment which I propose does not do that. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman will permit 
me to say that the Secretary of the Treasury has 
direct evidence to the contrary. This boat has 


| undergone investigation by officers appointed by 


the Navy Department, with a view to its intro- 


| duction and use in the revenue marine and naval 


service, and, from the investigations and experi- 


| ments that have been made, have proved its bet- 


ter adaptability for the purpose than any other; 


| and itis a humane object which gentlemen have 
| in view in desiring to introduce it. 


Mr. LETCHER. The humane object may be 
effected as well, perhaps, by one boat as by an- 
other; and if the examination has been already 
made, and the Secretary of the Treasury is sat- 
isfied that this is the best boat that can be pro- 


| cured for the service, it strikes me as a little sin- 


gular that an officer who is usually so prompt in 
regard to his duty should not have apprised the 
House of the fact, and requested them to make 
the necessary change in the law for that purpose. 
But nothing of that sort has been done. If this 
part of the amendment be stricken out, then 1! 
the Secretary of the Treasury is satisfied, as the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania says he is, he will 
not be precluded from obtaining that boat which 


| is best adapted to the service. 


It strikes me, then, that the most proper course 


; 
" 
4 
i 


Sy cae. va 


oh Ba 


1858 


for us & 


jt 18, an 
has befe 
on the s 
my frie! 
will in é 
But, ] 
mischie 
to be de 
is enure 
jt, when 
the Dey 
only in 
been sp 
five-mlt 
] sugge: 
do misc 
Mr. I 
to thea 
The | 
fo the @ 
ther del 
Mr. | 
der. I 1 
that ju: 
around 
doing— 
under ec 
Mr. ' 
js 1t in 
clause? 
The. 
Mr. 
mike tl 
import 
wihou 
from V 
Is NOW 
from V 
membe 
having 
be doll 
import 
ence. 
INSISt ¢ 
[Mr. C 
his sea 
Mr. 
Mr. 
draw n 
Mr. 
was ag 
Mr. 
ment, | 
that it 
* Por 
the twe! 
Tha 
the Se 
shall Pr 
Mr. 
the re 
boat, 1 
not be 
Mr. 
Mr. 
dD. Date 
Virgin 
from | 
gentle: 
The 
nols W 
right t 
Mr. 
to the 
Mr. 
if the ¢ 
New ” 
The 
Mr. 
order 
as am 
The 
ed no’ 
ls ope 
M: 
amen 
leave: 
Mr 
My qi 
Miss¢ 
Mr 
from | 


Mr 





8, 


lat, 
e to 


end 


ved 
ind, 
85 

es- 
of 
1 to 
CA. 
uch 
lies 
rive 
on- 
der 
it 
| of 
ap- 
ane, 
ent 
» of 
ny- 
nal 
mil- 
ong 
Ort 
ally 
1rO- 
rin- 
are 
and 
om- 
im- 
10Se 
tan 
dis- 
this 
‘the 
ar 
will 
-an- 
pro- 
rly, 
The 
k is 
upy 
the 
ests 


iode 
suf- 
atis- 
Nat- 
hat? 
pur- 
par- 
cre- 
yery 
sive 
at is 


end- 


rmit 
has 
has 
1 by 
tro- 
aval 
veri- 
bet- 
her; 
lave 


4 
: 
} 
! 


a 


Pears. 


oe 


Se Bae 


‘ 


1858. 


for us to pursue is to leave the discretion just as 
it is, and, of course, whatever light the Secretary 
has before him will guide him in his future action 
on the subject, and if his conclusion shall be, as 
my friend from Pennsylvania supposes, then he 
will in all probability purchase this boat. 

But, Mr. Chairman, there is a great deal of 
ischievous legislation here by directing things 
to be done in a particular way, when the House 
is entirely destitute of knowledge in regard to 
it, when it has not a particle of information from 
the Department in regard to it, and when the 
only information which we have has suddenly 
been sprung upon the House in the progress ofa 
five-minute debate such as this is. This course 
] suggest can do no harm; the other course may 
do mischief. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
to the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment 
fo the amendment already pending, and no fur- 
ther debate is in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE I rise to a question of or- 
der. | know of nothing in the rules of the House 
that justifies members in sleeping on the sofas 
around the Hall—as J see several gentlemen now 
doing—when there is a very important matter 
under consideration. [{Laughter.] 





n 


‘ 


I desire to offeran amendment 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, | 


js it in order to move to strike out the enacting 
ciause f 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis in order. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. Then, sir, I 
meke that motion, because | do not think that so 
important a matter as this ought to be acted upon 
without the presence of the honorable member 
from Virginia, [Mr. CLremens,] who, ! discover, 
is now asleep. [Much laughter.] The gentleman 
from Virginia,on the memorable night when many 
members were absent, manifested so much zealin 
having every member present, that I think it would 
be doing injustice to the country to go on with 
important subjects of legislation without his pres- 
ence. I therefore make that motion, and shall 
insist on it, unless the gentleman from Virginia 
|Mr. CLemens] can be waked up and brought to 
his seat. [Renewed laughter. ] 

Mr. CLemens at this point returned to his seat. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I now with- 
draw my motion. 

Mr. TayLor’s amendment to the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out the word ‘* HLolmes’s,’’ so 
that it will read: 


* Por the purchase of life-boats to be placed at each of 


the twenty-eigit life-saving stations, and so forth.’? 


That will leave the matter in the discretion of 


the Secretary of the Treasury as to what boat he 
shall purchase. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I oppose the amendment for 
the reason that unless we designate the kind of 
boat, we have no guarantee that the matter will 
not be disposed of on political grounds. 

Mr. PHELPS obtained the floor. 

Mr. KELSEY. I rise to a question of order. 
Debate on the amendment of the gentleman from 
Virginia has been exhausted. 
from Virginia submitted the amendment, and the 
gentleman from Illinois opposed it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from IIli- 
nols was not recognized by the Chair, and had no 
nght to oppose it. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to speak in opposition 
to the amendment. 

_ Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I wish to ask 
if the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. TayLor]} was adopted ? 

The CHAIRMAN. It was. ' 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Then, is it in 
order to move an amendment to the amendment 
as amended ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Theamendment asamend- 
ed now becomes the same as original matter, and 
is ore to amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I am opposed to both the 
amendments now pending. I think it proper to 
leave this matter to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. CLAWSON. Irisetoa question of order. 
My question of order is, that the gentieman from 
Missouri is not opposing the amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. [| am very sorry my friend 
from New Jersey does not see that I'am in order. 


Mr. CLAWSON. The amendment is to strike 


The gentleman | 
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out the word ‘* Holmes’s.’’ The gentleman states 
that he is in favor of leaving the whole matter to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and he is therefore 
in favor of the amendment. | 

Mr. PHELPS. I will endeavor to keep in order. 

Mr. STANTON. I rise to another point of 
order. Lunderstand that this amendment has been 
agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. STANTON. I understood it had been 
adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS. I am desirous that when the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall purchase these life- 
boats, he shall have the opportunity of purchasing 
the best life-boats that have been invented. The 
gentleman from New Jersey says that Holmes’s 
life-boat is the best. If itis the best, then [am op- 
posed to striking the word ‘* Holmes’s’’ out; but 
I think it is better to leave the whole matter to the 
exercise of the sound judgment and discretion of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and that we should 
give him authority to purchase Holmes’s life- 
boats, or Francis’s life-boats, or any others which 
have been manufactured, and which he may de- 
cide to be the best. [think it is wrong to require 
the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase the 
invention of a particular individual. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Will the gentle 
man from Missouri accent an amendment increas- 
ing the appropriation to $20,000? 


Mr. PHELPS. Is that for the benefit of 
Holmes’s life-boat ? 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Oh no. 


Mr. PHELPS. ‘The amendment of the gen- 
tleman is notin order at this time; for an amend- 
ment to an amendment is pending. I can see no 
necessity for increasing this appropriation accord - 
ing to the suggestion of the gentleman from New 
York, unless it be beeause Holmes’s life-boat 
costs more than any other life-boat which has been 
invented. I submit to the committee, whether it 
is not better to leave the Seeretary of the Treas- 
ury to select the life-boat which shall be found, 
on examination, to be the best? 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

The amencment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
as amended. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bitiine- 
HuRsT.and Jofin Cocurane were appointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported 
eighty-four in the affirmative; a further count not 
being demanded. 

So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. BRYAN. I offer the following amend- 


_ment, to come in immediately after the amend- 


ment just adopted: 

For procuring two additional improved metallic life- 
boats, a metallic life-car, and unecessary harness, lines, and 
other suitable articles, to be used under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury in saving life, in case of marine 
disaster, off Galveston station, Texas, $10,000. 

This is an amendment similar to the one just 
adopted. The necessity for it is stated in a peti- 
tion [ now hold in my hand, signed by a number 
of the principal merchants of the city of Galves- 
ton. ‘I'wo vessels were recently wrecked there, 
and most of the crew lost. One large steamer 
plying between the city of New Orleans, Galves- 
ton, and the western coast of Texas, was burned 
off the coast, and fifty-three lives were lost in 
consequence of not having these life-boats. A 
life association has been organized to codperate 
with the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to save lif 
through this appropriation. This is an appro- 
priation on which [ trust my friends from the 
North will respond te the sentiments uttered by 
the gentleman from Georgia, and show that, while 
some gentlemen of the South will vote for these 
liberal appropriations, they, too, will vote to save 
southern life, as some of us have just voted in 
favor of providing means for saving northern life. 
There is a necessity for this appropriation, as 
shown by the memorial of the merchants of the 
city of Galveston; and many of the facts stated 
in that memorial I myself know to be true. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Is that amendment 
in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the committee, 

The amendment was agreed to. 


It has been received by 
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Mr. EUSTIS offered the following amendment 
to be inserted between lines 81 and 82: 





Treasury Building, Custom. Houses, and Marine Hospitals. 

For continuing the work on custom-houses building atthe 
following places, viz: at New Orleans, Louisiana, 8859 ,000 ; 
and at Charleston, South Carolina, $300,000 ; 3650,..00, 

For the completion of custom houses at the tollowing 
places, viz: at Ellsworth, Maine, 82.000; at Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, $50,000 ; at Bristol, Rhode Island, (ineiud- 
ing feneing and grading,) $5,000; at New Haven, Connec- 
ticut, 50.000; at Oswego, New York, 810,000; at Platts- 
burg, New York, $10,000; at Newark, New Jersey, 310,000; 
at Norfolk, Virginia, $20,000 ; at Pensacola. Florida, $5,000 ; 
at St. Louis, Missouri, 820,000; at Mobite, Alabama, (in 
cluding fencing aud paving.) $30,000; at Galena, [linois, 
£10,000 ; at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, $10,000; and for aa- 
nui repairs of custom-houses, 815,000; 8257,000,. 

For the completion of marine hospitals atthe following 
places; viz: at Portland, Maine, $3,000; at St. Marks, 
Florida, $2.500 ; at New Orleans, Louisiana, (including fill- 
ing up, grading, and fencing, and the introduction of gas and 
water pipes and fixiures,) $85,000; at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
$00,.00; at Galena, Hlinois, 35,000 ; and for annual repairs 
of marine hospitals, $15,000; $160.5 0. 

For grading, paving, and fenciog the grounds, and for 
furnishing custom houses, atthe following places ; viz: at 
Ellsworth, Maine, $3,000 ; at Bath, Maine, furniture alone, 
$1,100; at Burlington, Vermont, $4.600 ; at New Haven, 
Connecticut, $8,500; at Oswego, New York. 87.300; at 
Plattsburg, New York, @9.900; at Newark, New Jersey, 
$5.200; at Alexandria, Virginia, $3,700; at Norfolk, Vir 
ginia, $12,000; at Mobile, Alabama, turniture alone, 82,600 ; 
at Pensacola, Florida, 32,500; at St. Louis, Missouri, 
$14.600; at Louisville, Kentucky, $3,900; at Cleveland, 
Ohio, $7,100; at Galena, Ilinois, $3,700 ; and at Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin, 37,700 ; &97,100 

For grading, paving, and fencing, and for furnishing ma- 
rine hospitals, at the following places; viz: at Burlington, 
Vermont, $3.40; at Cheisea, Massachusetts, 819,709 5 at 
St. Marks. Florida, $1,200; at Detroit, Miehigan, 87,500 ; at 
Galena, Illinois, $3,800; and at Burlington, lowa, $41,100 ; 


$399,700. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
whether it would be in order to move to amend 
that proposition, by authorizing the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury to borrow the money with which to 
meet that appropriation? [Laughter] 

Mr. EUSTIs. I will state, for the information 
of the House, that the appropriations asked for 
in the amendment are not precisely those which 
are asked for by the Secretary of the Treasury; 
and perhaps I may be permitted to add that they 


j receive his countenance; at all events, | think I 


may state, if Lam to be contradicted—and I cer- 
tainly shall be by the vigilance of the Committee 
of Ways and Means—that the Secretary of the 
Treasury does not oppose, and will not oppose, 
any of these appropriations. The House will 
perceive that they are divided into three classes. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Louisiana whether he omitted the 
appropriation for the ‘Treasury extension by de- 
sign or by accident ? 

Mr. EUSTIS. I omitted it by design, and not 
by accident. As | was saying, the appropriation 
is divided into three classes. 

Mr. GROW. I rise to a point of order. The 
amendment is not in order, because it is not ger- 
mane to this portion of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair is of opinion 
that itis in order, and overrules the point of order. 

Mr. EUSTIS. When I was interrupted by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, | was saying that 
this amendment contains three classes of appro- 
priations. In the first peer, there is an appro- 
priation for $350,000 and one for $300,000 for the 
continuance of the work on the custom-houses 
of Charleston and New Orleans. These works 
are under contract, and we have no discretion. 
The Secretary of the Treasury states in his letter 
that where works are progressing under contract 
there is no discretion withthe Department to limit 
the progress of the works. If they were to stop 
for want of appropriations, the Government would 
be liable for damages, and for damages that might 
be infinitely larger in amount than the appropri- 
ations that are now asked for. The other classes 
of appropriations are necessary to compiete build- 
ings at some ten or twelve places. ‘The aggregate 
amountis some two hundred and fifty-seven thou- 
sand dollars. If the amount be appropriated, be- 
fore the meeting of next Congress these buildings 
wiil be completed; and the Government, instead of 
paying enormous rents to private individuals, will 
have its buildings completed, and will be able to 
occupy them. Therefore, on the principle of sound 
economy, these appropriations which the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means have designedly omit- 
ted to present to this House, are absolutely nec- 
essary for the purpose of saving money to the 
; Government. 
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2, 
B iL, Sir, 


when I look at the bill which the Com- 


ot Way and Means have reported to this 
liou e, lam not pre ured iv that the ap 
proproiations wer nit | from motives of econ- 
omy 1 find on pave 10 an item for the ¢ mmiple 


tion of the Washington Aqueduct, $800,000 


for the Capitol exter mn, $1,000,000; and one for 
the extension of the Genera Post Office, $100,000, 
Enormous sums of money are asked for for the 
completion of pablic buudldings herein the District 
of Columbia I see no reason why the same rule 

ould not apply throughout the whole country. 


If the Gove ves of ec 
nat prepared 


i of the U 


ronment, from moti 
its buildings in different 


ites, let us make the rule 


onomy, 1s 
to complete 
nited Ss 
appli ili n, and 


stop the progre ss 


of buildings in the District of Columbia, as well 
as inthe States. The same remarks that apply 
to custom-houses will apply also to marine hos- 
| . The third class of appropriations Ls for 
fencing, grading, paving, and furnishing build- 


ings which will be completed before the next ses- 
{Here the hammer fell.] 
One of the 


sion of © 


My LI 


mrress 


CHER 


pro wOsitions em- 


braced in this amendment ts for $360,000 for the 
istom-house at New Orleans—a custom-lhous¢ 
which has already had ex donitby the Gov- 


Saal which has sunk 


an average depth of fittes naed three fourthsinches 


ernment a sum of $2,675,253; 


Statement showing the places where Custom- Houses, 


Custom-Houses. 


Location. 





; Excess of " Excess Sen etre Total cost Buildings. 
Revenue cot Expend’s. Net income. stover Revenu Expend’s. Netincome. over Ss2=2u rotal mi In- | over rev 
lected. revenu collected revenue Z = come, eninde: 

Belfast, Maine....... 85.052 05| $6,012 87 $960 82) $2,002 30) $1,203 13 i ‘+ J - | | $16165) — $26,597 70 
iB ae 34,094 08 8,593 53 $25,500 55 178d BO 01 02 4 - | - $27,783 89 84.28] 72 
T ; ee 11.131 36 7.049 03 1,082 33 - 8.966 03 3.237 65 28 38 - - 9.810 71 ways 103,698 13 
iy » eel ee oe O88 67 2s 32.941 04 206,026 24 19.675 46 12.273 34 2 12 - | 138 263,428 36 - | 394,792 81 | 
Ww tldoboro + penens 1,308 02 7,547 14 6,179 12 Ses 34 420 69 107 65 - - | - 6.071 47 | 23,013 12 
Wiscassett “*  ..... 130 93 7.859 09 7.228 16 1,110 78 526 43 524 35 - - - | 6,703 81 | 5.900 00 
Burlington, Vt....... B.O81 70 16.285 43 7,703 77 5,745 65 2,523 14 3,222 51 - - | - | 4.481 26 | 40,036 96 
Barnstable, Mass.... 1.462 75 11,953 20 10,490 55 745 45 394 45 351 03 - | - - *| 10,139 52] 33.370 80 
Gloucester, “ ... 58.461 61 7.117 09 50.744 & . 2,190 77 1,086 19 1,104 5 - - 51,849 10 | a 48.418 31 
a 17,901 74 1137 13 13,76 157 ‘ - 1.379 Bo 42 27 137 5 os - - | 14,502 16 | - 26.400 00 
Providence, R. 1..... 54,700 3b 14,008 12 40,742 24 - 33,155 38 9,037 50 24,117 - 43 64,860 12 - 241.334 33 | 
Piattsburg, N. Y.... 17,492 52 13,829 35 3.963 17 - 1,141 60 Hy 1102 29 - | - 5,073 46 - 66.000 00 
Wilmington, Del »w04 9 15.848 38 13.843 43 - | 3.121 00 6.171 10 - | 26 90.014 53 | - 40.348 30 
Pittsburg, Pa......... 3,599 68 2.360 54 1.239 14 - 35. y 13,4280 00 22.095 82 - | 97 23,334 96 | - 110,000 00 | 
Cinemnati, Ohno..... B1,380 34 1.426 &9 TV 954 45 87.719 30 95249 13 62.470 17 - 113 142,424 62 | - 291 130 83 
Sandusky, © .n.... 1 4 1.372 66 04 8&2 5.722 61 2,670 26 |, 3,052 35 - - - | 752 47 74,571 85 | 
Toledo, ‘“< ® és 103,773 28 3.995 69 99,777 59 8.631 10 8,060 00 | 571 10 - - | 100.348 69 | 75.001 45 
San Francisco, Cal....| 1,581,926 96 102.401 76) 1,170,525 20 134,821 01 31,205 04 | 103,615 97 - - } 1,283,141 17 - | 761,327 95 

B2.272.947 49 | BOH7.839 02 | $1,769,163 43 836,066 24) FO64.61 SLIQ 182 89 | $245,465 39 - - $2,006, 571 76 $28,310 18) $2,443,776 94 

Ovrrice or Consrrucrion, Treasury DerarrMent, February 4, 1858. A. H. BOWMAN, Engineer in charge. 


Statement showing the places where Custom-Houses, Court-Houses, and Post Offices are now 


How 


on ite 


‘ommenced. long will it be 
tter you pi le this stone 


Mr. Patt Will the 
Mr. LETCHER. Th 


since 


it was < 


gentleman permit me— 
ventieman will excuse 


me, as l have but five minutestor piy t o the gen- 

man, l refer the gentleman to the report of 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury for the accuracy 
of my st atement. Itis sinking still; for, in the last 


year, it has sunk on the average two inc hes; and 
you pile upon it, asa matter of course 
it will continu Then, besides 


the more 


the more >to sink. 


all this, here is New York, the great importing 
port of this country, where a custom-house was 


built for $1,105,000, which answered all the pur- 
poses of the Government in 1842; while $2,670,000 
has been expended on the custom-house in New 
Orleans, and $2,000,000 will probably be demé and- 
ed to« omp leteit. And here let me tell the gent tle- 
man that he is undera slight mistake when he says 
that the New Orleans custom-house is being built 
by contract; and there again I refer him to the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury, where itis 
stated, on page 134, that itis be ing built te the 
nent, 

es let me take another case: here is Oswego, 
in New York, $113,000 has been already 
cuconniil d to build acustom-house, and where, 
vccording to the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, $12,000 has been paid for a job, and 


Govern 


where 
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complete it. 
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a contract made to build it for $77,000. Thy 
is $89,000 for which it was to have been eom- 
pleted, while there has been already appropriated 
$113,800, and they are here now asking for $10,006 
more. Worse than that, at that point, after takine 
the postage and the revenue, the Government 
annually left in debt $6,020. 

Here is Cincinnati. It costs $6,437 53 to sup- 
port the sailors at the hospital, while the whole 
income is but $2,000. They have expended there 
as wellas I recollect, about one hundred and thir- 
ty-six thousand dollars to build the marine hos- 
pital, and they want $50,000 more. 

Here is Belfast, in Maine, where you are ask- 
ing money to comple te a custom- -house—whe re 
the Government gets one hundred and Sixty-one 
dollars each year, after taking the whole revenue 
and postage, and where they have got $18,000, 
Here is Ellsworth—the same over again. Now 
what I have to say to the gentleman from Louis- 
lana is this: the 
contracted for to be built for $77,000, and the lot 
only cost $12,000. They have had $113,000 ap- 
propriated, and now they want more money to 
There is twenty thouSand dollars 
odd, over and above the amount appropriated for 
the purpose, and yet they ask for more. I refer 
gentlemen, for full information on the subject, to 
the following tables: 


re 


is 


ourt-Houses, and Post Offices have been finished since 1850, the revenue collected at each, and cost of col- 
em for the last fiscal year, &c., &c., with total cost of building. 


Post Offices. 








regates. | 


3 | Agg 
; 
7 
7 


houses, 


—' Total cost of 














consiructing, the revenue collected at each, and cost of collection, for 


the last fiscal year, &c., &c., with the amownt appropriated. 


ae | 
Custom houses. Post Offices. | e S Agaregates. | 
a 
Location. ee poeenst BEE pee rrr —|Total amounts 
Revenue . : ; macess of Revenue . . ih Excess te2—~ | Total net Total cost of) appropriated. 
Eee Expend’s. | Net income. | cost over| — one Expend’s. 'Netincome.) over 5 ~ | se pases collection 
collected. | revenue, | collected. revenue, =; = | sncome. over rey. 

Elsworth, Maine... $94 96) $5,032 09 $4,077 13, $1,156 39 $631 70 $524 69 - - $3,552 44 | = B18.500 00 
Portsmo uth, N. w.. 5,530 54} luge 49 9,493 95 4.999 53} 2075 8 2,923 71 - - 2,530 24 116,300 00 
New Haven, Conn 952.959 BL] 90.495 14 $931,834 17 2.334 42 | 5.271 00 17.063 42 a $248,297 59 7 | 123.200 00 
Buffalo, N. ¥..... 10.140 53 16.896 51 - 6.755 98) 46.827 67 93.118 92 983.708 75 * ’ 16.952 77 . | 290,800 00 
Oswego, * nee 6.149 09) 18.214 58 12,065 49 9,120 29 | 3.074 90 6.045 39 ‘ 020 10 113.800 00 
Newark, N.J...... Re4 30 1,595 55} - 1211 25 18,902 71 4.995 00 13.977 71 | ‘ | 12.766 46 | ~ 146,800 00 
Georgetown, DL ©., 95.527 90 4.077 89 21,450 01 - 5.269 51 | 2.583 8&9 2.684 62 - | 94.134 63 - 60,000 00 
Alexandria, Va..... 1.297 17 5.211 91 2.085 26 9909 14 3.629 24 7 a 7.665 19 | - 68.000 00 
Norfolk, ” eee 61.370 68 49.070 98 12,299 70 | 10,089 83 4.259 53 5. oi | 18,130 00 | ‘ 197.652 53 
Petersburg ses 53.262 43 6.365 Bl 46.896 66 ° | 11,068 76 3.900 00 | 7.168 76 | s 54.065 42 ‘ 103,200 00 
Richmond, “ ... 101.781 21 8,272 44 93,508 77 - | 32.859 60 11,938 44} 20,921 16 ° | 114,429 93 | é 250.000 00 
Wheeling, “ .. 22.125 97 1,134 52 20,991 45 | - 10,552 98 9,990 GO | 562 98 | - 21,554 43 | - 117,30) 00 
Charleston, 8. C... 510,578 16} 69,542 28 441,035 88 - 43,005 89 | 10,587 00 | 32,419 89 - | 473,455 77 | - 1,703,000 00 
Mobile, Ala. ....... 138,810 31 51,909 63 86,900 68 31,341 35 | 7.67379 | 23,668 16 - 110,568 8&4 - 360,000 00 
Pensacola, Fla...... 178 73 3.012 62 33 80 898 96 | 546 22 | 352 74 | . ‘ | 2181 15 | 38.500 00 
New Orleans, La 3,601,259 36) 263,985 05) 3,337,274 31 . 108,905 35 | 26,520 45 | 82,384 90 | - 3,419,659 21 F 9.675.258 00 
Galveston, Texas., 50,081 99) 17,187 77] 32,894 22 | 7,610 82 4,856 66 2,754 16 | . 35,648 38 a 116,000 00 
St. Louis, Mo... 265,703 78 10,857 93 | 354,845 85 - 72.650 87 19,798 30 52,852 57 | | - 407,698 42 - 353,300 00 
Lowisville, Ky..... 15.514 St 689 41 | 14,825 11 | 33,685 95 11,683 33 22.002 02 | . 36,227 73 - | 258,745 00 
Cleveland, Olio 79.812 42 6.565 81 | 73,246 61 | 40.249 74 | 15,066 22 | 25,183 62 | - 98,430 13 . 159,800 00 
Detroit, Mich 146.716 33 19,556.05 127,160 30 | 27,292 77 | 15,033 00 | 12,259 77 | - 139,420 07 | - 153,860 00 } 
hicago, HM. ....... 145,662 49) 14,349 Q9 131,313 20 } 81,380 09} 45,220 12 | 36,159 97 | 167,473 17 - 414,900 00 
Galena, “  .. sss. 763 32} 625 59 137 73 . | 6,304 31 2,170 00 4,134 31 | - 4.271 72| . 71,500 00 
Dubuque, lowa..... 20,254 50 761 10 19,493 40 | 18,872 95 9,452 65 9,420 30 - 28.913 70 | - 138,800 00 
Milwaukee, Wis... 284,792 88) 5,962 86 | 278,830 02 . | 26,436 46 | 5,669 63 | 20,766 83 | ° 299,596 85 | . 142,000 00 
dutland,” Vt....... . 1,852 87 | 1,017 21 835 66 | 4C.&D. 835 66 | a 72,900 00 
Windsor,* ae - 1.46 64 687 20 559 44 | —" 559 44 | . 76.000 00 
Indianapolis,* Ind.. 14.639 05 12.154 73 2.484 39 58 ‘“ 2.484 39 | : 123,700 | 
tana iene iil ‘ei . a ss aaa tnisiest nating th tl cael, | crm catia itsieaaaes id ahtaticiecnsinamintaae 
$5,007 212 95 SG12.987 J | $5,997,023 33 $32,097 69)8698,665 50 ($263,534 95 |8435,230 55 | - | $5,744,439 83} $14,283 93 | $8,463,755 53 | 


* Court house. 


Orrice or Consrreerioy, Treasury DerpaRTMENT, 


February 17, 












































A. H. BOWMAN, Engincer in Charge. 
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Statement showing the places where Custom-Houses, Court-Houses, and Post Offices have been authorized, but not commenced, the revenue collected at each, and cost 
of collection for the last fiscal year, Yc., ¥c., with amounts appropriated, 


Custom Houses. 


Post-Offices. 





Locations. 








Aggregates. | ' 








—— - Total amount 
a h.xcess of > ‘ Excess a Total cost) appropriat 
Re ican col- Expend’s. | Net income. cost over maw a Expend’s. Net income.) over Fotal net in- | ver rey ee | 
ected. collected , | come. | } 
revenue. revenue } enue, i | 
' 
Ogdensburg, N. Y..... $10,008 45 | $7,932 31 22,076 14 $5,091 99 | 2.452 76 | $2,639 23 | 84.715 37 £100,000 00 
perth Amboy, oe 1.531 73 4,471 79 - $2,940 06 R60, 39 476 28 384 11 | . . $2,556 15 ” 24.000 00 
Knoxville, ‘Tenn...... 18.091 14 1,347 48 16,743 66 } 1734 18 1.942 31 | 40 18.685 07 96.800 00 | 
Nashville, 18,022 00 990 63 17,031 37 Oe 8.457 36 | 11,878 71 | 50 28,910 08 | } 124,509 00 | 
Cairo, 1il...+. oe wee] 34,259 44 2.941 61 32,017 83 - | 2,000 00 1692) - 32,434 75 | 50,000 00 | 
Astoria, Oregon. .... 4.173 64 | 21,254 51 17,080 87 291 Gf 160 17 13162) - ‘ | 16,949 37) 41,158 22 | 
Roston, Mass.*........| 7,240,308 72 | 414,660 63 | 6,925,648 09 - | 215,431 92) 56,963 75 | 158468 17) - 256 6.984.116 26 | 100,000 00 | 
Baltimore, Md.*.......; 1,473,797 87 | 141,619 78 | 1,332,178 09 - } 116,330 46 28,064 47 88,265 a . 195 1.562.063 86 900/000 00 | 
Columbia, 8.C.*...... - - - | 4,477 60 2.724 91 4,752 ad 4,752 69 | 50,000 00 
Raleigh, N. C.*..-..0.0. - . . - | 1340 95 3,462 70 878 25 . | 8 878 2 | 50,000 00 
Key West, Fia.*...... 10,480 54 9,688 09 | 792 45 - 1.363 05 572 56 790 49 - | 55 1,582 94 : 44.000 60 
Tailahassee, Fla.*..... - - - . } 2,031 26 | 974 36 1,056 90 - 16 1,056 90 r | 50,000 00 
Memphis, Tenn.*..... 112,883 90 | 5,185 89 107,698 01 - 16,034 02 6.644 18 | 9.939 &4 - - 117.637 &5 50.000 60 | 
Springfield, [ll.*....... - | - - - | 8.716 63 3,917 97 | 4,798 71 ~ 48 4,798 71 | 61,000 00 | 
Madison, WEREs 2.08 enn - | - - - | 13,347 64 3,919 96° 9,427 68 - 17 9.427 68 = | 50,000 00 | 


$5.923.557 43 3609, 392 72 | $8,334,185 64 


“ 


* Court House. 
Orrick OF CONSTRUCTION, 


Statement showing the places where Custom-Houses, Court-Houses, and Post Offices have been asked for but 
of collection the last fiscal year, 











$20,020 93,9418,297 13 $122,595 61 


$295,771 52 


Treascry DeparTMENT, March 1, 1858. 






















7 ; $8,771,061 31 


o2 BI, 101, 458 23 


F19,505 


A. H. BOWMAN, Engineer in Charge. 


not authorized, the revenue collected at each, and cost 


with the estimated cost of buildings. 














| Custom-Houses. Post Offices. Aggregates. 
Estimated 
Location. , aS ee ee ee Ye = cost ot 
venue Excess ot levenue | Excess (ides » | Potal cost building 
ee Expend’s. Net income. ; cost over poem | Expend’s. Netincome.| over epee * | over rev and site.{ 
revenue, revenue, ; enue, 

Machias, Maine..... $608 71 $2.605 72 S $1,997 01 S798 11| 4767) $321 40 ‘ i $1,675 61 $20,000 | 
Piymouth, Mass..... 395 12 3,216 04 - 2,820 92 2.090 36 | 1.099 44 |} 990 92 | - “ | 1,830 00 20.000 
Roston,* ses - - - - 215,431 92] 56.963 75 | 158,468 17 $158,468 17 : 1.900.000 | 
Hartford,* Conn..... - - | - - 23,604 46 | 7.675 39 15.929 07 - 15.929 07 . 150.000 
Bridgeport, ** ..... 805 44 1,766 24 - 960 80 7.868 36 | 2,957 57 4,910 79 | - 3,949 99 | - 100,900 
Rochester, he 128,722 48 6,549 23 $122,173 25 - | 26.856 60 | 6.449 75 | 20,406 25 ‘a 142°579 50 : 200,000 | 
Sage Harbor, 723 72 635 72 88 00 ‘ 1,448 27 | 720 12 728 15 - | 816 15 | : 20.000 | 
Sackett’s Harbor, * 28,997 = 6,004 5 20,992 97 714 67 | 381 47 | - ~ 6 | 50.000 | 
New York, 66 8,510, 733 7§ 1,213,099 77 | 41,297,654 02 - 691.389 96 | 159.459 69 53 959 | 2.000.000 | 
Albany.t - | - - - | 45,414 85 | 19.074 79 26.3 | ‘ | 17 06 | = 200,000 
Srooklyn.t | . . : : : 4,735 00} 12,520 49 - «| - 17,520 49 + 1,000,000 | 
Camden,t N. J eee 499 10 290 16 119 24 - | . | 1.368 53 | 496 00 | - 2 61524 | 100.000 
Trenton.t ** ..e0.» - - - - 3 | 2.800 00 5,783 53 | - | 110 §.783 53 100,000 | 
Jersey City, f** 2... | - | - - - | 2,800 00 4,917 OL} - - 4,917 O01 100,000 
Annapolis, +Md.. 180 75 929 20 | - 748 45 2.360 65 | 1,191 29 1,169 36 a 420 91 50.000 
Harrisburg,f Pa.. - | - | - - } 23,724 26 8,583 31 } 15,140 95 - - 15,140 95 | 50.000 | 
Charleston,{ 5 C.. ae 441,100 78 58,263 41 382,837 37 - | 43.006 18 | 10,587 00 | 32.419 18 - ineclud’g Co | 415.256 55 500.000 | 
Greenville,t “se. - | “ | . 1,916 14 | 882 52 | 1,033 62 | . jumbia, 113 | 1.033 62 50,000 | 
Macon.t OO ee - ° | - - | 8,938 91 3.361 17 | 5.577 74 | - - 5.577 74 50.000 | 
Montgomeryf, Ala.. - - - | - 8,883 85 | 7A04 07 1,479 73 | - 10 1,479 78 50,000 | 
Vicksburg, Miss..... 2,317 40 709 96 1,607 44 - | 5,904 71 | 3,451 26 | 2,453 45 | - * 4,060 89 50,000 | 
Paducah,t Ky.....0. 6,710 90 559 74 6,151 16 | - 1,909 22 898 30 1,100 92 - ° 7.252 08 50,000 | 
Tyletit Terheescscss | - | - | - - ols 3B | 253 75 264 63 | - 20 264 63 | 50,000 
Columbus,j Ohio.... | - - - - | 14.671 18 10,446 53 4,294 65 | - 4.994 65 | 150,000 | 
Burlington, Towa.... | 8.810 40 | 1,177 54 | 7,632 86 | - | 6,854 95 3.155 85 3,699 10 | a" 10 11.331 66 ; 50,000 | 
lowa City,f © a... z | Z | = | 6,930 33 | 2.000 00 4.930 33 | - 10 | 4.930 33 | 50,000 | 
Keokuk, = “*. wos} 11,390 90 | 862 46 10,528 54 | - 7.287 63 3,470 24 3,317 39 | - - 14,345 &3 50,000 | 
Sioux Clay, * ....| é | : ; . 1,098 83 535 64 513 19 | - 513 19 50,000 | 
New Albany, Ind... 2,141 10 382 53 | 1.758 57 | - | 4.837 94 | 2.000 00 2.837 94 . . 4.596 51 | 50.000 
Quincy, Il.......0- 1,951 89 435 73 1,526 16 - 7.369 83 2.000 00 5,369 83 ° ° 6,895 99 | 50,000 } 
mee,” ecb cess | 1,020 95 | 525 00 495 95 | - | 4.275 66 | 2.053 71 2.291 95 | . ‘ 2.717 90 | a 50.000 | 
ew eee | 210 20 | 363 60 - 153 40 | 8,512 69 3,589 26 4, 927 43 | - 4.927 43 ~ 50.00) 
St. Paul’s, Minn..... | - - | - - | 10,978 90 3,278 75 7.700 15 . 7,700 15 | - 50,000 

}$43,145,.261 41 | $1,298,< 376 56 ‘S41, 853,565 43 | $6,680 58 | $1,226,107 76 $336,150 86 $8 389.956 90 5 90 | - $42,740,500 76 | $3,505 61 | $6,560,000 | 








* Post office. 
t Court-house. 
{ These estimates are such as would be asked for, judging | 


Orrice or Construction, TREASURY DePartTMENT, M 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I moveto amend the amend- 
ment by adding a provision of $500,000 for the 
Treasur y eXtension. 

Mr. Chairman, I was a good deal astonished 
to hear the remarks of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Lercner,] who is usually very cle: ar 
in his statements; and | send to the Clerk’s desk, 
and ask to have read, a letter from Mr. Bowman, 
who sends up the information upon which the es- 
timates are based. 

The Clerk read the letter, as follows: 

Treasury Department, May 6, 1858. 

Sir: In my annual report to you on the condition of the 
several buildings being erected under the Treasury Depart- 
ment, | had the honor to call attention to the appropriations 
required to be made, to carry on the works with economy— 
having a proper reg: urd to the pecuniary embarrassinent of 
the Treasury. 

Since that period (September 30) the works have pro- 
gressed with increased vigor, owing to the abundance and 
comparative cheapness of materials and labor, consequent 
upon the hard times. ‘The result has been, that larger ex- 
penditures have been made than could then be anticipated. 
As most of the works are being done by contract, it was 
impossible to restrain the increased expenditures. 


rom this cause the unexpended balances that were ex- || 


pected to be available for the first two quarters of the next ' 


»y others for like places and purposes. 


arch 2, 1858. 


| fiscal year are greatly reduced, and, 
tirely expended. Owing to this increased vigor in prosecat- 
ing the works, many of them will be finished, if the neces 
sary appropriations are now made, before the next meeting 
of Congress. 

In view of these circumstances, and to avoid damages 
vhich the contractors will not fail to demand if the works 
are suspended, and at the same time to save the large 
amounts now annually paid for rent of buildings, which 
those in question are designed to replace, [ would most re- 
spectfully recommend that Congress be requested to make 
the following appropriations: All designed to complete, in 
every particular, all the buildings named, except the cus- 
tom houses at New Orieans and Charleston, and the Treas- 
ury extension, of which latter the sum asked will finish the 
south, and a portion of the west wing. 

I also subjoin other estimates in gross, accompanied by 
others in detail, of the amounts necessary to fence, grade, 
and furnish these buildings that are now completed, or that 
will be finished before the next meeting of Congress. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, A. H. BOWMAN, 

Engineer in charge of Treasury Department. 


Hon. Howett Coss, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. Now, Mr. Chairman, if 
the gentleman from Virginia refers to the report, 
he will find that the labor at New Orleans is done 


in some instances, en- | 


A. H. BOWMAN, Engineer in Charge. 


done. 


The Government does not supply the ma- 
terials. 


They contract for them; and that is one 


| of the points which the gentleman seems to for- 


get. He tells you that a custom-house has been 
built at New York for $1,000,000, and that up- 
wards of two million dollars has been already ex - 
pended at New Orleans. Te tells you that the 
city of New York is the largest importing city in 
the United States; and that is true, and I am very 


| proud of it; but he forgets to tell you at the same 


time that New Orleans is the largest exporting 
city in the United States; and that the people of 
New York have never complained that the cus- 
tom-house is not sufficient, but are perfectly sat- 
isfied with it; whereas it became elie ne- 
cessary to build a large custom-house at New 
Orleans. If too much money has been expended 
upon it, who is to blame? 1s it the fault of the 
port of New Orleans, or is it the fault of the man- 
ner in which the building has been contracted for 
and carried on? What have this vigilant commit- 
tee been about, that they have permitted money 


| to be expended i in this manner, that ought not to 
‘ by the Government; but that, sir, is all that is ) have been expended? The difference i in the price 





> 


a 
e 


ae 


rial eg 


“7 


A er AA FOTN A A ROU OREN eee 


Uy A 


7's 


.e~ 





2222 


of labor, and the difficulty of obtaining the mate- 
rials necessary to carry on the work, may per- 
haps have made this building cost more than it 
ouvhtto |} avé donne ? 

ut the gentleman tells you that too much 
money has been expended at Oswego, New York. 
Why, what have we to do with that ? 


estimate 


These are 
furnished by the Treasury Department 
Congress ha alread y appropriate d large sums of 
moncy for these The buildings are in 
course of erection; and are you going to stop now 
and throw away all you have done, and years 
afterwards begin again? Or wi!l you go on and 
the works as you ought to do, and as 


pomts, 


complete 
the wants and interests of the country require you 
todo? Itdoes seem to me that when the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had these various 
estimates before them, they ought to have seen 
that upwards of two million dollars has been ex- 
pended at New Orleans, and that $300,000 was 
necessary to carry on the work and complete the 
Why do they propose to stop the work ? 
‘ause they say the Treasury is embarrassed. 
Why is 
tom-house has been improperly builtor too much 
money has been expended upon it?) If itis not, 
there is no just reason why the mone V should 
not be expended on it now that is necessary to 
The Committee of Ways and Means 
have reported an ap ropriation of 4500 .0U0 for the 
Washington aqueduct, and $1,000,000 for the 
Capitol extensic Y 
were doing that, they ought to have shown some 


building 
+ 


itembarrassed? Is it because this cus- 


complete it 


mn, and itseems to that when they 


respect to other sections of the country. I do 
not complain of these appropriations which they 
have recommended, for Lam ready and willing at 
all times to vote for any sums which are esti- 
mated for by the Treasury Department; and if we 
have not got the money, let us borrow it and go 
on and complete these buildings. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman from Louis- 
jiana had better find out how I vote upon that 
aqui duct appropriation before he undertakes to 
arraign me before the House on that subject. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Your committee reported it. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
Butwhen T vote against itjas I shall do, that will 
be at least my justification before the country. 

Now . Sir, the 
been very parti 
the sinking of the piles of this New Orleans cus- 


Ah, that 1s another thing. 


ntleman from Loutsiana has 
‘ular to say nothing at all about 


tom-house, although it is to be found on page 105 
of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in a report from this identical gentleman, Mr. 


Bowman, whom he so strongly relies on. He 
RBAVS Liere: 

‘he building still continues to settic, but with a dimin 
ished rt as the accompanving table shows. Whether 
this decreased ratio (as compared with former vears, when 
more weight was added in a given time than has been added 
this veoa is due to the less weight added, or to the tact 


that it has reached tirm ground, cannot be ascertained with 
accut 


Maximum settiementsince Dec. 6, 1851, 19 339 10010 inches. 


Miniunum 1129 100 
Mean 6 “ 6s $6 15 67-100 
Maximum settlement during year end 

ing September, 1857 . 297-109 


Miniunom settlement during year ending 


NORE, BGS 6 nancesennedntacvanse 75.100 66 
Mean settlement during year ending Sep 
peas TEST vvcoce 60200006 c0scs0 s600 171-100 ée 


Now, I put the question to the House whether, 
when itis report d here by the officer in charee 
of the construction of the building, that the build- 
ing at New Orleans, on which we have expended 
over two million dollars, and which will require 
something more than two million more to com- 
plete it, is sinking, they are going on to expend 
that additional sum when the building is settling 
and sinking in such a manner as to jeopard itvery 
much? 

Mr. DAVIDSON. 
with the building ? 

Mr. LETCHER. If evidence is furnished to 
me thata house which has been begun is not going 
to stand, I shall quit right there, and not spend 
more money upon it; and when it is demonstrated 
to me that a house which is in process of build- 
ing, is sinking under every row of stone that is 
yxut upon its walls, | think it is time to ston and 
et to ascertain the result of the expenditure. 

But there is another thing in this connection. 
Why is it, Lask—the gentleman from Louisiana 
does not explain it satisfactorily to me at least— 
that it requires so much more to commence and 
prosecute the work on this custom-house at New 


What are you going todo 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Orleans than it took to build a custom-house at || 
New York? The gentleman says thatit is owing || 
to the increased price of provisions and supplies. 
Now. mark you, it took $1,105,000 to build a cus- 
tom-house at New York; and you have already 
spent $2,675,000 on the custom-house at New Or- 
leans; and you are now asked for enough to make 
it up to $3,000,000. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. It is twice as large as the 
New York custom-office. 

Mr. LETCHER. Why should it be twice as 
larce? If the business is not as great as that in 
New York, where is the necessity for a house 
twice the size todo it in? I apprehend there is 
none. Then, sir, it seems to me that, upon every 
fair principle, it is time that we should look into 
this matter. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. IT would ask the gentleman 
if he knows how much the warehouses at New 
York cost the Government? 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not know how much 
they cost; but I suppose that the warehouses are 
not in larger number than is necessary to acco- 
mmodate the goods to be stored. | suppose the 
ventleman does not mean to contend that the cus- 
tom house at New Orleans is to supply the place 
of all the warehouses. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. They are already in the 
custom-house. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then it must be because 
there is far less trade there than there is in New 
York. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Look at the statistics, and 
you will see. | now withdraw my amendment. 
“ Mr. EUSTIS. I renew the amendment. Mr. 
Chairman, I have to say, in answer to the re- 
marks of the gentleman froin Virginia in reference 
to the soil of Louisiana, that Lam not responsible 
for the quality of that soil, nor for the difficulties 
which we have to encounter in the erection of pub- 
lic buildings. What the gentleman from Louis- 
iana has complained of has happened in the erec- 
tion of every public building of large dimensions 
in the city of New Orleans. If the gentleman will 
look on page 117 of the report of Captain Bow- 
man, he will find it there stated, in reference to 
the marine haspital at New Orleans, that the soil 
was so compressible that piling was found neces- 
sary, and that piles have been driven under the 
whole building, sufficient, as it is believed, to se- 
cure it from danger of settling. 

But, sir, this is not the first time that objections 
ofthissort have been made. Some thirty, or forty, 
or fifty years azo—of course beyond my recollec- 
tion—it was strongly believed that three-story 
buildings could not be erected in the city of New | 
Orleans. After a while the eyes of the people 
were opened, and they found that byildings of 
three, four, and five stories could be erected. 

It is true that this custom-house has settled 
enormously since the work was first berun; but 
by referring to the very tables which the gentle- 
man has introduced, we find that within the last 
year it has only settled one inch, while for the 
previous years the average has been two inches 
per year; so that his arguments that the building 
sinks more with every new layer of stone, do not 
follow at all from his facts. 


We might as well hold Captain Bowman, or ! 


the contractor for building the custom-house in 
New Orleans, responsible for the soil of Louisiana; 
you might as well hold me responsible for the 
crevasse that has lately taken place; you might 
as well say that because a part of our country is 
under water, that therefore we shall not have our 
custom-house completed. There is as much force, 
there is as much reason, there is as much logic 
in that proposition as in the proposition of the 
gentleman from Virginia. 

The gentleman misunderstood me in another 
point. I did not say that the work for the com- 
pletion of that custom-house was all under con- 
tract. When I said the work was under contract, 
I said it as a general remark. I made the remark 
because it was so stated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his letter upon the subject, and be- 
cause it was so stated in the report of Captain 
Bowman, who has charge of the work. And I 
have seen no reason whatever, in the arguments 
which have been made by gentlemen against this 
amendment, why this appropriation should not 
be made. If the House will consider this matter, 
if they will give it one minute’s attention, they 


will find that, according to the substance of the | 
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letter of the Secretary of the Treasury and tho 
communication of the engineer who has charge of 
the work, the Government will absolutely make 


money by voting these appropriations. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. 1 am opposed to tho 
amendment of the gentleman from Louisiana. _ 

Mr. EUSTIS. I will withdraw it. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I object to the gentleman’s 
withdrawing it; I wish to speak in opposition to it. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I give notice to 
the gentleman that I shall insist on his confinino 
himself to the amendment. - 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Very well. In the firs: 
place Iam opposed to this $500,000 for the Treas. 
ury extension, for the reason that I think the 
Treasury building already is capable of holding 
all the funds we have to put in it, or shall be 
likely to have for some time to come;I can there. 
fere see no reason why we should -appropriate 
$500,000 to complete the Treasury Department, 
I think it would be much better to take care of 
the money which we have in the old building, 

And, sir, I am opposed to the original amend- 
ment, certainly, so faras the appropriation for the 
custom-house in Ellsworth, in the State of Maine, 
is concerned, where they collect $954 revenue, 
while the building has cost $18,000, and the cost 
of collecting the revenue is upwards of three thou- 
sand dollars per year. 

In Portsmouth, New Hampshire, the amount 
collected is $5,034, while thé cost of collecting jt 
is more than ten thousand dollars per annum. 

In Oswego, New York, the amount collected is 
$6,000 per annum, and the cost of collecting it 
$18,000. : 

In Newark, New Jersey, they collect the sum of 
$384, at an expenditure of $1,500. 

At Galena, Illinois, the amount of revenue col- 
lected, is $763, and it requires an expenditure of 
$625 to collect it. 

There has been already expended at Ports- 
mouth, $116,000 for a custom-house, where they 
collect $5,000. P 

At Oswego, they have expended $113,000 fora 
custom-house, where they collect $6,000 per ay- 
num. 

At Newark, New Jersey, they have expended 
$146,000 for a custom-house, at which there is 
collected the sum of $384 per annum. 

Now, I ask with what propriety can this com- 
mittee vote the amount of money which is asked 
for by the amendment of the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana in regard to the places | have named? and 
with whet propriety can I be called upon to vote 
an additional appropriation for Galena, in Illinois, 
when we collect there $763, and have already paid 
out $71,000? 

For these reasons, Mr. Chairman, I am opposed 
to the amendment in regard to the Treasury ex- 
tensiun appropriation, as well as to the amend- 
ment which has been offered. And I am opposed 
to it for another reason, which is, that this whole 
‘question is now under investigation by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and yet that com- 
mittee, having more information than this com- 
mittee can possibly have, are not prepared to pass 
upon it. 

| Here the hammer fell.] 

‘The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Davinson, and renewed by Mr. 
Eustis, and it was rejected. 

Mr.GOODWIN. I move toamend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Louisiana by increas- 
ing the appropriation to $400,000. 

1 desire, Mr. Chairman, to reply very briefly 
to the remarks made by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Lercner,] in regard to the custom- 
house at the port of Oswego, as those remarks 
are calculated to create a wrong impression 1) 
regard to the facts, and to the business of that 
port and that custom-house. In regard to the 
custom-house at that point, I will say that the 
contracts for the erection have been under te 
supervision and control of the proper officers ¢! 
the Government. In regard to the making and 
executing of those contracts [I have nothing to 
say, because they are not drawn into question 
here. I will simply remark that the money has 
been expended by the agents of the Government, 
and the propriety and necessity of the expenditure 
are recognized by the Department, and the buiid- 
ing so far completed that only a few thousand 
dollars more is required to complete it so as te 
enable the Government to use it. They are now 


18 


hirin 
rent 
woul 
of e} 
Gov 
desig 
T! 
the a 
at th 
the | 
treat 
then 
the { 
abov 
that 
mere 
lion 
whic 
Unit 
allow 
that 
grea 
term 
long 
are t 
tion 
quan 
into 
cess: 
port 
treat 
labo: 
they 
fair, 
and 
pon 
brou 
upon 
form 
upol 
the § 
the ¢ 
porn 
very 
gard 
lects 
TI 
weg 
and | 
inou 
Prov 
In th 
easy 
cers, 
them 
as 1s 
yield 
hunc 
colle 
trade 
tion 
sull, 
not | 
its tr 
priat 
(I 
M 
injus 
place 
facts 
try, 
pre St 
Ing t 
the Vy 


that 
tom- 
Was 
colle 

M 
ceed 
that 
erect 
treat 
low, 
dolla 
if the 
dolla 
ation 
plus 
tabli 





in’s 
O it, 
» to 
ling 


first 
eas- 

the 
ding 
| be 
ere. 
riate 
lent, 
e of 


r 


end- 
rthe 
nine, 
nue, 

cost 


hou- 


jount 
ne it 
n. 

ed is 


ne it 
am of 


e col- 
ire of 


Ports: 
they 


) fora 
of al: 


ended 


ere 1s 


:com- 
asked 
1 Lou- 
? and 
0 vote 
linois, 
y paid 


yposed 
ry ex- 
mend- 
post d 
whole 
Com- 
t com: 
; com- 
tO pass 


idment 
yy Mr. 


umend- 
nereas- 


briefly 
im Vir- 
ustom- 
emarks 
sion in 
of that 
to the 
hat the 
der the 
cers of 
ng and 
hing to 
nestion 
ney has 
ronment, 
nditure 
e build- 
ousand 
o as to 
are noW 


1858 


hiring a building for a custom-house and paying 
rent for it, while eight or ten thousand dollars 
would complete the custom-house in the course 
of erection so that it could be occupie vl by the 
Government for the purposes for which it was 
designed. 

The gentleman from Virginia has spoken of 
the amount of duties received by the Government 
at that port. Ifthe gentleman would go back to 
the years before the making of the reciprocity 
treaty, he would find that the revenue far exceeded 
then what it does at the present time, and yielded 
the Government a handsome income over and 
above allexpenses. Let me tell that gentleman 
that the internal and coastwise trade and com- 
merce of Oswego amounts to more than fifty mil- 
lion dollars annually; that it is the main point at 
which property and goods are imported into the 
United States from Canada under the treaty which 
allows certain articles to come in free of duty; 
that the work now performed at that port is 
greater under the provisions of that treaty in de- 
termining What goods are to be received as be- 
longing to the free list, and in determining what 
are to be excluded, than it was before the forma- 
tion of that treaty. As that treaty allows alarge 
quantity of goods and property to be imported 
into this country from Canada tree of duty, i it ne- 
cessarily follows that the duties collected at that 
port are less than before the adoption of that 
treaty, although the imports at that point, and the 
lavor performed by the officers there, exceed what 
they did before the treaty. Therefore it is not 
fair, in computing the cost of the custom-house, 
and the salaries of the officers located at that 
point, to judge of them by the amount of money 
brought into the Treasury by way of revenue 
upon imports, because there are labors to be per- 
formed in regard to property and goods imported 
upon which no duties are to be collecte d. And 
the gentleman, in order to make out, the cost to 
the Government of maintaining officers at that 
point, includes in his estimate the salaries of the 
very men who have to perform these duties ia re- 
gard to goods upon which the Government col- 
lects no duties. 

These are the facts in regard to the port of Os- 
wego. ‘The custom-house has been commenced 
and is nearly completed. It isan important point 
inour trade with the Canadas. Itstrade with those 
Provinces is greater than thatof ail the other ports 
in the United States put together. ‘Therefore it is 
easy to see the extent of the duties of those offi- 
cers, and the amount of labor to be performed by 
them, and the necessity for a custom-house such 
as is being erected. In times past this port has 
yielded the Government a revenue, exceeding by 
hundreds of thousands of dollars the cost of its 
collection, and now its imports are double and its 
trade greater than in those times, but a large por- 
tion of the imports are not charge d with duties; 
sull, as is apparent, the labor to “be performed is 
not diminished, but increased. The amount of 


its trade and commerce fully justifies this appro- | 


priation. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. LETCHER. I have no desire to do any 
in jusuce to the port of Oswego, or to any other 
place in this country, and when I refer to the 
facts certified here, upon the records of the coun- 
try, it seems to me that l am doing no injustice in 
presenting those facts to the committee, and ask- 
ing them to give them that consideration to which 
they are entitled. 

Mr.GOODWIN. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him one question just here? 

Mr. LETCHER. If will. 

Mr. GOODWIN. Is the gentleman not aware 
that the amount of revenue “received at the cus- 
tom-house at Oswego before the reciprocity treaty 
was adopted, considerably exceeded the cost of 
collecting the revenue at that point? 

Mr. LETCHER. If the rece ipts did not ex- 
ceed the cost of collection, all | have to say isy 
that the Government made a very bad bargain in 
erecting the custom-house. Since the reciprocity 
treaty was made, the revenue has run down very 
low, and it costs three dollars now to collect every 
dollar the Government gets at that port. Now, 
if the revenue was twenty-five or thirty thousand 
dollars before the reciprocity treaty went into oper- 
ation, it cost $18,000 to collect it, leaving a sur- 
plus of only $12,000, while it cost $113, 000 to es- 
tablish a custom- -house there. So that even in 


that point of view the Government made a very 
bad bargain. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would ask the gentleman 
whether the duties of the custom-house officials 
at that point, as well as at some other points in 
the country, are not rather to prevent smuggling 
than ia caine money? : 

Mr. LETCHER. I shorld not su; ppose there 
would be much smuggling when there is a reci- 
procity treaty which allows goods to come in free. 

Mr. GOODWIN. All goods are not admitted 
free. 

Mr. LETCHER. If it took all these men to 
collect revenue when there was a full trade, it 
seems to me that we might reduce the number 
when business is slack. 

Mr. HATCH. I would ask the gentleman from 
Virginia whether he would be willing to open the 
ports of the Governmentas a matter of economy, 
and abolish all the revenue districts in the North- 
west? 

Mr. LETCHER. I take it that the fact of re- 
fusing to build a custom-house, or of building a 
custom-house, has nothing to do with the policy 
of the Government in regard to free-trade ox, the 
collection of revenue ata port. 
of very recent growth. It has all sprung up since 
the year 1841. Howdid the Government collect 
its revenue before that time? There was no ne- 
cessity then to build custom-houses. The sys- 
tem was begun in 1841, and has been carried 
on ever since. Within the last few years it has 
grown more extravagantand profligate, until now 
custom: houses are located at multitudes of points 
where the whole revenue collected does not pay 
the interest on the money expende ‘d. 

Now, I say that this is bad policy. The 
appropriations are made to be dependent on the 
caprices of the members of the House, or on the 
influences which a log-rolling bill, embracing 
North and South, may bring here to aid such an 
operation. 

Here is this amendment, which comes in with 
all the incomplete custom-houses and incomplete 
marine hospitals scattered from Galena to Flori- 
da, from the East to the West; and it does seem 
to me that, when they are left not to stand on 
the merits of each one of the propositions, but on 
the powerand strength which the combined infla- 
ences of all of them can bring to bear, it is not 
the sort of legislation that is calculated to pro- 
mote the public interests. 

The question was taken on the amendment; 
and it was rejected. 

Mr. AVERY. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 


For additional appropriations for a court-house and post 
office at the city of Memphis, ‘Tennessee, and that the said 
buildings be used for a custom house and post office, 
$100,000. 


This is a business 


“I will read from the report of Captain Bowman: 

** Proposals have been received for lots in Memphis, from 
which to select a site for the building designed to be used 
for a post office and United States court. The sum of 
$50,000 was appropriated for the purchase of a site and the 
erection of the building. This is wholly inadequate ; one of 
the sites offered, alone, exceeds the appropriation $25,000, 
and all of them are so near the amount appropriated as to 
leave a balance entirely too small to erect a suitable build- 
ing. I would respectfully suggest that, as there are no Uni- 
ted States courts held at Memphis, if Congress see fit to in- 
crease the amount sufficiently to purchase a site and erect 
the building, that they be requested to allow the rooms de- 


signed for the court to be appropriated to the use of a cus- || 


tom-house. 
** Total amount of appropriation.......... + eeeee 000,000 
** Amount expended to September 30, 1857....... 20 


*¢ Balance available for completion of the work. 49,920” 


This amendment is in conformity with the rec- 
ommendation made here by Captain Bowman. 
At the last session of Congress $50,000 was ap- 
propriated for the erection of a court-house and 
post office in the city of Memphis. That wasa 
mistake. It was intended by the members who 

roposed the appropriation, and by those who 
had any interest in the matter, that it should be 
for a custom-house and post office. As truly 
stated here by Captain Bowman in his report, 
there is no Federal court held in the city of Mem- 

his. It was intended, as I say, for a custom- 
Seam and post office. This amendment is to in- 
crease the appropriation $50,000, the appropria- 
tion being, as stated officially by the gentleman 
in charge of the bureau, inade quate for the erec- 
tion of a custom-house and post office at that 
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the ground. In different portions of this Confed- 
eracy, where appropriations have been made to 
very large amounts for the erection of custom- 
houses and post offices, the revenue collected at 
those points does not begin to compare with the 
revenue collected at the city of Memphis. In some 
points the excess of ex slidianive over the revenue 
collected is a very large and extravagant amount. 
Now, how does Memphis, Tennessee, compare 
with these other places? The revenue collected 
at that ae is $112.8 83 90. 

Mr. EUSTIS. How much of that revenue is 
for eng: iron? 

Mr. AVERY. 
looked into it. 

Mr. EUSTIS. If the gentleman will examine 

» he will find that much of it is for ratlroad iron 
—a mere temporary matter, 

Mr. AVERY. I have not looked into the 
items; but I say that a very large amount of this 
revenue is for merchandise imported directly from 
foreign countries, irrespective of the railroad iron, 
which is really landed and subject to custom- 
house duties at that point. But L dare say that 
ata great many other of those points where the 
revenue collected does not equal the amount of 
expe nditure to ear ry on the operat ions of the cus- 
tom-houses, a large portion of the revenue is de- 
rived from railroad iron. In view of the appro- 
priations that have been made at other points 
where the expenditure largely overruns the rev- 
enue collected, Lask that this appropriation be 
made for Memphis. 

{Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. J.GLANCYJONES. Iam opposed to the 
amendment, and I want to make a few remarks 
that will apply to all of them. The objection I 
have to this particular amendment is, that the 
work is not under contract, and is not embraced 
in the estimate sent in by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. I coneur with my friend from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Lercner] in oppssition to this whole 

system, which began five years ago. The See- 
retary of the Treasury did not send in the esti- 
mate until it was far on in the session, the reason 
being that he was determined to prosecute no 
public works except such as the Government had 
contracted for. It was in consequence of that, 
that the estimate now submitted by the gentleman 
from Louisiana did not reach the Committee of 
Ways and Means until within a few days past. 
It was presented by the Committee of Ways and 
Means as an amendment. I have no doubt that 
this Government is bound at law to pay every 
dollar of its obligations under contract. 

I have been oppose <d to the whole system. I 
was amember of the Committee of W ays and 
Means six years ago when this log-rolling system 
commenced: and when we tried to limit the ex- 
penditure we were voted down in the House. 
Amendments were offered in committee by gen- 
tlemen from Louisville, Cincinnati,and St. Louis, 
for custom-houses and marine hospitals all over 
the country, beginnivg in Maine and running 
down to California, until millions were thus log- 


I do not know. I have not 


| rolled in, and until the bill become almost too 


heavy to carry. 

It was putthrough. Butit was found that when 
it was left to the discretion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, he adapted the buildings to the amount 
of money appropriated; and, in order to take it 
out of his power to do that, you will find, by re- 
ferring to the past legislation of Congress, Con- 
gress pre scribed for the Secretary the size of the 
buildings, and the materials to be used, so that 
when the Secretary came to order contracts to be 
made, he found that he was completely crippled, 
and had no discretionary power, but was obliged 
to make the buildings of a certain size, and of 
certain materials. But the money appropriated 
was not more than half sufficient to construct the 
buildings provided for, and he put up the con- 
tracts to the lowest bidders. The consequence 
was that some fellows got the contracts at low 
prices, and after living on their contracts for six 
months, threw them up. Well, the Secretary is 
bound to goon. He has no power to contract 
beyond the amount appropriated, and he is un- 
able to prosecute the work until Congress makes 
further appropriations. Matters have continued 
in this way for five or six years. Under this 
tem, the Secretary of the Treasury was oblig: d, 
during the last winter, to make contracts, and the 


Sys- 


place. As he states here, $50,000 would not buy || present Secretary of the Treasury has sent ina 
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list of estimates asking you to appropriate money, 
but not one single dollar more than is necessary 
to fulfill contracts entered into by this Gove rn- 
ment. I[ think it my duty to say to the commit- 
tee that, unless this amount of money is appro- 
priated, there will be failures of contracts on the 
part of the United States, and the parties will be 
entitled to claim damages at the hands of the 
United States. 

i concur with the gentleman from Virginia that 
the system is all wrong; but it was commenced 
here in Congress years ago, and the question for 
the Ifouse now to determine is, whether they will 
complete the contracts which have been entered 
into by the Government or not? 

I wish to add, that I oppose the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Aveny,] because the work which it provides for 


is not under contract, and has not been begun. If 


the amendment of the gentleman from Louisiana 
[Mr. Eustis] is adopted, it should include a pro- 
vision for the Treasury extension, because there 
is a contract for that. 

[Here the hammer fe ll.) 

Mr. KILGORE. IL ask if it would be in order, 
pending thisamendment, to move to strike out the 
enacting clause of this bill? 

The CHAIRMAN, It would be in order. 

Mr. KILGORE. Well, sir, as we are increas- 
ing the appropriations instead of decreasing them, 
] move to strike out the enacting clause. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I believe that one 
of the rules of the House expressly provides that 
every proposition touching an appropriation shall 
be first considered and discussed in Committee of 
the Whole Hlouse. There is one item in this bill 
of $1,000,000, and another of $800,000, not at all 
connected with, or dependent on, any of the prop- 
ositions which have yet been underconsideration; 
and if the motion of the gentleman from Indiana 
is entertained, it will be in disregard and violation 
of that rule which requires that every proposition 
touchingan appropriaon shall first be considered 
in Committee of the Whole. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question was decided 
by the committee a few days since; the decision 
of the chairman of the committee was overruled, 
and it was decided to bein order to move to strike 
out the enacting clause. 

Mr. KILGORE. Well, sir, I insist upon my 
motion. I understand that the appropriations to 
which the gentleman from Tennessee has referred, 
are in accordance with contracts already made. 

A Member. So are the appropriations provided 
for in this amendment. 

Mr. KILGORE. If contracts have been made, 
we ought certainly to vote the money. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I desire to say a 
few words. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Indiana is not debatable. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. It was decided to 
be debatable yesterday, or the day before. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is mis- 
taken. The decision wag the other way. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Kitgore’s 
motion; and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. Avery’samendmenttotheamendment was 
then reject d. 

The gacstion then recurred upon Mr. Evstis’s 
amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I move to amend 
the amendment, so as to reduce the appropriation 
for the custom-house at Galena, Illinois, $10,000, 
merely for the purpose of saying a word or two. 

Mr, Chairman, the radical error into which gen- 
tlemen have fallen is in supposing that there is 
any valid contract In regard to these custom- 
Now, in my judgment, there is no valid 
contract for the completion of any custom-house 
which requires the expenditure of one single dol- 
lar more than the amount already appropriated. 
By a simple clause in an appropriation bill, we 
authorize the expenditure of $50,000 for the con- 
struction of a custom-house. In my judgment 
the executive officers having no right to make any 
contract to expend a single dollar more than the 
sum thus appropriated; when they do so, they 
violate the law; because, if they can make a con- 
tract for $100,000, when only $50,000 has been 
appropriated by Congress, there is no restraint on 
the powerof the Executive over the expenditure of 
the Government. In my, opinion, any contract for 
the expenditure of a dollar more than the amount 


houses. 


appropriated is illegal, null, and void. We appro- 
priated $50,000 for the construction of a custom- 
house at Galena. If the Department has gone to 
work and agreed to pay $60,000 for the construc- 
tion of that custom-house, they have violated the 
law, and it is time the House of Representatives 
interfered to put a stop to these things. When we 
appropriate a given sum for a particular purpose, 
we simply authorize the executive officer to con- 
tract to that extent and no more; and when he 
zoes one dollar beyond that there is no contract. 

Gentlemen need not tell us that outstanding 
contracts require further appropriations, when 
there can be no legal outstanding contracts. There 
has been no law authorizing the construction of 
the Washington aqueduct, except a simple ap- 
propriation, made at the heel of the last session 
of Congress, authorizing the expenditure of 
$1,000,000 for the construction of the work; and 
yet | understand that, under that clause, the De- 
partment have gone to work, and made contracts 
which will involve an expenditure of $5,000,000 ! 
Now, under whatauthority of law are these things 
done? If they are legal and binding on the Gov- 
ernment, then this House of Representatives is 
weaker, as respects the control over the expend- 
itures of the Government, than the head of any 
bureau. I say, then, that if contracts have been 
made beyond the amounts appropriated by Con- 
gress, they are illegal, and I would punish the 
officers who made them. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I shall correct the 
gentleman in this particular: there has not been 
a single contract made, except in accordance with 
law. The Secretary of the Treasury has not made 
a single contract that is not in accordance with 
law. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Captain Bowman 
says, in the paper before us, that the increased 
estimates of expenses are based upon outstand- 
ing contracts. Now, sir, if these contracts were 
made for sams of money exceeding the appropri- 
ations made, the contracts were made in violation 
of law; and it is time that the Representatives of 
the people should put a stop to such proceedings. 
Otherwise they will have no control over the dis- 
bursement of money upon the part of the execu- 
tive officers. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I shall not occupy 
more than half the time allotted to me, under the 
rules, to oppose the amendment. I merely wish 
to look at some of the statements made by the 
gentleman from Ohio. I stated when I was up be- 
fore, and I nowsay, in simple justice to the Treas- 
ury Department, that they have never made any 
contract whatever in which they have gone be- 
yond the limitations of law. Every contract they 
have made has been made in accordance with some 
proviso contained in the bill making the appropri- 
ations—a proviso, for instance, that the build- 
ing shall be completed for a certain amount*of 
money. 

There are some cases where an increased ex- 
penditure has been caused by the discovery of 
a quicksand, as in the case of Galena, of Cincin- 
nati, and of New Orleans, where the Secretary of 
the Treasury has purchased the lot, as directed, 
and made a contract for the work. Butafter the 
expenditure of fifty or one hundred thousand dol- 
lars itis discovered that there is a quicksand, caus- 
ing increased expenditure, which no human fore- 
sight could possibly have anticipated. What does 
the Secretary do? He suspends the work, and 
reports the facts to Congress. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I wish to know 
whether there are quicksands under all these 
buildings? 

Mr. HOUSTON. There are quicksands under 
the Treasury building. [Laughier.} 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. No, sir. 
lieve the bottom of that building is entire. 

Mr. LEITER. Yes, sir, there are quicksands 
under them all. There are quicksands under the 
whole Government. The Administration stands 
ona quicksand. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, by unanimous con- 
sent, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. PALMER. I move to increase the sum 
contained in the amendment of the gentleman 
from Louisiana, for Plattsburg, $10,000. 

Now, sir, I say to the gentleman from Georgia 
that if he had referred to the statistics, he would 
have found that the revenue collected at Platts- 
burg largely exceeded the expense of collection, 
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even after the reciprocity treaty had nearly de. 
stroyed the revenue at that port. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. The gentleman will rec. 
ollect that I did not move to strike out Plattsburg, 

Mr. PALMER. Iam aware that the gentile. 
man did not. But, sir, a misapprehension seems 
to prevail in this House that these buildings are 
designed exclusively for custom-house purposes, 
Notso. The building at Plattsburg not only ac. 
commodates the custom-house, but it furnishes a 
court-room, where the sessions of the United 
States courts are held, which accommodate nearly 
one half the State of New York; and not only 
these, but the post office for a large town. But, 
sir, the revenue collected at that custom-house 
exceeds the expenses by many thousand dollars; 
and there are a large number of foreign boats pass. 
ing through that custom-house to the city of New 
York, and other points. The appropriations for 
these custom-houses, it seems to me, are far less 
objectionable than many reported by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, of which the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Letcuer,] isa member; 
which are much more objectionable to the people 
of the country, though they may not be to the 
gentleman from Virginia. 

1 find appropriations here for building bridges 
across the Potomac. I find an appropriation of 
$5,000 for putting boxes around trees. I find an 
appropriation of $12,000 to purchase furniture for 
the President’s house, in these hard times; and 
many other items of that kind which, in my judg- 
ment, ought to meet the condemnation of the Rep- 
resentatives of the people as much, at least, asa 
small appropriation of $10,000 for the purpose of 
completing a building for the purpose of holding 
the sessions of the United States courts, and for 
furnishing accommodations for the post office, as 
wellas accommodations for collecting the revenue, 
especially when that building is almost completed, 
and only wants the small appropriation of $10,000 
to complete it. The Secretary of the Treasury 
himself recommends this appropriation as neces- 
sary. It is recommended by the officer in charge 
of the work; and it is necessary in order to pre- 
serve the work which has been already done. I 
have heard no valid objection raised against it. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. CRAWFORD. What is the amount of 
revenue collected at Plattsburg? 

Mr. LETCHER. I will tell the gentleman. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I understand it is only 


43,000. 
Mr. LETCHER. It seems that this amend- 
ment has awakened a considerable interest all 


around the House. It seems to be broad enough 
to cover a large part of the United States, as we 
see by the remarks of various gentlemen around 
us. Now, the gentleman comes forward and 
says that this building in Plattsburg is for the ac- 
commodation of a custom-house, court-house,and 
post office, where they collect a very considerable 
amount of revenue for the Government of the Uni- 
ted States. Now, let us see. Seventeen thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-two dollars and fifty- 
two cents is the amount derived from customs; 
and $13,829 85 it costs to collect it. The post 
office yields $2,251 89; and it costs $1,141 60 to 
collect it. The whole amount derived from cus- 
toms and from postages at that point, is $5,073 46. 
And how much money have they got for the con- 
struction of their custom-house, post office, and 
court-house ? Sixty-six thousand dollars already. 
They now come here and ask for $10,000 more, 
making $76,000; so that it seems to me, after all, 
considering the expenses which have been 1n- 
curred, and the amount of revenue collected, it 
has been rather an unprofitable outlay, and they 
could have got along very well there without a 
custom-house at so enormous an expenditure of 
the public means. 

Mr. SHAW, of North Carolina. Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to make a single remark ? 

Mr. LETCHER. For a moment. 

Mr. SHAW, of North Carolina. 1 wish to sug- 
gest to my friend from Virginia that he should not 
direct his remarks in so loud a tone in the direc- 


| tion of the other side of the House, for I feel very 


much concern for fear that he will arouse from his 
quiet and peaceful slumbers that patriotic and 
vigilant Representative, his colleague, [Mr. Ciem- 
ENS,] who, a few nights since, on a call of the 
House, expressed an earnest desire that gentle- 
| men upon this floor would be ever found following 
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